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LATEST MAIL DATES. 
April 17 | Hankow. 

25 | Yokobai 
Hongkong ...May 18 | Nagss: 
Tientsin ...... 5, 17 | Foochow. 


Shanghai mail advices of 10th April, were 
received in London on the IMth May. 












PASSENGERS. 


DEParte. 

Per str. Ravenna, for London — Misses 
Bontwood, and Culverwell, Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Hont, Mr. and Mrs. Peat and child, Mrs. C. 
Smith, Mrs. Swallow, Rev. T. and Mrs. Bear 
and @ children, Messrs. H. Smith, Bland, 
H. B. Morse’s 2 children. For Brindisi—Mr. 
E. G, Hillier. For Malts—Mr. and Mrs. | 
Curtis, For Colombo—Dr. and Mrs. Cox, | 
and Mr. Cox, For Siogapore—Capt. Green 
and servant. For Hongkong—Mr. and Mrs. 
H. B, Morse, Messrs. Harling, 0. Smith, J. 
‘Thomas, w.x., K. J. Shillim, and W. 8. Jai 
son, 

Per str. Vindobona, for Port Said—Mr. and 
Mrs, J. Steinbeck. For Kobe—Captain John 
Pike. “For ‘Trieste—Mr. Oscar Anz. i 
Per str. Karlsruhe, for Hongkong—Messrs. 
L. C. Bennett, H. Hxcken, A. Lenburg. 
For Singnpore—Mr. E. Frobel. For Genoa— 
Messrs, J. W. Mlelenhanseo, A. Beck. For 
London—Capt, Vardio, Mr. and Mrs. Broce 
Hart, Mrs, Kierulff Messrs. S. Bownen, E. 
Lacey. For Bremen—Messrs. H. Oetting, 
Goebel. 

Per str. Poyang, for Hankow—Messrs. G. 
Sutherland, and Guillemeyer. 

Per str. Chikli, for Amoy—Messrs. Bond- | 
field, and Yusi i 

Ber ate. Kingsing, for Tientsin — Mr. J. 























Haeshin, for Foochow—Mr. and 
Mrs, Marzinkoviteh, and Mr. F. Ashton. | 
Tatung, for Hankow—Messrs. W. | 

and L. J. Cubitt, For Ichang ! 


. Hsinchi, for Vientsin—Miss Vasil- | 

jeva, Lieuts. S, Morgan, and W. G. Miller. 
Per str. Chintung, for Amoy—Dr. Franke. 
Per str. Hsinyu, for Tientsin—Mr. Busch- 





ARRIVED. i 

Per str. Japan, from London — Dr. and 
Mrs. Westwater, 2 children and amah, Miss 
Graham, and Mr, J. Waight, | 

Per ste. Rosetta, from Loudon—Messrs. WV, 
E. Schielle, Mote, Hinton, and Otto Eckmann. 
From Bombay—Mrs. Ezra’s servant. From 
Singapore—Mr. Louis. From Hongkong— 
Captain Armstrong, Mr. E. B. Raymond 

"er str. Calédonien, from Marseilles. 
Toché, Mesers, Comming, and Williams, 
From ’ Saigon — Messre. Cotes, Ferré, and 
Berger. From Hongkong — Mr. and’ Mrs. 
Guedes, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Tenny, Mr. und 
Miss Salles, Messrs. Marshall, Marty, A. 
Gomes, Britto, and Videau. 

Per str. Yamashiro Maru, from Yokohama 
—Rev, and Mrs, Judson and 2 children, Mrs. 
Russell, Miss Gaskin, Mr. aod Mrs. Seaman, 
Messrs. T. E, Bennet, Morgan, Kodawa, J. 
Koga, Miller, F. Woodward, E. Alabaster, 
H. 8 Goodfellow, Y. Numetane, Morita, 8. 
Ichida, R. Kawai, Y. Shimoshiro, B. Kato, 
K. Kouski, and Takahashi. 

Per str. Canton, from Hongkong—Mr. H. 
Ogilvie. 

Per str. Poochi, from Wenchow — Messrs. 
Novion, and Wilson. 

Per str. Fuhico, from Hankow—Mr. J. Bar- 
rett. From Nanking—Mr. Toepffer. 

Per str. Kiangleen, from Ningpo — Miss 
Cameron, and Mr. Bennertz. 

‘Per str. Kiangyung, from Hankow—Lieut. 
W. McLean, Messrs. Howard, C. H. Palmer, 
and Lynch. 

‘Per. sir. Hsinchi, from Tientsin—Mr. and 
Mrs. WW. F. Spinney, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce 
Hart, irs. Kenilff, Mrs. D. H. Forbes and 


family. 
Per atr. Changon, from Hankow—Messrs. 









































Goebel, and Haimovited. 


Per str. Sua, from Hankow— Mr. T. A, 
Lee. From Kiukiang—Rev. and Mrs, Hykes 


‘and child. From Chinkiang—Misses Dickin- 


son, aud Seymour. 

Per str. Chefoo, from Amoy—Capt. Peter- 
sen, 

Per str. Ella, from Hankow—Mr. Gomoll. 

Per str. £! Dorado, from Tientsin and Che= 
foo—Capt. Zalinski, and Dr. Franke, 

Por ste, Loksang, from Swatow aiid Amoy 
—Mr. E. Freyre and servant. 

fankow-—Mrs, Millery 

From Kiukiang — Mrs. 













Per str. Hxinfung, from Tientsin— Captain 

‘d Mr. Campbell. 
Per'str. Pekin, from Ningpo—Dr. and Mre, 
Swallow, and Mr. Les 
. Chungking, 








. Hansen, aid Larken, 
. Szechuen, from Newchwang and 
Chefoo—Messrs. Anz, and Fitzpatrick. 
Asiny, fcom Toogku and Chefoo 

Mrs. Smollet-Campbell, governess 
and 4 children. 

Per str. Kiangteen, from Ningpo — 
Cogset. 

Per str. Ngankin, from Hankow — Mi 
Macklin and 4 children, Miss Emery, 
‘Ackermann, Dr. Mosberg, and Rev. Ware, 
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HE CUSTOMS GAZETTE, 
JANUARY-MARCH, 1896. 
pa EEE CE 
L 
In the comparative table of revenue 
which follows we give the figures for 
three years, 1894 beiug before the 
war, 1895 during the war, and 1896 
after the war. In 1894 and 1895 
Formosa was still an integral part of 
the Chinese Empire, and the total 
collection included ‘Ils. 202,506 from 
Tamsui and Tainan in 1894, and I's, 
183,574 in 1895, We have’ omitted 
these ports in the table below, to make 
the comparison more accurate. It will 
be noticed that Newchwang having 
opened early in 1894, contributed over 
‘Ts, 42,000 to the revenue in that year. 
Including the two Formosan ports,” the 
whole revenue in 1894 was ‘Tis. 
4,265,877, and in 1895 'I'ls. 3,700,042. 
Thus this year the revenue lost in 
Formosa has been more than made ‘up 
at the other ports, while it is “con 
siderably below.the collection in 1894, 
‘This is practically entirely due to.. the 
decline in the import of opium, and the 
consequent falling-off in opium duty 
and likin. collected. ‘The amounts 
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collected under tliese two headings wer 





in Hk. Tis. :-— 
ium Duty.. Opium Likin. 
ore 200 7,281,473 
637,702 946,261 
491,509 879,538 





The duty does not show a decline 
corresponding to ‘that shown in the 
likin, because it includes the sums 
derived from uative opium, which were : 
oe : Ak ‘Ts: 95,008 







table already referred. to 
Report of Dues and: Duties, Janwary-March- 
Quarter, 1896: Chinese Treaty Ports. 






















1896. » 1895. 1894. 
‘Ak. Ti ‘Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. 
Newehwang) 2, 
Tientsin 
Chefoo 
Chunglin 





Tehang nee 
Hlaukow .. 


Canton 





gc! 
Pakhei ... 33,289 


‘Total ......8;737,998 3,516,468 4,063,372 

‘Turning. our attention first to Shang- 
hai, we. fiud that the collection there 
was almost exactly the same as in 
1894,-and.very. .much.larger than. in 
1898,when it amounted to'l'ls.1,173,162. 
‘The gain at Shanghai this year was 
under every head of revenue except 
export duty, in which there was a 
decline of nearly ‘IMs. 50,000. As to 
shipping,, 808 vessels of 882,120 tons 
were eutered and 798 of 877,930 tous 
cleared ut Shanghai in the first quarter 
of $896, against 730'vessels of 784,190 
tons,aud 720 vessels:of 777,226 tons, 
respectively, in the same: quarter last 
year. We extract the figures of the 
import of opiam for three yeurs, to show 
the great advauce in native opium last 
yeat— 











1896. 1895. 1894. 

Foreign, pls.’......7,378 6,770 8,776 
Native, yy 74 28027 

Total..w.10,652 9072 9,555 


The following extract from the table 
of imports shows:the-activity in. cotton 
goods this year -— 


; 1896. 1895. 
Grey Shitting pes. ...2,133:588 935,686 
White, ty see 600,319 249/290 
T.-Clothe 3) 2 429,819 199,026 
Delle, English 3 74.738. 27-65 
n» Dutch os 30,075 
t Arogrican 5, |.. 108.510 
Jeane, English 2” 47,110 





ish 
Dat 








, English, 
Indian. 

Tapanese: | 
ings, Hankow, per 













43 | Shanghai drills, pes. 





Woollens show a -moderatei-adyane 
In metals, there:was.a marked increase 
jin neil-rod, ber, and old irou, andi in: 
tin slabs, with a decline in tinglates, 
lead, und steel. In foreign sundries 
there was geuerally: an advance, but a 
decline in kerosene oil, the comparative 
figures being, im gallons :— 








straw and rush hats, and straw braid, 
and a large increase in raw cotton. 

‘The following extract from the ex- 
port. table- will. be: of. interest :— 


1896. 1895. 
900 . 





1» sheetings, pes. 
+» cotton yarn, pls. 
Raw cotton, pls. 










” 4,385, 3,65 
ge, pos. 1,023, 648. 
15; 18,106 
6, 2,343 
24202 6,804 
2282 4,368 
Sheep's ,, 21,388 17,602 


Of transit passes, 4,002-. were issued 
}and 68 surrendered, against 4,997 and 
, 88, respectively, in 1895. and 12,597 
| and.8 in 1894, All that-the bonded 
| warehouses contained on the 31st: of 
March last was 5,760 pieces of American 
sheetings aud 45. packages of dyes. 
The list on the 31st .of March, 1895, 
was much longer.. ‘The treasure table 
shows a total import of gold to the 
| value of ‘IMs. 1,623,647, and of silver 
to the value of ‘ls, 8,230,532; with 
}an export of gold to the value of 
(W's. 2,598,754, and of silver to the 
value of ‘I's. 4,386,130, 








Summary, of Bews. 


‘Tue English mail of the 17th of April 
| arrived here yesterday by the P. & 0. Co.'s 
; steamer Rosetta, 
| ‘Tae Yamashiro Maru arrived on Tuesday 
with the mail ex Gaelic, with dates from 
San Francisco to the-25th ult. 

A Mat. leaves. to-morrow morning for 


| 
| Europe, by the M.M. Co.’s steamer Sydney. 





LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
SUPPLIED THROUGH REUTER’S AGENCY 
EXCLUSIVRLY TO THE “NORTH-CHIN« 
DAILY News. 


MORE RISINGS IN AFRICA. 
London, 14th May. 

‘A rising of Herreros Hottentots in 
South West Africa has taken’ place and 
is tegarded as being serious, as. fresh 
German troops are found to be:uecessary 
to suppress the rising. 

NEWS FROM THE TRANSVAAL. 

General. Joubert has been elected 
Vice-President of.tha Transvaal. 











'The..Hon:.G<.N. Curzon, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, has 
stated.in the House of Commons that a 
concession has been granted in Chefo 
to a Russian firm, by which certain 
British residents consider that their 
rights have been infringed.upov. . H. 
B..M.’s Minister in Peking, Sir Claude 
Macdouald, has warned the Chinese 


ryGovernment that ~they~ willbe held 


answerable for any injury to,such rights 
THE MURDERER OF STOKES. 
London, 16th May. 
The British Government has formally 
appealed to Belgium against the ac- 
quittal of Major Lotbaire. 
THE AUSTRALIAN CRICKETERS. 
‘The cricket match, Australia versus 
Lord Shefiield’s Eleven, was a drawn 
one, the latter wanting seventy-seven 
runs with six wickets to fall, 
THE MADAGASCAR QUESTION. 
‘A formal representation has been 
addressed to Frauce regarding British 
treaty. rights “in. Madagascar, but. no 








94 | reply has yet been received, 


| ANOTHER REVISED TREATY.:, 
London, 18th May. 

France is negotiating with Japan 
for the coucliding of the Commercial 
‘Preaty.’ 

BULUWAYO OUT OF DANGER. 

The inhabitants of Bulnwayo are 
returning to their ordinary avocations, 

THE REFORMERS BANISHED. 

The ‘Irinsvaal Executive Conneil has 
confirmed the seuteuce.of banishment 
passed on the prisoners. 

THE DETERMINATION OF SPAIN. 
London, 19th. May. 

Spain is sending fifty thousand troops 
to Cuba in the autumn owing to the 
spreading of the rebellion. 

A TIMELY WARNING. 

The correspondent of the Times at 
Vienna states that Russia and France 
intend to make a vigorous. effort to 
enforce their views on the Egyptian 
question on the first occasion after: the 
Coronation of the Czar. 

INTERESTING TO SINGAPORE. 

Loudon, 20th May. 

Mr. Lionel Cox, Chief Justice:of the 
Straits Settlements, has received. the 
lionour of knighthood. 

OBITUARY. i 

‘The death is announced of the Arch- 
duke Charles. Louis, heir presumptive 
to the Austro-Hungarian ‘Throne. 

[The late Archduke-was a brother of the 
Emperor. He leaves-six children, three of 
whom are sons.—Ep.] 

THE JOHANNESBURG REFORMERS, 
London, 2ist May, 

‘The ''rausvaal Executive Council has 
temporarily commuted: the sentences’ of 
death. to fifteen years’ imprisonment, 
pending a further revision which will 
be made next week, 

‘The remainder of the sentences con- 
sist of various. terms of imprisonment, 
rnnning from three months to one'year. 





| Nine of the accused liave been acquitted. 


‘The fines on those convicted have been 
upheld, But.the banishment remitted, if 
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they: give. their word of honour not to 
interfere with-politics‘in ‘the .‘'ransvaal 
in-fature, 
SPECIAL TELZGRAMG 70: THE “ NoRTH-CHINA 
DAILY NEWs.” 
(FROM, OUR. OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
‘THE, DEATH OF COMMANDER, 
ADAIR, R.N. 


Kobe, 19th May. 
Lieutenant. Henry Adair, command- 
ing HMS, Pigmy, shot himself yester- 
day morning at Yokohams, At. the 
inquest, held. yesterday afternoon a 
verdict of:temporary insanity was re- 
tnrned. He'was' buried with naval 
lionours at.9 am, to-day. 


THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS TN FRANCE. 
; Paris, 4th: May. 

‘The: Municipal elections: in. Paris and 
throughout. France. generally off 
quietly. ‘The position of the different 
parties remping almost unchanged: . ‘There 
were slight disturbances in Herault and 
Aude, 

‘THE, CZAREWITOH, 
‘7th May. 

‘Tho Czarewitch and his mother will leave 
Nico:on the Lath of May. 

OTHE: EALEANS TX ABYSSINTA, 

It, is stated that’ the Italians paid an 
indémnity to “Menolik to be. allowed to 
evacuate Adigtat,—From, Tongking Papers. 

. 


Tar Director, of Sicawei Observatory 
reports: Friday, 16th May, 10 a.m.—Staie 
of the weather on the 1jth inst.—Tiro contres 
of high barometric pressures; one near 





‘Haianfu, the other in the. neighbourhood }; 


of Tokio. The typhoon in the China Sea 
seems to be almost’ stationary near the W. 
coast of Luzon: barometer still falling at 
Manila.—State on the 15th. inst.—The baro- 
metric fall continues at Shanghai and over 
the whole coast.. There is a depression 
over Mongolia going E. Probabitit 
Overcast weather with intermittent rain. 
Moderate or fresh, N.E. winds in the 
S,, and light changeable breezes in the 
N!— Saturday, 16th May, 10 a. 
State of the, atimosphere on the 15th. 
high pressures over China and .Japan 
decrease in intensity whilst the typhoon in 
the China Sea remains stationary to the 
W. of Luzon, There exists’ also a depres- 
sion: at sea to the S. of Japan. The 
depression over Mongolia-dvances E.— 
‘State on the'morning of the 16th.—Barom 
ter still falling at Shanghai, but the pres- 
sure is'above the average. ‘The depression 
over’ Mongolia _has-“neared Viadiyostock. 
Probabilitie ‘The weather sets fair. Fresh 
N.E, breezes in the S., and moderate N.W. 
winds in the N.- Sunday, 17th May, 10 
a,m.—State of the atm¢ on the 16th.— 
‘The depression of the descénding to- 
wardsthe S.E., and the barometer is fall- 
ing very fast: at.:Tientsin. and. Chefoo. 
General fall of the barometer. at all the 
stations.. The ‘depression in: the China 
Sea; remains, to the W. of Luzon, and 
is becoming , deeper.—State, on. the morn- 
ing of the.17th:—The ‘barometer is. falling 
continuously over the estusry of the Yang- 
tze, Probabilities,-Fine weather. Fresh 
N.E., breezes: in, the S., and moderate 
S._or-S.W. winds over the N. coast. 
—Monday, 18th May, 10 a.m.—State of 
the atmosphere on the I7th.—The depres- 
sion of the. N. advances always E. High 
pressures to the W. of Chungking. Owing 
to the absence of telegrams from Manila. no 
precise information concerning the typhoon 
‘ean, be given.’ State on: the morning of the. 
18th.—The, barometer still falls slowly. at 
Shanghai. |The telegrams froiy, Manila. 
arg. still, Jacking... Probabilities. — Fine. 
Weailian,!, Moderate, winds fram §,,or SE. 


























[in the .N,,: and from N.E. in the S.! 
—Tuesday, 19th May, 10 a.m,.—State of 
the atmosphere on the 18th.—The typhoon 
in the China Sea moves at last N. It 
will probably, re-enter the Pacific passing 
between Luzon and Formosa. Relatively 
high ‘pressures over Japan’ where the 
barometer rises, while it falls ‘over tho S. 
coast of China.’ Area of low pressures to 
the N-W. of Peking. State on the morning 
of the 19h, — Barometer ‘stationary at 
Shanghai, ‘rising rapidly at Vladivostock. 
Probabilities.—Fine weather. Light 8.W. 
or W. breezes in the S., and very variable 
winds in the N.—Wednesday, 20th May, 10 
a.m.:—State of the atmosphere on the 19th. — 
‘The typhoon of the China Sea passes over the 
N. of Luzon moving N-E. or N.N.E. and 
tends ‘to pass to the E. of Formosa. The 
barometer begins falling to the S. of Japan. 
Fairly high pressures at Tokio and over 
Corea. State on the morning of the 20th.— 
Tho barometer rises at Shanghai. The 
typhoon seems still to move N.E. to 
the E. of Formosa. Probabilities. —Fine 












weather. Variable breezes in the N., 
moderate W. or S.W. winds in the S, 
10 a.m.—State 


of the sweater on the 20th 
as perhaps undergone # segment 
one part of depression would be til to the 
N.E. of the Phillippines. . The chief centre 
after having risen to the E. of Formosa 
arrived to the S. of Japan and occasioned 
a vary strong wind from the N, quadrant 
at Nagasaki‘and Kagoshima. High pres- 
urea over the N. of the Sea of Japan. 
‘State on the morning of the 22nd.—The 
barometer falls slowly at Shanghai but the 
typhoon must have, continued its march 
NEE. Provabilitie,-—Wine weather. Light 
S. or S.W. wind over the S. coast, and 
moderate -N.W. winds in the N. Rough 
weather to the 8. of Japan. 




















Peapises ror Tue Weex. 


(Thermometers iu the open air in a shaded 
situation in the Eoglish Settlement.) 


Rainfall 


1896. 
Fabr. Thermometer. 
Mi in inches 


jin. Max. 





Rainfall 
in inches. 


0.55 


189: 
Fahr. Thermometer. 
M Max, 






Iris with very great regret that we have 
to announce that the long illness of Mrs. 
George Jamieson terminated on Monday in 


her death. No lady in Shanghai was better 
loved or more respected, or better deserved 
to be loved and respected ; aud the deepest 
sympathy is felt for the husband and 
children she has left. ‘The friends and 
acquaintances ‘crowded the chape: xt the 
cemetery on Tuesday afternoon, when the 
Inst: rites were paid. ‘The ‘number. of 
wreaths and crosses of flowers sent by Mrs. 
Jamieson's friends was very large, and at 
the grave side, to which the coffin was 
bore by Messrs. J. 0. Johnston, L. Kerr, 
W.C: Murray, W. A. C. Platt, J. Scott, J 
E. Scott, E. P: Wickham, and H. 8. Wilkin- 
son, the gathering of those whose mournin; 

was heartfelt, was unusuall Mr 





B. Robertson were the chief 


Maxy of his old friends will regret to 
hear that news was received by the Ameri- 
can mail on Tuesday of the death of General 
Kennedy, formerly United States Consul 
General at Shanghai. 

‘Tue funeral of Captain Slessar took place 
on Friday afternoon last in the presence of a 
large number of his personal friends and 
acquaintances. ‘The service was conducted 
by the Rev. J. Stevens, who was visibly 
affected, and who paid a glowing tribute to 
the good and Christian qualities. of the 
deceased which had obtained for him the 

and esteem of all who know 





him. 

Tur wife of Mr. Tong Mow-chiee, com- 
pradore of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
Co., died at her residence, Yuenmingyuen 
Road on the 9th inst., and the remains 
were taken to the mortuary at the Canton 
Cemetery, Sinza, on Sunday afternoon. 
‘The number of friends and relatives who 
followed the remains to their temporary 
resting place filled over 100 carriages and 
about 150 sedan chairs. In honour .of the 
deceased having -been made, by letters 
patent, a lady of the Ist rank (I-p‘ing fu- 
én) the procession was’ exceptionally large 

nd more elaborate than usual. ‘The fune- 
ral proper is to take place in threo 
weeks, 


A native match factory called the Hsien- 
yang Company has recently been established 
at Ranking, under the patronage of the 
ex:Viceroy of the province, Chang Chih- 
tung. 

A Curxese merchant from Corea reports 
that it was rumoured at the’ timo of his 
departure that should ‘the King of Corea 
return to his palace, the Tai-won-kun 
would take up his quarters in the place 
vacated by his nephew, ie., next to tho 
Russian legation. 

Mr. Summ Saao-cu‘txc, a well-known 
native silk merchant. here and President 
of the Shanghai Silk Guild, died on Satur- 
day. He was identified with many local 
charitable institutions, the foremost being 
the Jéntsit‘ang which collected and dis- 
tributed a large sum of money during the 
famine in the North and in aid of the 
wounded during the late war with Japan, 
Mr. Shib’s last charitable act was to provide 
nearly 150 coffins for the victims of the 
Onwo disaster. His funeral will take 
place on the 21st instant, 


Accorprxe to an edict of the 17th inst., 
wired to the Hupao on Monday, Ch‘ang 
Shun, Military Governor of Kirin, | haa 
been allowed to resign his post “on account 
of illness.” This is the Governor who 
sympathised with the Kirin prefect iti his 
persecution of Dr. Greig for purchasing 
some land in that city, in consequence of 
which Mr. Hosie was sent to investigate 
the matter lately. Apparently the Go- 
vernor’s resignation was caused ‘by the 
strong pressure put on him by the —— 
Yamén in the above respect. ‘The 
acceptance of Chang Shun’s resignation by 
the Emperor is a good sign of more 
favourable treatment of foreigners in 





Taorar Wo Jux-pao, whose liberal and 
honest administration of the Imperial Chi- 
nese Railway (Kuyeh to Shanbaikuan) has 
aroused such Keen favour and. disfavour in 
the foreign and native camps respectively, 
recently sent in his. resignation to the 
Viceroy of Chihli, on the, score. of petty 
annoyance and ofifcial (censorial) disfavour. 
H.E. Wang Wén-shao to his credit refused 
to accept it and has confirmed Wu 
‘Taotai in all his actions, and policy. Our 
native contemporaries have more than qnce 
lent themselves to attempts to discredit 
‘Mr. Wu : the fact that the Peking Censors 
are constantly threatening him is easily 





ly large. 
George, Jamieson, Sir N. J. Hannen, and 
Mr... W. 


mourners, and there were many ladies 
‘The service was read 





resent, by the 
Rev. H. C. Hodges, ILA. t 
eS 





understood. Official opprobium in this 
belated country is often a man’s greatest 
title to honour and respect, and that it is so 
in.this case is well-known, to those behind 
the scenes, i Baceoe des ae ik 
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‘Accorpixe to a Nanking despatch the 
expectant prefect, Mr. Shen Tun-ho, an 
English-speaking mandarin of liberal views, 
has been appointed by the Viceroy Liu 
K‘un-yi_to be Inspector-General of the 
forts at Nanking, Chinkiang, Kiangyin, on 
the ¥: ‘and at Woosung. The number 
of forts is nearly thirty with a total of over 
200 guns of heavy calibre. Over each fort 
foreign artillery instructors are placed and 
‘a gunboat has been detached from the 
Nanyang squadron which will be under 
the special orders of Mr. Shen Tun-ho 
to convey him from one place to an- 
other during his tours of inspection. 
‘These inspections are. to be monthly and 
the reports to the Viceroy upon their 
efficiency, good onder, ete., will also be 
made up ‘monthly by 'Mr. Shen. In view 
of the consequent multiplicity of duties 
caused by his new appointment, Mr. Shen’s 
former post of assistant commissioner of 
the Ad AstraBrigade of horse, foot, artillery, 
and engineers, organised " last’ year by 
1H.E, Chang Chih.tung while acting Viceroy 
at Nanking, has been concelled in favour 
of Mr. Cheng, a gentleman who was 
educeted in the United States and who is 
at present holding the post of assistant 
magistrate at the Mixed Court here. 

THERE was a rumour on Wednesday, 
amongst certain native hongs here having 
dealings with Corean ports, to the effect 
that according to letters received from their 
correspondents at Chemulpo the Corean 
King had asked for a force of 2,000 
Russian Cossacks to protect him when he 
returns to the Palace. The rumour also 
states that the above request wus likely to 
be complied with. 

News has been received by wire that the 
snnusl meeting of the Indo-China S.N, Co. 
will be held on the 28th inst., when the 
directors will recommend the payment of 
a dividend of 8 per cent for 1895. 

CoNSIERADLE interost was manifested on 
‘Wednesday in a match for $500 between Mr. 
Oswald’s Ravelston and Mr. Lintom’s Blac: 
and White, which took place on the Race 
Course during the tiffin interval. Mr. H. 
H. Read rode Ravelston and Mr. Midwood 
Black and White, both ponies carrying 
weight for'inches and the distance being 
three-quarters of a mile. ‘The result w 
rather easy victory for Rarelstun, who drew 
away entering the straight and’ won with- 
out being pressed by three lengths. ‘The 
times were: quarter-mile, 284secs.; half- 
mile, 58secs.; three-quarter mile, Lin. 
BOjsecs. 

Ir energy on the part of those responsible 
for the arrangements, and liberality in the 
mutter of prizes, are any criterion, the 
Horse, Pony and Flower Show, which 
will be held to-morrow in an enclosure 
inside the Race Course, will be a huge 
success. The entries, which closed on 
Tuesday afternoon at four o'clock to the 
Hon. Sec, Mr. G. D. B. Bidwell, show 
8 considerable increase ‘upon previous 
years and the, prizes, whieh Pave. just 

wen’ selected by Mrs. C. 0. Liddell 
and Mrs. Fearon, are particularly tasteful 
and valuable, and should provoke keen 
competition. ’ They are valued at between 
$600 and $700, and include some entirely 
new and beautiful specimens of the silver- 
smith’s art. ‘They consist of ten firsts, eight 
seconds and five thirds, besides rewards 
for table decorations and flowers, and the 
usual money prizes for the flower exhibits. 
As an example of their character it is 
only necessary to instance the first prize 
in the gentlemen's driving competition, 
which consist of four pierced silver-work 
finger bowls, and the corresponding prize 
inthe ladies’ competition, which is a 
silver sugar basin ‘and eresm jug. | Ini 
stands, bowls, vases, and cups—all are 
above ‘the average in value and attractive- 
ness. ‘The committee responsible for the 
arrangements consists of Messrs. ©. O. 
Liddell, J. B. Cameron, F. Ayscough, 
F, Souter, L. Midwood, H. H. Read, J. 








Fearon, R. Shaw, H. W. Daniel, Callaway, 
and C. R. Burkill. The Judges in the 
Pony Division will be Messrs. Dudgeon, 
A. R. Burkill, Middleton, and Shaw, with 
‘the assistance’ of Captain D. Mackenzie in 
the tent: pegging competition. Dr. Hen- 
derson will fill the office of Referee. 

Tae pilot schooner Syren, No. 3, was 
sank by collision with the steamer Flint- 
shire off the Tungsha lightship on Wednes- 
day morning, Mr. Bull, the pilot on 
board at the time, being rescued without 
injury. The crew, with the exception of 
one Chinese who was drowned, were 
picked up by the Toonan and brought 
to Shanghai. The following notice 
been issued by the Customs :—The pilot 
boat Syren has sunk in 4 fathoms of 
water about 3} miles outside the Fair- 
way Bell Buoy, with Gutzlaff bearing S. by 
W., und the Bell Buoy N.W. 4 W., 
magnetic, The tops of her masts show 
above water.—The Syren has been doing 
duty asa pilot boat at Shanghai for more 
than thirty years. 


‘Tur tug Pushkar, which has beon built 
by Messrs. S.C. Farnham & Co. for the 
Russian Government, went down to Woo- 
sung on a trial trip on Monday afternoon. 
She is intended for service in VIadivostock, 
and in addition to her ordinary work of 
towing will he employed in mining and 
torpedo operations." Her dimensions are: 
length, 120 feet; beain, 20 feet 6 inches ; 
depth, 11 feet. She is fitted with engines 
by the builders of the compound type with 
cylinders of 16 and 32 inches diameter and 
24 inches stroke, developing an indicated 
horse-power of about 250. She has a com- 
plete service of fire and wrecking pumps so 
that she should prove capable of per- 
forming. almost anything in the way of 
salvage operations that may be required. 
There is a ballast tank forward and one 
aft for the purpose of trimming the vessel. 
Everything worked in a most. satisfactory 
manner on the trial, not the slightest hitch 
of any kind occurring. A speed of 103 
knots was recorded over the measured mile, 
being nearly a knot in excess of the contract 
speed. On arriving at the Old Dock the 

were tested successfully and 
proved capable of throwing a stream of 
water tos height of about 180 feet. Messrs. 
Farnham & Co. ate to be congratulated on 
the creditable manner in which the vessel 
has been constructed and equipped. We 
may mention that she has been built to 
the highest class in Lloyds, under the 
Superintendence of Mr. H. Sonne, Lloyd’s 
Surveyor. 

We understand that the Chinese Gov- 
ernment has given orders for a cruiser and 
two torpedo-catchers to the Vulean Yard, 
Stettin, through the agents of Mr. Krupp 
of Essen. 

Tar M.M. steamer Océanien, with the 
French mail of the 24th April, left Singa- 
pore for Shanghai on Saturday at 5 p.m. 

‘Tue 0. and 0. S. S. Co's str. Belgic 
arrived at San Francisco on Wednesday. 

Tar P.M.S.S. Co.'s str. City of Peking 
arrived at Yokohama from San Francisco 











salvage pum 


yesterday. 
‘Tae RMS. Empress of India arrived at 
Vancouver on Wednesday. 


‘Weare asked to state againthat the Pacific 
Mail and Occidental and Oriental Steamship 
Companies’ steamers will in future call at 
Honolulu both outward and homeward, 
commencing with the China, leaving San 
Francisco on the 20th inst.,’ and the City 
of Rio de Janeiro, leaving Hongkong on 
the 21st and Yokohama the 3ist instant. 

‘A reLeorax from Hongkong on Monday 
stated :~ Typhoon near ‘Bachee Channel, 
apparently moving towards N.N.E. 

Stoxats were hoisted at the semaphore 
on Tuesday notifying a typhoon to the East 
of Formosa, apparently travelling to the 





N.E. A telegram from Hongkong says that 


'S.|the typhoon is entering Luzon north of 






Bolinao between the parallels of 16° and 
17° N. Ths following telegram was received 
yesterday evening: Manila, 10 a.m.:— 
jhoon entered the Pacific ‘through N.E. 
of Luzon. Direction N.E. Southern part 
| of Japan in danger if direction not changed 
i before reaching there. 
| Iris wired from Japan that, as predicted 
by Manila on the 19th, there was a heavy 
* gale at Kobe on Wednesday. 
|" Ip The Rattle when it appears, and we 
are on the tip-toe of expectation of its 
pearance, is as good as its cover, the 
gaiety of nations will rise appreciably. 
Full of life is the figure of him ho, riding 
saddleless on his ass, wields the rattle ; 
| full of enjoyment are the groups of Chinese 
on either side, regardant. Supercilious, 
as is their wont, is the artist in the top 
corner ; laborious, as is their wont, is the 
| compensatory scribbler in the other corner, 
It is thoroughly delightful to know that The 
Rattle will be in its own words, ‘as a 
cheerful companion, invaluable—as 9 work 
of reference, necessary—as a general com- 
pendium of useful information, indispen- 
sable.” 
We have received from the Statistical 
| Department of the Customs, a copy of the 
Customs Gazette for Janunry-March, 1896, 
‘The comparative total collection of dues 
| and duties for the quarter was as under :— 
1896. _ 189% 
Hk. Ts. Hk, Tis. 
Chinese Treaty Ports...3,737,999 3,700,042 
Kowloon and Lappa ... 229,597 '197,052 
Lungehow and Méngtze 24,696 31,315 


‘Total. .....+0.8,992, 292 9,928,409 


It'must be remembered, however, that 
the total in 1895 includes Tamsui and 
‘Tainan from which nothing was received 
in 1896, Omitting these two ports, the 
revenue in 1895 at the Chinese Treaty 
Ports was only Tis. 3,516,468, so that 
there is really a gain this year of over 
Tis. 220,000. 

Mesny's Chinese Miscallany has been 
brought up to date by the issue of the 7th 
and 8th numbers of the second volume. 
Among the notes are interesting remarks 
on Szechuan and Central Asia; on the 
existing band of river pirates who were 
brought under control by the great Admired 
Péng Yii-lin, but have now gone back to 
their predatory ways ; and on the present 
Governor of Hunan, Chen Pao-chen, ete., 
ete. 

Ar the Mixed Court on Wednesday 
morning, Mr, F, E. Haskell’s mafoo was 
brought up for furious driving, Mr. Has- 
kell’s contention was that his pony vas 
s0 aged that it could neither bolt nor 
be driven furiousiy. The mafoo was, how- 
ever, eventually fined on the strength of 
the evidence of the police, but Mr. Haskell 

‘id the fine under protest and announced 

is intention to appeal. 

‘Unver the heading. ‘Fashionable M: 
riage,” the Foochow Kcho of the 9th gives 
‘a graphic account of the wedding at that 

rt on the 4th inst. of Mr. John ©. 

wwald to Miss Nina L. Day. 

We have received the Chefoo Express'of 
the 18th inst.—Admiral Alexéieff in his 
flagship Pamiat Azova, with the Admiral 
Nachimoff and Rurik, was to leave for Vla- 
divostock on the 19th. It was expected 
that besides the Russian fleet, there would 
he more than 20 foreign men-of-war at 
‘Viadivostock to celebrate the Czar's corona- 
tion.—The Chefoo Express says :—‘From a 
local point of view the disposal of Messrs. 
Fergusson &Co.’sforeshorefor building pur- 

.es must be regarded as very ill-advised. 
it has been the only place available for a 
boat harbour which is one of the most 
urgent necessities of our shipping trade, 
and public opinion here is consequently 
much opposed to the Russian project. A 
break-water on Lyell’s Point: would not 
adequately fill this long-felt: want and it is 
therefore tobe regretted that in this instance 
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Russia is standing in bar of a much needed 
Jocal improvement.”—A spring, the water 
of which rises 20 feet high, has been disco- 
vered in the western and the owner 
proposes to start a soda water factory. 

‘We have received the Peking and Tientsin 
Times of the 16th inst.—In the leading 
article the condition of the Peiho is dis- 
cussed, and the writer points out that a 

per survey must be made and plans 
rawn up before the Tsungli Yamén can be 
asked to improve the river.—A nine-ounce 
snipe has been seen and eaten in Tientsin.— 
Tientsin and Paotingfu have contributed 
$425.36 to the Armenian Relief Fund.— 
The new Tientsin Club has made a profit 
of $1,800 in four months. 

We have received Hongkong papers to 
the 18th inst.—The catching of butterflies. 
in the Hongkong cemetery is prohibited.- 
‘There were 8 cases of plague on the 9t! 
Another serious case of arson by which, 












however, little damage was done had been 
discovered in Hongkong.—The first Gymk- 
hana of the season was held on the 9th, 
snd was very successful. ‘The Half-Mile 
race for ponies was won by Major ‘Thomas’ 
Morrison, Uist. bibs. (Mr. Taylor), in, 60 


secs.; the Six Furlongs handicap by Mr. 
John Peel's The Laird, Uist. (Mr. Cruick- 
shank), in 1 min, 36}'secs.; the Farewell 
Cup, a’polo scurry, } mile, by Mr. Taylor’s| 
Throstle, 1st. Tbs. (Capt. Burney, in 
30 sees.; the Steeplechase by Mr. Hollond’s| 
Va r, 10st. 10lbs. (Mr. Boden); the 
Ladies’ ‘Nomination, round the course, the 
rider passing the winning post nearest to 
five minutes, no watch being carried, to win, 
by Capt. Burney, who was within the time 
by 6 seoonds ; and the Gymkhana Cup, one! 
mile, by Major Thomas's Morrison, lst. 
ibs. (Mr. Taylor), in 2 mins, 12 secs.— 
‘The Queen's Birthday is to be celebrated, 
and her Majesty's statue unveiled, at Hong- 
kong on the 28th.—There wote 11 cases of 
plague on the 8th, 12 on the 10th, and 10 
on the 11th. A Hongkong resident, whose| 
servants had all deserted him, went into 
their quarters, and found in them. the body. 
‘of his cook's wife, who had died of plague 
three days before.—There were 10 cases of 

Jague on the 12th and 9 on the 13th.— 
Sas. Playell, wife of Captain Playell, fell 
down stairs on the 4th at Penang, and was 
Killed.—The Report of A. S. Watson &Co., 
Ld., for 1895, shows a net profit, including 
87,613 brought forward from 1894, of 
$79,884.—Chief Justice with Mrs. and 
Miss Carrington arrived at Hongkong on 
tho 13th per Japan.—There were 9 cases of 
plague on the 14th.—A Marine Court was 
to be held at Hongkong on the 15th to 
enquire into the stranding of the Menmuir. 
“Samine tow prevails in Tongking, and 
subscriptions are being raised there for the 
benelit of the sufferers.—There were 17 
cases of plague on the 16th.—Dr. Martin 
of the 5.8. Menmuir died at Hongkong on 
the 14th. He was making the voyage in 








the Menmuir for the benefit of his health. | PS 


—The King of Siam was to leave Bangkok 
on his visit to Japan on the 10th inst.— 
‘There were ten cases of plague on the 16th, 
of which two cases came from Singapore. 

‘Tux two following notes are from the 
Daily Press of the Lith — 

“We translate from the Extremo Oriente 
the following reference to the Italian Sisters 
who have fallen victims to the plague :— 
Amongst the victims that the terrible 
bubonic plague has claimed this year in 
Hongkong are included two of the Italian 
Sisters, both of whom have rendered valua- 
ble service to this colony and especially 
to helpless infants. ‘They are Sister Elieas 
Guideli, who for five years has had charge: 
of abandoned children, and who died on the 
20th April in the Kennedytown Hospital, 
and Sister Luigia Frigerio, who for twenty- 
eight years has worked with great devotion 
for her convent, and who died on the 2nd 
of May in the Civil Hospital. 

“L'Indo-Chine Francaise mentions that 
on the 17th February last M. D. imported 


from Hongkong through Mr. Marty's firm 
& hundred cases of Kerosene. ‘The duty 
payable at that time was $99.83, which 
our contemporary remarks was already 
pretty high, seeing that the average price 
of Kerosene at Hongkong is about $2.10 
per ease, On the 13th, April. the- same 

. D. imported through the same firm 
another hundred cases and this time the 
dnty came to $129.12. This surprised the 
importer, who protested and made a claim 
on Mr. , who, in his turn, claimed 
on the Customs. The reply received from 
the Commissioner, which is published in 
full, states that on the Ist March a change 
was made in the method of calculating the 
duty payable on Kerosene, the contents of a 
case being taken as 33.6K. instead of 32k., 
and, further, duty was now charged on the 
tins themselves as well as on the contents, 
the duty on a hundred tins amounting 
to $25.71. Our contemporary remarks that 
these sudden increases in the duties, made 
from month without warning, constitute 
an abuse and a grave danger to trade, and 
that they should be strongly protested 

at 

Sm Nicholas O'Conor, the new British 
Ambassador, was presented to the Czar on 
the 10th April at the Winter Palace, with 
the following members of the Embassy :-— 
Mr. Goschen (Secretary), Mr. Des Graz, 
the Hon, L.D. Carnegie, and Mr. Grant 
Dufi(Assistant Secretaries), and Lieutenant 
Colonel Waters (Military Attaché). Before 
the ceremony the Master of the Ceremonies, 
with other Court officials, drove to the 
Embassy for the purpose of escorting the 
Ambassador to the Palace. Tt was shortly 
before two o'clock when Sir Nicholas and 
his staff took their seats in the Court 
carriages placed at,their disposal. ‘The 
Court ofticials occupied the first carriage ; 
Sir N. O'Conor was in the second, which 
was drawn by six horses; the members of 
the Embassy followed in four-horse carri- 
ages. Military honours were rendered at 
the entrance to the Palace, and Sir Nicholas 
‘was received in the Ambassadors’ Hall by 
the chief Court’personages, by whom he was 

wreceded into the great hall of the Palace. 
Bhortly afterwards the Grand Master of 
the Ceremonies ushered the Ambassador 
into the Emperor's presence, and Sir 
Nicholas then presented his credentials to 
the Czar, subsequently introducing the 
members of his staff to his Majesty.—Daily 
Press. 

‘Tue following is the finding of the 
Marine Court held in Hongkong on the 
1th instant, to enquire into the recent 
stranding of the steamer Menmoir:— 

“We find that the British steamship 
Menmuir, 77,120, of which Hugh Craig 
was master, the number of whose certificate 


as master is 93,119, left Kobe on the 30th 
April bound for Hongkong, having passed 
the Inland Sea of Japan. That having 


ed ‘Ten Foot Rock light at the entrance 
to Bingo waters and the night being fine, at 
midnight the master, who had been on the 
bridge up to that time, went to his cabin 
on the lower bridge to lie down, trusting to 
well known orders of a general description 
hat he would be called when the narrow 
waters of the Kunashima shoal were 
reached, and leaving the European pilot, 
who had made the voyage repeatedly 
before in the Menmucir, in charge of the 
navigation. The second officer was on 
watch and understood the general orders 
that the captain was to be called when the 
ship got into narrow waters. That, the 
pilot went to sleep in a cabin on the bridge, 


d officer e uneasy about the 
position of the ship and he called the pilot, 
‘who explained himself in a way that re- 
assured the second officer ; but a quarter 
of an hour after this he again called him 











| 
| 


and then it was too late, for before the 


course could be altered or speed stoy 

the ship was on shore. ‘Tue casualty oa 
directly due to the negligence of the licensed 
European pilot, who was called by the 
officer of the watch when the ship had 
run her distance from the time of the 
last observation, but seeing the special 
circumstances of the case when the ship 
was steering stem on to land with a 
prospective alteration of course of about 
eight points, which could only be made 
after the Ind ahead had been approached 
to within about two miles, the Court is 
of opinion that more definitive orders 
should have been given with reference 
to calling the master, and knowing that 
the speed was regular the master should 
have left orders to be called at a certain 
hour. The Court is further of opinion 
that had the second officer, who was on 
watch, displayed a sufficient amount of 
interest in the navigation of the ship to 
cause him to consult the chart when 
doubts had arisen in his mind he would pro- 
bably now have been entitled to the credit of 
having averted the casualty. ‘The ship sus- 
tained nodamage, and, withthe exception of 
the above, appears to'have been navigated 
in a proper and seamanlike manner. The 
Court does not deal with the certificate of 
the master or officer. The Court is of 
opinion that the attention of the licensing 
authority at Kobe for pilots for the Inlan; 
Sea might with advantage be called to the 
opinion they have expressed with regard 
to the negligence of the pilot Bischof, who 
was in pilot charge of the Menmvir at the 
time of the casualty.” 

We have received Corea and Japan papers 
with dates from Seoul to the 7th, Yoko- 
hama the 12th, Kobe the 14th, and Naga- 
saki the 16th inst.—The Seoul Independent 
hopes. the Corean Government will refuse 

int-blank to pay $5,000 each for the 

japanese murdered in’ Corea, who went 
into the interior without passports. ‘The 
Japanese were the main cause of the 
troubles in Corea, and haye paid no in- 
demnity for the murder, of the Queen by 
order of Viscount Miura,—Japanese are 
anxious to build a railway from Seoul 
to Fusan, and French are anxious to 
build one from Seoul to Wiju, which 
we presume will be connected with the 
Russian system in Manchuria.—A Japan- 
ese telegram from Chemulpo says that 
signs of an alliance between Japan and 
Great Britain are making their appear- 
ance in Corea.—A centenary celebration 
of Dr. Jenner's discovery of vaccination was 
to take place at Tokio on the 14th.— 
‘The greater part of the mulberry leaves in 
the Nagano district have been killed by an 
untimely frost.—There were 64,000 cases of 
choleraamong'| ‘the Japanese in 1895, of which 
38,500 torminated fatally. ‘There wero 
8,331 deaths from typhoid fever, 12,018 
from dysentery, 3,036 from diphtheria, 49 
from typhus, and 268 from small-po: 
‘The ratifications of the revised treaty with 
Denmark were exchanged at Copenhagen 
on the 6th.—Untimely frosts haye done 
great. injury to the tea plants in Japan, 
and the crop will probably be considerably 
reduced in eonsequence.--It is reported that 
Armstrong’s branch foundry is to be 
located at Wada Point, Kobe, but the 
Japan Mail says there is no truth, as 
far as it can ascertain, in the stor 

that Armstrongs are going to establisl 
a dockyard in Japan.—Colonel Sartorius, 
B.a., has beon appointed military attaché 
to the British Legation in Tokio.—Tho 
bubonic plague has broken out in the An- 
ping district in Formosa, and all steamers 




















Teaving word with the second officer to call ' in Japanese Government service have been 

him at a certain time, and that he was so | ordered not to call 

called ; that he altered the course and then » Marn went ashore at Sanuki in the Inland 

again went to sleep. That at about 2 a.m. | Sea, but was towed off by the Asagao Maru 
e seco 


the ‘The Tutomi 


and returned to Kobe on the 7th.—A Japa- 
nese soldier went up Fuji alone on the 3rd 
and “has not been heard of since.—The 
Nagasaki Shipping List says that 3,000 
rifles arrived at Seoul from Vladivostock 
on the 9th. 
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‘Tae Japan Mail of the Lith says :-—The 
whole of the second: portion of the Indem- 
hity, together with the money on account 
of the occupation expenses of Weihaiwei, 
as just been paid to Japan. It consists of 


three sums, namely, 50 million Tis. of the | Mr. J 


Indemnity, 500,000 Tis. on account of 
Weihaiwei, arid it million Tls., the interest 
‘on 50 niillions for 6 months: The sterling 
equivalent of the total was £8,225,245 
is. 10d., one-half of which, as already 

ported, 
a ‘telegraph says that the second half 
sas paid over in London on the 8th instant. 
From the Nichi Nichi Shiminm we. learn 
that of the moiety received in Berlin, one 
half will be transferred immediately to 
Japan, the remainder being lodged in the 
Imperial Bank of Germany. The English 
moiety will remain in London for the pre- 
sent, end be gradually drafted to Japan in 
accordance with the convenience of the 
imoney market, so.as to produce the mini- 
mutn disturbance of exchange. 

‘Nae equipment of the cruiscr Suma 
which was launched at Yokosuka in Febru- 
ary last year, having been completed, 
Captain Shikano Yunoshin has been ap” 
Predee ‘to the command of the man-of-war. 

She is a stecl cruiser of 2,700 tons displace- 
ment and 8,500 horsepower and is a 
tister-ship to the Akashi now being built 
ft Yokosuka, She is expected to develop 
‘4 speed of 20 knots and she has an armour- 
protected deck, Her armament consists of 
two Ld:c.m., six 12-c.m., and twelve 47- 
nim. quick-firing guns, four machine guns, 
and two torpedo-tubes. The cost of her 
construction and equipment is put at 
1,579,730 yen. Jaren Gazette. 

‘Tus British ship Blairmore, a steel vessel 
cof 1,767 tons net, owned by A. McMillan 
& Son, Dumbarton, and commanded by 
Captain J. Cav, capsized in San Francisco 
Harbour recently during a squall, A very 
short tinte after turning over she sank out 
of sight, carrying down six men, namely 
the Chief Officer, S. Ludgate, who leaves 
a wife and two children in London to mourn 
his loss ; Steward Charles ‘Tenny, shipped 
at San Francisco; Apprentice R. B. Stegel, 
two A.Bs. named A. Symskand and 
H. F, Clark, and sail-maker T. Renne- 
baum. The list of those saved is as 
follows :--J. Caw, Master; McDonald, 
Recond Mate; Melville, Third Mate; J. 
Watson, carpenter; apprentices, J, B, 
Pope, V. 0. Bannehr, A, Powell, H. H. 
Boll,’ and 8. M. Marwick. ‘The theory is 
that’ the vessel was tripped by the tide, 
when broadside on to the squall and 
swinging to the current. It was a terrible 
catastrophe, and one of the horrors of it is 
that the pounding on the side of the vessel 
hy those entrapped in her could be heard 
by those on board the tug Actire, which 
went to the assistance of the crew but 
could do nothing for the entombed men. 
‘The Union Iron Works sent 4 boat with 
tnachinists to open the vessel’s sides, but 
when they arrived the Blainnore had dis- 
appeared. —Japan Mail. 

‘A conpespoxpEst of a Ceylon paper 
states that some native Buddhist gentlemen 
of Panadura are taking steps to establish a 
seminary for Buddhist priests to teach them 

European languages and send them out to 
the Wost as missionaries to preach the creed 
of Buddha. 

Tae Singapore Free Press prints the 
following special telegram 

HEAVY DEFALCATIONS: IN PENANG. 
Penang, 6th May, 1.43 p.m. 

Messrs. Behn, Meyer's Chinese store- 
eoper has surrendered and is charged 
with criminal breach of trust in connection 
with tin to the extent of $83,000. 

He has been released on bail, $15,000. 

(The Chinaman referred to is Lowcheng, 
who has been for four years with Messrs. 
Behn, Meyer and Co.” He -was formerly 
manager of Chenglee and Co. It is believed. 
that the modus operandi was to receive 
tin into the store from other people. The 





























‘stock would thus always come right, but 
the tin would not necessarily belong to 
B., M. & Co] 

Tue following is an extract from a 
Review of the Trade of India for. 1894-5, by 
-. J. EB. O'Conor, €.1.5. :— 






‘their report for 1894, 
“Tn their report for 1894 the then 


‘Committee had to record a very depressed | 
if E j State of trade from which recovery seemed 
was paid over in Berlin, and | ijk 


ely to be slow and by no means 
immediate. It is gratifying ‘to state, 
however, that notwithstanding’ the war in 
the Further East, there has been'a decided 
improvement in’ the trade, and more 
especially since the end of last year a 
better feeling has been apparent all round, 
and it is believed that the majority of 
well-managed mills have been working to 
a fair profit. The improvement. in. the 
condition of the:trade has not apparently 
been sufficiently marked to lead to the 
erection of new mills, only one mill having 
been added to the list of those in operation 
in India during the year 1893. There 
has, however, been an’increase of 73,819 
spindles and 2,990 looms during the twelve 
months, showing that “extensions and 
improvements have not, been altogether 
at a standstill. The ‘increase in the 
number of looms is noteworthy as showing 
a tendency io bestow’ greater attention 
to the requirements of the country itself, 
and therefore to place less dependence 
on the export trade in yarns. 

_ The progress of the spinning and weaving 
industry in the last five years is shown in 
the tabie appended. 








Year, Number Number Number 
* of Mills. of Spindles. of Looms, 
125 3,197,740 93,845 

127 3,268,524 24,670 

130 3,378,303 26,317 

137 3,539,681 29,392 

1 3,710,925 34,116 


Ix a speech to his constituents at South- 
port on the 28th of March last, Mr. Curzon 
made the following remarks on Siam :— 

‘I take the case of Siam; which, although 
it may not command much interest in this 
country, is yet a question in which, having 
been in the country, T have taken a deep 
interest. Coming back to England now 
‘some three years ago, and seeing already 
sufficiently clearly an indication of the 
danger impending in that country ventured 
to draw the attention of the then Liberal 
Gevernment to the subject. But when I 
mentioned it I was pool hed in the 
House of Commons, and when my friend 
Lord Lamington raised it in the House of 
Lords, he was replied to hy Lord Rosebery, 
who said he had no information on the 
subject. A little later on the late Govern- 
ment found how serious’ it was. There 
was one moment when. they were almost 
on the verge of war with.France, and how 
critical that moment was those only who 
were cognisant of what passed have any idea. 
Lord Rosebery invented the idea of what 
was called ‘a ,’ which was to 
settle the position of England and France 
in a very remote district on the upper 
waters of the river Mekong, and to con- 
stitute this buffer State he was prepared 
to give away two slices of British territory 
—one on the east'and the other on the 
west side of the river. Well, I always 
contended myself that the buffer State was 
an illusion and would -break down, and 
when later the geographical experts who 
were sent out to delimitate the State 
arrived on the spot they at once fell ont. 
No agreement was possible, and the idea 
had to be abandoned. Since then we have 
come into power, and we have succeeded in 
‘coming toan agreement with France. While 
guaranteeing the principal, the wealthi 
and the most prosperous part of Siam in 














the course of that agreement, we have 
surrendered that one of. the tio strips of 
territory of which I have: before’ spoken. 
which lies on the far side of this distant 


1 goes about the count 


river, while we have retained the. other; 
and Yet, though: we succeeded where ho 
failed, though this is the limit and extent 
of our surrender to France, Lord Rosebery 
and talks of our 
having surrendered ‘that he fought for. 
All I can. say is that if that is the i 
idea of continuity of policy it does nob give 
us much confidence in the practice of that 
which is so amicably preached. (Cheers.)” 

‘Tae London and China Express. of the. 
10th ult., says :—The Paris papers announce 
that the. recall of M. Gérard, French 
Minister at Peking, and. that he would fill 
the duties of Director at the Ministry of 
Fereign Affairs, is officially contradicted. 

‘Ture following notes are from the London 
cand. China. Express of the 10th ult. :— 

In the Tea market business is but par- 
tially resumed at firm prices. The extra. 
ordinary plethora of money (almost unlend- 
able) and the dininution in the,import of 
staple products -at this period of the year 
should keep markets firm, as, indeed, is 
now the: caso. Export business is more 
extended to Russia, doubtless in view of 
the Coronation festivities. * 

‘The silver market has shown some im- 

jrovement. "The price of bars has riscn to 
B13-16d.'on goad demand, from China 
and a rise in the Indian Bazaar price. The 
Paris Mint.is inviting ‘tenders. for the 
supply of £110,000 Silver, ‘and. this is 
making the market firm in the.absence of. 
sales from New York, ' Following a decline 
in the Hongkong premium, the. value of 
Mexican dollars has fallen, and the nearest 
Ptice is 302d. 

The Grafton returning from taking out 
a new crew for the Collingtwood, in tho 
Mediterranean, is to be fitted for service 
on the China Station, relieving the Bdjay, 
which was commissioned at Devonport 
three years ago, Official orders to this effect 
were issued to the Chatham Dockyard au. 
thorities on the 8th inst...The Grafton is 
expeoted at Chatham on the 18th inst,, and 
‘she will imme a be fitted out for her 
new commission. ‘The Edgar is to return 





to Devonport. She is-one of the Koyat 
Arthur, class, which has proved the most 


Successful typeof raiser the world has yb 
produced, for each vessel of the type hus 
not only exceeded expectations,, but has 
improved with age. 

‘At a meeting of the Anglo-Raigsian Liter 
ary Society held at the Luperial Institute, 
Mr. Owsiankin, of Vladivostock, delivered 
an address, descriptive of Siberia, its, his. 
tory, present position, and prospects, ‘The 
president of the society, Mr. E. A, Cazalot, 
gave some interesting details with regard 
to'the tea trade between Russia and China, 
He said that Mr. Owsiankin was the de- 
scendant of one of the enterprising mer- 
chants who went frém Moscow to Gentral 
Siberia many year-ago, with caravans of 
goods, and brought back tea, At that time 
it was the only route by which tea. pene- 
trated Russia from China, and tea was pro- 
hibited from entering Rassia ia any other 
way. He was in Odessa twenty-five years 
ago when the first cargo of ‘tea came-in 
from China vid the Suez Canal. 

No step has yet ‘been taken on’ the 
Mekong to carry out the ' Anglo-French 
Agreement of 15th January. British troops 
are still at Mongsin, which has become 
French. One curious episode is the deposi- 
tion of the chief of Kiang Cheng, of which 
Mongsin is, or was, part. By a solemn 
notification, the Government of India has 
deprived him of all ‘authority and: jutis- 
diction in any part of the Queen’s dominions 
‘or in any sphere of influence of the British 
Crown. ‘The offence of this potentate was 
that when a British force ‘was sent’ into 
Kiang Cheng before the recent Convention 
he straightway fled, and. could not be in: 





t, |duced to hold any communication ‘with 


British officers. 
There is little further to add ‘to the 





iculars already ‘given: concerning the 
Bee Chinese Loar’. ‘Basin teeta is 
to the applications in Germany states that 
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the loan was so over-subscribed that only 
2 per cent of the subscriptions in Germany |' 
‘could receive allotments. 

‘The allotment of: the amounts asked for 
here has in .general given satisfaction. 
Small investors have received more con- 
sideration than those who applied for large 
onthe Panis 1 ‘hat appears to be 

‘The Paris Temps, in what aj to 
a semi-ofticial Note, states dae not only 
was the Chineso Loan offered to the French 
financial establishments, ‘but that: the 
Minister of Finance had several interviews 
with the chiefs of those ‘establishments 
concerning it. ‘Though that Minister sought 
to:induce them to take up the Loan, these 
‘establishments offered at first only 89 per 
‘cént, and then’ 90 per cent. In'the mean- 
while ‘the Antglo-German ‘Syndicate took 
sup’ the Loan at 94 per cent, and offered 
it to the. public at 98}. The reason 
which made the French establishments 
refuse to give more than 90, or, at most, 
'92 per ‘cent, was that’ the new Loan is 
guaranteed by nothing but the remainder 
of,the Chinese Customs dues, after payment 
cof the Chinese Loan guaranteed by Russia. 
‘The French financiers, being ignorant of 
“the 'exact terms of-the Russian arrangeriient 
vith China, feared'ithat events:might hap- 
pen which ‘would perhaps deprive the new 

in ofat - least a portion of its guarantee. 

‘Tue following notes are from the London 
& Ohina Express of the'l7th ult. :— 

‘Mr. best a oad ‘has béen elected 
‘Chairman of ‘the'Chartered Bank of India, 
Australia, and.China, consequent upon the 
retirement of Mr. William Paterson, who 
‘has ocoupied the chair for twenty-one Years. 
‘Mt. Patersdn ‘still remains an ordinary 
‘Director‘of the bank. 

‘The Silver market has not undergone any 
jmaterial alteration,‘ With scarcely any de- 
mand, and gradually falling. cohange, the 
‘price of bars fell on the 14th to 30 13-16d. 
“But little ‘was''to be ‘had st ‘this ‘price, and 
-the:market at'once hardened’in.the absence 
of selling.pressure. On the 16th thé-market 
was hard at 30 15-16., with New York offe- 
ring moderately at 31d. Mexican dollars 
have shared: in the decline in Silver, and 
may be quoted at 304d. in the absence of 
dealings. 

The ‘Cea market rules steady for British 
.gidwn, bub for China there is little done 
petvabely inthe generally ir supplies, 
sduspite the'low pricés at which ‘Peis ‘are 
‘obtainable.’ One way to recover the lost 
trade is: for importers'in the coming season 
to send forwar Teas with strength ;.gene- 
‘tally there is no complaint as to'want,of 
‘flavour in ‘China ‘Tea. ' The" dpportunity 
inow offered is most favourable, seeing the 
deterioration inCeylon Tes, As the: year 
‘advances’ standard quality Tea becomes 
seatce, and early imports from whatever 
“source inust command a realy sale; backed 
up by the :prosperous'state of commerce. 

‘The Stccess of the recently-issued Chinese 
Joan—a success we may remark that is very 
largely. due'to the management and’ tact 
shown by Mi, ‘Ewen Cameron, the Manager 

‘of the ‘Hongkong-and Shanghai Bank in 
London—seems: to -have inspired - greater 
confidence amongst all interested im and 
trading with China. As one old “China 
‘hand “remarked, ‘Chita things ‘seem to be 
‘genetally ‘looking ‘up. With a’ start made 
in railway construction, ‘and the hope that 
some better settlement. of the transit pass 

juestion may. possibly be brought about ere 
long, eUnimerctal siiatters in ‘China look 
‘better than forisotie tinte ‘past. ae 

Bt 


‘A “TosnoN ‘telegram dated April 
‘BOYS by the Times 








:— The suit brought 
Against the Central News, the plaintit 
‘charging that. the despatches supplied by 
‘he dofondant regarding the Chino-Japanese 
«war'were largély expanded, was’ concluded 
in the High Court of Justite yesterday, 
the Central News consenting to a verdict 











“for the Times for ‘£5 damages and costs, 
“the Times having withdrawn’ all 'the charges 
sdf fraud cOntaitied ik the’ eottipldint pon 


which the action was based. 


12 ‘trips, aver 


So much of the passenger traffic between 
‘England and the Far East goes by ‘the 
Canadian ‘Pacific Railway, that the Atlantic 
isnow a regular part-of the road to and 
from home. This gives interest to the 
following extract from a recent issué of 
Transport -— 

“A return has been prepared, at the in- 
stance of Sir John Leng, by the Post- 
master-General, giving a. full and complete 
statement, drawn up in tabular form, 
regarding the American mail service during 
the past year. It shows the time—days, 
hours, and minutes—occupied in the 
transit of the mails,’ both outward and in- 
ward, during the twelve-months by the 
principal steamers plying between Queens- 
town and New York, and Southampton and 
New York, and vice vers, The year wit- 
-nessed no~remarkable developments in 
regard to, speed. The principal steamers 
were able to repeat their performances of 
the previous year ; but there was nothing 
sensational in the way of quick time. The 
Tneaniee and Genpees stil pee the — 
for 5] on the Liverpool paskage, while 
the Bars and, New York maintain their 
high reputation on the Southampton route. 

“On the outward es to New York 
the Lucania, of the Cunard Line, made 12 
‘trips, averdging 5 days 19 hours 51 mintites, 
andithe same Company's steamer, Gampanin 
9 trips, -averaging-5 days: 23. hours ‘52 
minutes. Next to them comes the White 
Star steamer, Majestic, with 12 trips, 
averaging 6 days 8 hours 37 minutes, 
‘Then the Cunard steamer, Etruria, with 
ing 6 days 11 hours 5 
minutes, “followed by the Tevtonic, with 
13. trips, averaging 6 days 13 hours 17 
minutes. \g Now to the service from. 
Southampton it appeats that the American 
Line steamer, ‘St. Parl, made 3 trips, and 
her average was 6 days 15 hours and 31 
minutes. The eS Louis follows: eter 
with a record-of 9 trips, averaging 6 days 
Ta hours and-2 minutes The ‘New York 
has done ‘better than either of them, having 
made-14 trips, averaging 6 days 13 hours 
30 minutes. The Paris’s time is 14 trips, 
averaging 6 days 16 hours 17 minutes, 
which is closely approximated by the 
Umbria's 13 trips, averaging “6 days 17 
hours 48 minutes. The Angista Victoria, 
Columbia, and Normannia, of theHamburg 
Packet Company, are all behind’ these, 
while the Fitrst Bismarck alone, with 6 
trips, approaches ‘them, viz., 6 days 14 
hours 49 minutes. 

“Phe homeward record shows that the 
Campania heads the list with 8 trips, ave- 
raging 5days 17 hours 40 minutes, followed 
by the Lucania, with 11 trips, averaging 5 
days 18 hours 32 minutes. The Teutonic 
here takes the thivd place with n record-of 

‘passages, averaging 6 days 8 hours 14 
minutes, and the Etruria the fourth, with 
11 voyages, averaging 6 days 10 hours 25 
minutes. ‘The Majestic comes next with 12 
trips, averaging 6 days 11 hours 1 minute. 
‘The ‘New York-made-14 trips averaging 6 
days 14 hours 15 minutes. “The St...Paul, 
St, Louis, and Paris come next in order.” 


Warrtxe on the-9th of April“ Silver- 
lance” says in ‘Transport 

“The premium on the new Chinese Ioan 
had an unexpected fall last week. There 
was a sudden descent froni 2 to about 
premium, and speculators to thin! 
that tho issue Would probably meet with 
but qualified success. A good many “‘stags” 
‘sold a'very large. proportion of the amount 
‘of stock they applied for. They were caught 
‘out; and on Tuesday they-had to-buy back 
in the-market. ‘The list closed on Wednes- 
day of last week, and notwithstanding the 
holiday and the very large number of ap- 
Plications received tha allotment ‘letters 
were sent out on Saturday. ‘This was ren- 
dered -possible by the clerks ini the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai ‘Bank working all day 
,on-Good Friday, in consideration for-which 
they will get three days’ holiday later in the 
year. When business therefore opened on 











‘Tuesday applicantsknew exatfly the amount 
of stock they had received, and many specu- 

Tators found the allotment very much smaller 

than they wanted. - In making the allotment 
the principle adopted was to give large 
amounts whenever the applications appea- 
red to be'of a purely investment character, 
while applications which had: the appea- 
rance of being on behalf of “stags” re- 
ceived scanty consideration. In  conse- 
quence of this, the price though only about 
the premium at the opening, advanced 
rapidly to 24 and closed at'24 premium. Tt 
is worth while remembering that there still 
remains.a balance of £6,000,000 of the last 
loan to be issued, and later on China will 

be in the market for another £16,000,000, in 
order to complete the indemnity payments. 

Itis ‘extremely probable that what ‘remains 
to-be paid after the instalment due on 8th 
May next will be raised chiefly. in this 
country.” 

Dr. Coxas Doyle, writing from Cairo to 
the Westminster Gazette (‘Before ‘tho 
Campaign”), gives a picture of ‘the Eng- 
lishmen who are to seen within the 
Precincts of the ‘Turf Club there--men who 

‘ave, he says, done so much to regenerato 
Egypt. ‘Of all the singular experiences 
of this most venerable ‘land” (writes Dr. 
Doyle) ‘‘surely this rebuilding at the hands 
of a group of bustling, clear-headed: Anglo- 
Saxons is the most extraordinary. . There 
are Garstin and Wilcocks, the it water 
captains who'have coaxed the Nile to right 
and: to’ left, until ‘the time ‘seems to be 
coming when none of its waters will ever 
reach the Mediterranean at all.. There is 
Kitchener, tall and straight, a grim silent 
soldier, with the weal of a Dervish bullet, 
‘pon his face. ‘There you'may seo Rogers, 
who stamped out the cholera ; Scott, who 
reformed the law; Palmer, who relieved 
the overtaxed fellaheen; Hooker, who ex+ 
terminated ‘the locusts; Wingate, who 
‘knows more ‘than any European of the 
currents of feeling in the Soudan—the 
same Wingate who reached his‘arm:out a 
thousand miles and plucked ‘Slatin out of 





Khartoum, And beside him the, small 
man with the yellow-brown moustache and 
the cheery, ruddy face is Slatin himself, 
whose one wish in the world now is to have 
the Khalifa at his sword point—that Kha- 
lifa at whose heels he had run for so many 
weary years.” 

‘Tue following clipping is from: The New 
York Christian Advocate : 

Q. 4286. Cana Christian minister with 

ropriety take part in the centennial cele+ 
Pration of tho'death of the poet Robert 
Burns? 

‘A. From a literary point of view, yes, 
if he should be invited and see fit. Yet it 
would be proper for him in a delicate man- 
ner to indicate that he ‘recognised the in- 
firmitios of Burns and some of the moral 
blemishes in his poetical works. This could 
be done without giving the slightest offence. 
It would be wise'for him, ‘under such cir- 
‘cumstances, ‘to converse frankly with ‘the 
committee.’ It would’also be expedient for 
him to consider what other speakers might 
say, lest, as a clergyman, “he -should be 
placed in an equivocal position by consent- 
ing to speak with: certain men who-might 
be invited to speak on the occasion. 


‘A panacrarH appearing in the San 
Fruncisco Bulletin says :—it is proposed 
by Colonel M. R. Jefferds, C.E.; of Chicago, 
to establish a permanent exhibition. of 
American manufactures in ‘Shanghai, to 
be incorporated under the name of the 
American-Chinese Chamber. of Commerce. 
‘The building ‘to be ‘erected will: have 
90,000 square feet for exhibitors to display 
their wares, the whole business to be under 
the control ‘of well-known ‘nd responsible 
‘Americans, who will make sales, report on 
the credit ‘standing of buyers, and attend 
to collections. The idea commends. itself 
to the consideration of all interested in an 








extension of American trade-with'China’a 
400,000,000 people, more or less, 
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COPPER CURRENCY. 
19th May. 
Ar preseut a great need of China iu all 
her large cities is an increase of copper 
coins. ‘I'he ‘Treasurer of each province 
finds it necessary to face a great financial 
difficulty, and to meet it by a uew 
coinage. The trouble is caused by a 
fall in the copper cash value of silver. 
Dollars are changed for at least ten per 
cent Jess than they were a year ago. 
According to old precedent ‘the high 
officers of each proviace, the superin- 
tendents, the prefects, and tho city 
magistrates have the responsibility of 
seeing that there is no deficiency of 
copper cash. ‘I'he chief cause of the 
deficiency is in the perpetual growth in 
trade and in population. ‘To this is 
added the cessation of new coiuage in 
the cities. ‘I'his was the consequence 
of the 'aiping rebellion which stopped 
the supply of copper from Yunnan. 
Whe want of new copper cash thus 
occasioued bas now to be supplied. ‘The 
ery in the great cities of Western coun- 
tries is for more gold. In Chiua the 
cry is for more copper. The conditions 
of life are different in China and among 
her many millions there are multitudes 
who ate content with copper for all 
“commercial uses. In every act of 
civilised commerce an equivalent to the 
article purchased is needed. It may be 
gold, silver, copper, nickel, or a paper 
token, ‘This the buyer must have at 
hand, ‘The paper token or bank note 
was used by the Chinese for centuries 
before it was common in Europe. It 
still remains among them as an efficient 
méans of conducting their trade and 
adding to the wealth of the merchant. 
It can be changed at will for the metal 
it represents, The issuer of the paper 
token is banker to the temporary 
holder and can use the metal of which 
it is the representative (before it is 
called for) in other money-making ways, 
‘As to the day labourer, he earns and 
speuds each day from ten to forty 
cents according to the amount of skill 
he possesses. His marketing he can do 
with copper or silver currency. He 
never sees gold except as an ornament 
‘in the houses or costumes of the rich, 
or apread in thin leaf over the images 
in Buddhist temples, or in some other 
artistic shape adapted to please the 
eye. Hence copper cash must be 
supplied to the market to an amount 
sufficient to make up for the absence 
of new coinage during many years and 
the annual increase of a million 
-and’ a. half to the’ population. New 
citizens have new needs and foreign 
trade .has in China largely increased 
the number of workers and the variety 
of their occupations. Iu the tables of 
native produce in the Customs Returns 
of Trsde for Shanghai the articles 
exported are arranged under about 350 
heads, in alphabetical order from alum 
to yak tails, ‘These not being enough 
another heading appears as “sundries 
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uneoumerated.” The foreign articles 
imported are placed under about 550 
heads from agar agar to worm tablets 
and “sundries unenumerated.” ‘The 
Chinese want from foreign countries 
more things than they produce. But 
the value of the exports is much greater 
than the value of the imports. Last 
year the total imports in the China trade 
at all the open ports were of the value of 
175 million taels and the exports were 
of the value of 212 million taels. China 
received 37 million taels more than she 
expended. China is largely a. country 
which exports raw material. The 
great effort China is now making to 
extend her manufactures will eventu- 
ally produce changes in the relation of 
her imports to her exports, She will 
grow richer by the industry of the 
people and the irrepressible growth of 
the population. 

Whe foreigner by coming to China 
and stimulating her industry also stimu- 
lates the growth of her population. The 
arrival of Europeans has been the most 
powerful of all the causes which have 
given to China its immense superiority 
in numbers to other nations. During 
past ages the Chinese had the same 
fertile land and the same habits of in- 
dustry, but the population did not in- 
crease by leaps and bounds till the Eu- 
ropean came, Fortunately for the rulers 
of China, the European came not to 
conquer but to trade. China requires 
foreign articles of consumption under 
550 heads because they have been 
brought to her door. She made trial of 
them, found they were to her taste, and 
sent for more. But every new article 
of production and consumption gives 
work for the hands of the labourer or 
the manufacturing artisan or the trades- 
man or the busy housewife inher cottage 
home. What a wide field then is pre- 
sented for currency seeing that every 
act of exchange of any sort of property 
needs money asits representative. For 
every purchaser must have a money 
income to purchase what he and his 
family require. His money must in 
China be either copper or silver or 
paper equivaleut for both these metals. 
Current coins ought to be provided by 
the State because the State acts for the 
people and can enforce obedience to 
the laws by penalties. Just at pre- 
sent the Treasurers in obedience to the 
Viceroys and Governors of the provinces 
are quite wise to make a large number 
of copper cash for the immediate wants 
felt by the traders. Every new coin 
ought to be made with no more copper 
in it than six parts in ten, otherwise it 
will be melted down for the copper by 
unprincipled persons, ‘The Canton new 
cash is a very good coin which ought 
to become popular. Zine is used in 
making it. The old Chinese cash has 
often too much copper in it; it was made 
when copper was cheap. All such cash 
ought to be-bought up by the autho- 
Tities and reissued as new cash properly 
made with alloy. The old rule in 
Peking cash foundries was two parts 
sand and eight parts copper. Such 





coins ought to. be made no longer. 
Among the reforms which it is to.be 
expected China will adopt in all the 
provinces is the manufacture of copper 
cash with a suitable alloy ; to its brassy 
appearance the people will become 
accustomed. It would be well to buy 
in the old cash in order to prevent 
illegal melting down which is. constant- 
ly proceeding. Chinese reverence for 
the former emperors may object but it 
ought to be done, and if the old cash 
were bought in extensively the autho- 
rity of the Government in enforcing 
the use of new coins would be increased, 
At present official notifications com- 
manding the acceptance of small silver 
coins at their true value are not suffi- 
ciently respected. The copper cash in 
use through the whole country needs all 
to be recoined with a suitable alloy as 
in foreign mints. Just now at Hang- 
chow a good price is paid for all old 
copper as well as new. Shanghai can- 
not supply the amount of -copper 
required at Hangehow for the present 
emergency. Copper images in temples 
are in danger. But it is upon old copper 
basins, kettles, and ladles that the 
mint at Hangchow chiefly has its’ eye 
fixed. Doubtless the crafty brazior 
will take advantage of the opportunity. 
If the Government does not set the 
example he will buy up old cash, large 
and tempting, weighing at least 6} 
catties per thousand, and turn a dis- 
honest penvy by the transaction. If 
the brazier will do it and cannot be 
prevented, why should not the Govern- 
ment do it on a legal footing iu order 
to meet the present need ? 





A SERIOUS PROSPECT. 
20th May. 
Ir the news contained in the second 
Reuter’s telegram that we publish this 
morning is worthy of credit, the peace of 
Europe is not to last longer than the 
Czar’s coronation. As soon asthat is over, 
Great Britain is to be disciplined by 
France and Russia. ‘'hey have decided 
that we are to evacuate Egypt, and they 
will take the first opportunity to make 
a vigorous effort to enforce their deci- 
sion, Lord Salisbury has made just as 
definite promises to evacuate Egypt as 
Mr. Gladstone has done, and there is 
hardly an English statesman in England 
or Egypt who thinks it desirable for 
England that her ocoupation of Egypt 
should be permanent. But we must 
choose our own time for going; we aro 
not good at takivg orders from any one. 
It may very well be doubted whether 
either France or Russia would go to 
war to tura us out of Egypt. ‘The 
French objection to our remaining there 
is much of it very unreal. Our con- 
tinued presence there may wound 
French amour propre, but French 
bondholders have gained largely and 
still gain by our administration of the 
country. Russia’s only complaint is 
that we may at some time or other stop 
her communication with Vladivostock 
by sea; but the Power that ‘has the 
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command of the sea has the command 
of the Suez Canal; and even if we 
evacuated Egypt we should lave the 
same power to close the Suez Canal that 
we have now. For ourselves we hope 
that it will not be long before our 
statesmen will consider it safe to with- 
draw our troops from Egypt, proper 
guarantees being taken that the Suez 
Canal shall wot be interfered with ; 
but menaces, even if accompanied by 
constant annoyances wherever our inte- 
rests come in contact with those of 
France and Russia, will not accelerate 
our evacuation. 





THE BRITISH AND RUSSIAN 
NAVAL SQUADRONS IN THE 
FAR EAS! 

20th May. 

Tue list which we published on the 
29th of November last of the various 
foreign naval squadrons in the Far Bast 
made a considerable impression at home, 
being republished in the Times and 
many other papers. We showed that 
the total tonnage under the various flags 
was as under :— 






American 8,553 tons 
British 8,908 ,, 
French 8,669 ,, 
German .. 3,078, 


Russian 58,838 


It was evidently not a comfortable 
thought to people at home that the 
Russian force alone should be as large 
as the British, the Russian and French 
together being very much larger, and a 
serious attempt has been made to ex~ 
plain this away. The Times of the 
9th of April has an article “from an 
occasional correspondent ” written with 
this intention, in which there is a per- 
fectly gratuitous sueer at “the absurd 
accounts in circulation as to the number 
and strength of the Russian fleet in 
those distant waters.” ‘The writer 
says:— 

“ Notwithstanding an officialassurance 
to the effect that the comparative naval 
strength of this country in the East is 
such as to give no canse for uneasiness, 
‘a doubt still appears to prevail ou the 
subject. In some quarters, indeed, so 
much is the position misnpprehended 
that a demand has been made to increase 
the force under the command of Vice- 
Admiral Buller. This erroneous view 
has been taken, in all probability, owing 
to a too ready acceptance of the absurd 
accounts in circulation ns to the number 
and strength of the Russian fleet in 
those distant waters. ‘The Kussian 
squadron has, indeed, been considerably 
augmented during the last few months, 
but even: with the additions thus made 
it is not.the equal of our own squadron, 
the second in importance which we 
maintain abroad, In order to demon- 
strate that this is the case, a naval 
officer on the China station has drawn 
up the following tabulated comparison 
of the ships of the two Powers, with 
their dimensions and principal charac- 
teristics.” 





The tabulated statement which follows 
gives the total Russian tonnage at 
54,839 tons, aud the British at 64,887 
tons. ‘The Russian tonnage is arrived 
at by omitting the Nayeskdnik and 
Rynda, which have left the station 
sinee our article was published. We 
must, of course, accept the statement 
that the Times’ list was drawn up by 
“a naval officer on the China station,” 
but it is curious that he should include 
the Razboynik, which does not appear 
to be on the station, and exclude the 
Zabiaka which certainly is out here. 
It is curious, too, that in the British 
list the Redbreast is included, which 
is not on this station at all. The 
British list is angmented by the inclusion 
of the Jmmortalité and Narcissus, which 
have replaced the Caroline and Mercury 
since our list was compiled, In fact, 
the lists published in the Times them- 
selves show that our statement was 
perfectly accurate at the time it was 
drawn up, except that the Rurik had 
been erroneously described as having 
reached Singapore at that time, where- 
as she was only on the way. ‘That we 
have a° preponderance now over the 
Russian squadron is quite true; but 
our squadron is considerably inferior in 
tonnage—if notin fightingpower—tothe 
French and Russian squadrons combined. 

‘he following is the summary drawn 
up by the correspondent of the Times: 














British. Russian. 
fein (ota {isisge 
jumbers.... _ tol lo 4 13 tor lo 
Boats Uo ata 
Tonnage ss. 64887 54,839 
Average speed, 
knots. 151 148 
Guns «. 445 350 
Torpedo tubes 43 38 





No mention is made herein of the 
fast ships of the Russian Volunteer 
Fleet, which can be immediately con- 
verted into cruisers in case of need, 
and which, while they cannot be 
classed strictly as fighting ships, would 
draw off the services of some of our 
fighting ships to watch them, should 
war break out here. 








RAILWAY TENDERS. 
21st May. 
A RuMovR current in Peking official 
cireles has reached us that Shéug 
‘Paotai has been appointed Director-in- 
chief of all railways in China. This is 
so inherently improbable that we attach 
but little value to it, but it at least 
may serve as a peg on which to hang a| 
few remarks on recent railway news. 
‘At the same time we do not forget that | 
this notorious pluralist (he is already | 
Haikuan ‘I'ao-in Tientsin, the Chief 
Director of the China Merchants’ Steam 
Navigation Co. and the Head of 
the Chinese 'Telegraphs) is so well 
endowed with the only logic which 
persuades in China, that his nomination 
is within the limits of possibility. 


will high officials try to be also, A 
department which for mauy years will 
involve boundless expense, followed by 
steady and growing income, is a godsend. 
which comes but seldom to China's 
impecunious scholars, 

Our Tientsin contemporary in its last 
issue printed the results of the tenders 
for rails in response to public advertise- 
ment. This list, to which we have 
already alluded, is one of the most 
interesting of things Chinese recently 
submitted to public inspection ; it con- 
veys lessons of the last importance. to 
high Chinese officials, and we should 
especially like H.E. Chang Chih-tung 
to mark, learn, and inwardly digest its 
significance. 

Shrewd as the Viceroy of the two 
Hu is, he has of recent years trusted 
far too much to one or two of his 
subordinates, the same rock on which 
his rival Li spli i 
are seen under the 
of the spectacles of these gentlemen, who 
act of course on purely disinterested 
and patriotic motives—cela va sans dire, 
His Excellency not long ago sub- 
mitted to the Throne in a memorial 
of portentous length a scheme for a 
main trunk line from Peking to Canton 
to be carried out under the auspices of 
one great firm of European reputation. 
For the firm we have nothing but 
admiration when -it confines itself to 
its own métier, viz, the supply of ex- 
cellent guns, war material, and steel ; 
detraction would be foolish as well as 
unjust in the face of a world-wide 
reputation for good work. ‘The memu- 
rial met with a strong rebuff in Peking, 
and the scholarly writer was ordered 
hereafter to confine his despatches to a 
limited number of characters. 

‘The curious thing about the Tientsin 
publication is that the tender of the 
firm supposed to be especially favoured 
by Chang Chib-tung is very considerably 
the highest of the whole fifteen :— 
Tis. 486,596 against Ts. 404,723, the 
lowest. Now a difference of 20. per 
cent on articles which have to meet 
stringently drawn specifications is a very 
striking difference ; especially: when 
we reflect that being a public competi- 
tion, each firm tendering would certain- 
ly cut down to its lowest margin. 

In the absence of competition this 
20 per cent could easily be inflated 
to 25, 30 or 35; and when the capital 
account of a trans-continental trunk 
Tine is concerned the difference would 
run into millions if not tens of millions 
of taels, His Excellency Chang has 
already proved an expensive satrap to 
the Imperial Government, but Heaven 
only knows where he will land his 
country if he is allowed to play ducks 
and drakes with railway finance just to 
gratify his personal predilections, or 
rather those of his confidential following. 

‘We write under no bias or prejudice ; 
we are only anxious in all things refer- 
ting to the exploitation of China to see 









Offcinldom generally is battening on to 
railway development much as crows 
gather round carrion ; and we may con- | 





clude that where the carcase is there! 


a thoroughly fair field and no favour; 
it is because we know that Hu Taotai 
in the contracts for material for the 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





The Wis. Berald and S.C. 8 °C, Gazettes: 





May 22, 189 











Lu Kou Chiao extension ‘has acted 
jn a‘straighforward, honourable man- 
ner and has put aside all personal 
considerations, that we draw attention 
to the results. : He has saved the Im- 
petial exchequer at least 'Tls. 78,000 on 
a trumpery eighty-mile line. Nothing 
cotild have been easier than for him 
to-have accepted the highest figures in 
a bogus competition and ‘memorialised 
hig superiors about: super-excelleuce of 
material, ete, etc. We can think of 
dozens of: great officials, who, in his 
place, would-not have done as he has. 
The'name of the successful firm, Back 
and Manson, is‘not known. in China, 
but we congratulate these gentlemen 
on their enterprise and hope they will 
not regret it, I'he Princely House, so 
suécessful hitherto in these contests, 
is ‘twelfth down the: list, which is 
further rendeted interesting by the fact 
that vine of the:fifteen tenders were on 
behalf of the great Barrow firm ; it isa 
curiosity in the art of tendering already 
pointed out by one of our correspondents 
in Tientsiv, that the first and last of 
these nine differ'by Ts. 31,000, ic. by 
74 per cent. 

We learn that it was while the 
tenders’ were being opened’ that 
telegram was received from London, 
whieh was put aside.'for the moment. 
A consideration-of the tenders showed 
that Mr, Oscar Buchheiater’s, which 
amounted to ‘I's. 420,366, was the 
lowest, and .it was just about to be 
accepted, when. the London telegram 
was opened, and turned out to be'a 
direct tender from Messrs. Back and 
Manson, amounting to ‘ls. 404,723. 
It was accompanied by a satisfactory 
reference to the Hongkong & Shanghai 
Bank,and being the lowest, wns accepted, 
but it seems doubtful whether the 
tenderers clearly underataud the cost 
of sending the rails, etc., from ‘Taku to 
Tangku. We may note that the quan- 
tities are wrongly stated in the Peking 
and Titatsin Times, there being 9,700, 
not 7,900, tons of rails, The details 
of the prices for the matérial required, 
delivered at thé ‘longku wharf, are, 


per ton 

ere tae 
Back& Manson. 35:88 44 83.72 $0.50 
F, Krupp... 43,52 51.52 92.50 87.50 








THE INVESTORS’, REVIEW 
FOR APRIL. 

22nd May. 
Mr. A. J. Wisow’s hatred of the 
“Chartered” Company vf British South 
Africa is ouly equalled by Mr. Labou- 
chere’s, and it comes out more strongly 
than ever in the opening article of the 
April issue of his well-known magazine. 
He begins by ‘saying: “ When’ the 
shares of the British South Africa, the 
‘Chartered’ Company par excellence, 
reached £9 in price, they.represented a 
market valuation of its capital amount- 
ing to £22,500,000. To pay even 4 
per cent on that capital a uet revenue 
of £900,000 per annum would be re- 
quired. .At.the reduced valuation of 





from £12,500,000 to £13,000,000, 
from £500,000 to £520,000 would be 
required to make the same return, 
The Company has now been some 
six or ‘seven years in existence, has 
conquered a new empire or two, floated 
and furthered many exploring and 
mining companies; has indulged in 
many acts of conquest, including the 
confiscation of the Matabele’s cows,— 
the Matabele being mere naked savages; 
and its balance-sheet for the year ended 
the 31st of March, 1895, which first 
saw the light in London in the end of; 
February last, shows that it still rejoices 
in a good, aristocratic deficit. Its 
ducal and millionaire board does not 
condescend to bestow a profit and loss 
account .on ‘its shareholders, but a few 
facts are pickable from. the balance- 
sheet, out of which we have tried to 
conatruct one.” ‘The total income, 
including £53,047 from Land Sales, 
ete., was £124,355, and the total outgo 
was £299,793, showing a deficit of 
£175,438, besides which the com- 
pany owed on the 31st of March, 1895, 
a sum of £909,972, “exclusive of 
£3,000 contingent liability on bills dis- 
counted, and of the indefinite commit- 
ments of the Company on concessions 
expenditure, railway construction, and 
such like.” Tc save itself from bank- 
ruptey, according to Mr. Wilson, the 
Company made a fresh share issne last 
year from which, it netted £1,660,000, 
of which the Directors say they had 
still £600,000 in hand Jast February. 
“ By the end of the present year or per- 
haps earlier, a fresh supply. will. prob- 
ably be welcome unless John Bull in 
his loving admiration for ‘enterprise’ 
and ‘pluck,’ gives, say, £25,000,000 for 
the company and its charter, waste 
lands, cows, niggers, claims, stands, and 
“reefs,’ and bids the ever-glorious mil- 
lionaires go and enjoy themselves like 
good imperialists, justly proud of found- 
ing an empire vy dealing in shares, 
and calling it patriotism.” ‘I'he money 
received from land sales ought, of 
course, to be put to capital account, 
and when this is done the deficiency 
for the five years ending the 31st 
of March, 1895, amounts to abont 
£1,500,000, instead of £1,372,756. 
‘The future of the Chartered Company 
depends on the discovery of gold in 
large quantities in Matabeleland and 
Mashonaland, and the abortive attempt 
of Dr. Jameson to seize the Transvaal 
for the Company, does not indicate that 
the Directors have much faith in the 
necessary discovery being made. 

Mr. Wilson’s second article, “Loan 
Companies‘and Agricultural Depression 
in Canada,” is somewhat reassuring. as 
to the condition of Canada, which is 
recognised as being “a country of great 
possibilities.” Ten or fifteen years of 
tigid economy, if it could be secured, 
would make “Canada prosperous; at 
present, “both the new and older pro- 





Vinees suffer from being excluded from 
their natural market in the United 
States by the tariff legislation of Con- 
gress; whilst the Canadian tariff, devised 








to promote Canadian manufactures by 
shutting out British and American, adds 
to the farmer’s disabilities, by increas- 
ing the cost of everything he has to 
buy.” Manitoba has been a great dis- 
appointment. “SirCharles'Tapper, whose 
power of imagination is great, figured 
that there would be a million settlers in 
the region by 1891—there were only 
250,000, including the half-breeds,— 
that the receipts from the sale of lands 
would net $60,000,000, when in reality 
they have not paid the cost of survey- 
ing and managing them, and that in a 
few years there wonld be a crop of 
640,000,000 bushels. This egregious 
nonsense, expounded with the utmost 
good faith, deceived the loan companies 
and Easteru manufacturers, who poured 
in money and implements without 
waiting: to see how the settler was 
going to come ont after paying. the 
heavy railroad rates and Protectionist 
prices, and losing, in whole or in part, 
three crops out of every five, Fora 
while it was connted treason to tell 
the truth about Manitoba ; those who 
whispered that the Augast frosts 
were serious facts were ‘running ‘down 
the conntry ;’ settlers who pulled up 
stakes and left for warmer skies were 
“faint-hearts ;’ even Lord Beaconsfield 
was prevailed npon to join in the chorus: 
that at last England had found an all- 
sufficient wheatfield within her own 
Empire. But the completeness of the 
fizzle is now only too patent.” It is 
satisfactory to known then that: the loan 
companies of Canada are sound and the 
banks are sound. 

‘There is along and very able letter 
from Chicago on “United States Politics 
and Finance,” in which the writer 
justifies Mr. Cleveland’s Venezuela Mes- 
sage,and says: “I donot believe that 
any intelligent American, well informed. 
in financial matters, unless exceedingly 
timid, has now, or ever has had, any 
real fear of free coinage of silver being 
adopted.” In the “Economic and 
Financial Notes” the writer of the 
first note shows how Mr, Chamberlain 
misunderstands the position in the 
‘Yransvaal, and how much exaggerated 
the grievances of the Outlanders are, 
‘There is a great deal of interest in all 
these notes, in the “Company Notes” 
which follow, aud in the “Balance-Sheet 
Facts and Inferences,” ete. Mr. Wilson, 
feels strongly, and expresses himsell 
forcibly, and the reader inay not always 
agree with him; but he cannot but 
gain much profit from reading his 
criticisms, 
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Beviews. 


THE FRENCH MAIL PAPERS. 
Dera 
(FoR THE WEEK ENDING THE 10TH oF 
APBIL.) 

Atatost the only topic of any importance 
treated in the ‘papers brought by the 
Galédonien is the Egyptian expedition to 
Dongola. ‘The arguments both for and 
against this expedition are alike uncon- 
vineing. Certainly no very good reason 
why it should be undertaken is given. ‘The 
first thought naturally was that it was to 
‘cause a diversion in favour of Italy ; butnow 
it’ appears that Italy.is withdrawing from 
Abyssinia nevertheless. ‘There seems little 
ground for believing that the Dervishes 
contemplated an attack on Egypt. The 
desert they had to cross left them so weak- 
ened when they made their last attack that 
they were easily repulsed; and why the 
Egyptian troops should cross the desert 
now to attack them is not clear. It is 
possible that Slatin Bey has given our 

fovernment some information that has 
made the movenient desirable, but if so, it 
has not been made public. France is the 
only Power that has shown any strong 
desire to interfere with the expedition. 
She has been backed up by Russia on the 
grounds expressed in the following Reuter’s 
telegram from St. Petersbury, dated the 
2nd ult. :— 


The support given by Russia to France in 
the Egptian Question is considered here, 
all the more serious and solid inasmuch as it 
is inspired not only by the desire of the 
Russian Cabinet to recompense the French 
Ministry for the support accorded by the 
latter last year in the question of the retro- 
cession of the Linotung Peninsula by Japan 
to China, but still more by the conviction 
of Russian statesmen that the present position 
of Great Britain in Egypt is very prejudicial 
to the interests of Russia and iniperilling the 
security of her maritime communications with 
the Far Bast, The French and Russian Go- 
vernments are now studying in common ways 
and means to give a practical result conform- 
able with the interests of the two countries to 
their adverse intervention in the questions of 
Egypt and the Soudan Expedition. 


‘The Times, writing on the 4th ult., 
showed what it thought Russia's view 
really was 

Russia’s position in this matter is of course 

rfectly intelligible, She is expected to 
Rumour’ France by giving her assistance to 
embarrass this country in Egypt where she 
has no particular interests of her own. She 
is willing to do this s0 long as it does not cost 
too much, but'she is not dis to become 
involved in responsibilities which she cannot 
measure. She is doubtless well aware how 
excoodingly hollow is the groater part of the 
French outery against the British occupation; 
and, while quite willing to let it pass for 
what it is worth so. long as everybody 
concerned confines himself to safe generalities, 
e will not allow, her own serious and 





























considered policy to be deflected upon 
any but solid’ and permanent ground: 
Hence the s ministered when M. 





tion into a statement of poli 
leading to serious consequen ‘or _the 
present no serious notice need be taken of the 
statement of French policy thus practically 
repudiated. It has served the temporary 
purposes of M, Bourgeois, whose adrottness 

bean aided ‘by. good ‘fortune; but. the 
. Eufopean actjon-which it contemplated, in 80 








far as it seemed to have any definite meaning, | 


willnot be brought about save on grounds much 
more substantial than have yet 
Overt action is another tl 

that we can also offer to-day an interesting 
contribution in the shape of an account of the 
recent importation of arms through French 
ports into Abyssinia. That traffic seems 









searcely compatible with o1 rules gov- 
erning the. conduct of neutral e supply 
of arms, and ammunition to Abyssinians 

ly to the 


has undoubtedly added very serio 
difficulties of the Italian army, and may even 





‘add to those which we shall have to encounter 
on the Nile.- Incidents of that kind we must, 
of course, take in the day's work, but they 
are curious in view of the honest indignation 
loudly expressed in France whenever a Birm- 
inghammusket, no matter after what circuitous 
‘wanderings; is captured from any tribe with 
which the French may be at war. 


The Standard of the 9th ult. has a very 
interesting communication from its Vienna 
correspondent in which he says :— 

‘The inspired St. Petersburg Correspondent of 
the Politische Correspondens states the official 
Russian view on Egyptian Question in a 
remarkable letter, in ich the writer con- 
firms the opinion prevailing in Vienna and 
already expressed in The Stondard, that in 
the campaign against the Englis i 
Egypt the lead is in. the 

off, and that the policy announced by 
‘M. Bourgeois in the French Chamber is merel 
another move in the game played before al 
Eerope between the Baran Feveign Sinister 
and the British Premier. 

‘The Correspondent reminds his readers of 
the Jnterest taken in the Egyptian Question 
by in Press long before the Chino- 

panese* proceeds to state 
that, after the military strength displayed by 
Sapan in that struggle that open 
of Russia as to the danger threaten’ 
Russian position in Eastern Asia, 
come to be accepted as a settled principle in 
Russia’s International policy that the 
tian Question is a matter of the highest 
interest, not to Russia’s ally only, but to 
Russia herself, since England, which already 
dominates the Mediterranean, could at any 
moment close the passage through the Suez 
Canal and cut off both France and Russia 
from their possessions in Eastern Asia, The 
semi-official writer continues -— 

“The Dongola Expedition afforded Russia 
‘and France an opportunity for common action 
with a view to proventing the prolongation of 
the British occupation of Egypt, and it has 
the double advantage that it enables Russia to 
pay her debt of gratitude to France for her 
great services after the Chinese war, by which 
lone danger from the Japanese success could 
bbe reduced, and that the through the 
Suez Canal is secured in the interest of all 
the Powers who wanted to remain free for all 
time. In their joint action ageinst the Eng- 
lish position in Egypt, Russia and France 
counted upon support from Germany, and the 
attitude of that Power in the question of the 
Dette Publique was somewhat of a surprise, not 
to say disappointment, to the St. Petersburg 
Cabinet. two protesting Powers, Russia 
and France, were, through the approval given 
by the German Government to the Dongola Ex- 
pedition, placed in rather an awkward position, 
tad they were compelled to pursue their object 
by other means. ‘There have been continuous 
negotiations during the past fortnight between 
Bee Petersburg and Parts, for the’ purpose of 
finding out an effective basis for the solution 
of the Egyptian Question in the sense desired 
by the two Powers; but all that can be said 
at present is, that the understanding between 
the two Governments is complete, and that 
they are pursuing their common end with 
absolute determination, the first object being 
that England’s position in Egypt shall not be 
strengthened, as would undoubtedly be the 
case if the Soudan campaign were to bo a 
success for the English. ‘The common action 
of Rassis and France being still only at 
preparatory stage, it would be disagreeable 
to the Russian Cabinet to sce a i 















































| Ministry ovesthrowarcnot, that its Bede 


and Socialist tendencies would meet with an; 
sympathy in Russia, but simply becsuse M. 
Bourgeois had boldly taken. the solution of 
the Egyptian Question in hand, and because 
that. solution is at the present moment 
earnestly desired by the Russian Government, 
‘nd by public opinion in Russia.” 

‘There can be no doubt about the authorita- 
tive source of this letter, which will be read 


with equal interest in Paris and in- Berlin—in | Re; 


the French capital because of the interest dis- 
played by the Russian Government in the 
continuance of the Bourgeois Cabinet in office, 
and in Berlin on account of the candid avowal 


| that the attitude of Germany has disconcerted 


the plans of Prince Lobanoff, forcing him to 
look out for novel means of fighting England 
in Egypt. Tho attitude of Germany deter- 
mil it of the whole of the Triple Alliance, 
and Russia and France would have to confess 


themselves already bafiled, were it not that 
Russian diplomacy still hopes to get round 
Germany, and to detach her from England, 
Italy, and Austria, so far as any further 
phases of the Egyptian Question are concerned. 

‘There is good reason to believe that, Russia 
xereised her entire influence in Berlin—and 
is known to be strong—with a view to 
induce Germany to stop short at the vote 

iven by her Commissioner on the Debt 
Commission, and to assist Russia and France 
in their further action against England—in 
other words, to re-establish the AntiTapancso 
‘Triple Alliance now that Russia and France 
have begun to regard the Egyptian Question 
merely as simply a department of the great 
East Asiatic Question in which the three 
Powers had previously acted together. 

The result of the pressure thus brought to 
bear’on Berlin is not exactly known here at 
the present moment, but there are strong 
grounds for believing that Germany will not 
alter her attitude on the Egyptian Question, 
and that, consequently, “the new means 
Russia and France are secking-out for their 
actions will fail like the old.» 

‘There had been some talk of the sum- 
moning of a European Conference to discuss 
the British evacuation of Egypt, but it 
appeared that Germany would not agree to 

is step, while the French Press was very 
doubtful of its utility. ‘The semi-oficial 
Hamburgische Correspondent says -— 

“That England should feel disposed to 
submit’ the Dongola Expedition, now that it 
is on foot, to the deliberations of the Powers 
interested is the more improbable, as tho 
withdrawal of the French and Russian re- 
presentatives from the Egyptian Debt Com- 
mission has greatly facilitated. the granting 
of the money from the Reserve Fund, Englani 
has the required half million sterling in 
her hands, and will not allow any one to 
interfere ‘with her in  speni Teast 
of all Turkey, whose ‘integrity’ ‘is not 
in question, Moreover, a Conference, sum- 
moned. to ‘determine how and when Eng- 
land should evacuate Egypt, would at best 
eof no effect, It would probably only 
the differences of opinion existing 
between the Powers. ‘That Italy has no 
interest in patting an end to the English 
occupation is extremely obvious. Russia is 
interested only so fac as her relations 
to Franco aro concerned. In this matter 
Germany once more holds the tongue of the 
balance. ‘The German Government has acted 



























hitherto on the opinion- just one, wo 
think—that Germany's interest in the matter, 
apart from friendly regard to Italy's wishes, 


restricted to the safeguarding of the claims 
of Egypt’s German creditors, Whether the 
English occupation is the ‘only means of 
securing these claims we need not enquire 
Germany has no inducement to effect an al 
teration in thestatus quo. We hope, therefore, 
that the German Government will not support 
the idea of summoning » Conference on 
ian affairs, Tho watch on the Nilo is 
fa vital question for England. There aro, 
hope, politicians who, out of antipathy to 
Eoglnd’s policy, would fain avail themselves 
of the opportunity of placing the Bgyptian 
Question on the order of the day of a European 
Conference, A policy of rancour, however, ia 
not, in our opinion, worthy of ‘the German 
Empire.” 

‘The Times of the 9th ult. contains a 
notice of the dispute that has arisen. be- 
tween Nepaul and Tibet, from which we 
extract the following :— 

A serious difference has arisen between the 
neighbouring States of Nepaul and Tibet, and 
‘unless the arrogant lamas of Lhassa alter their 
tone the Goorkha Government of Khatmandu 
is determined to obtain redress for a long list 
of outstanding injuries and wrongs, by forco 
ofarms. ‘The situation is roj ‘a3 so grave 
and threatening in Nepaul that the Me sharaja, 
Sir Bir Shumehir, Prime Minister and. Ton 
t of theState, has post poned his project 
visit to England this year, and is engaged in- 
stead in preparing the Nepaulese army for an 
active camptign north ofthe Himalayas, Our 
own recent experience of Tibetan obstinacy anc 
defence on the Sikkim borders, where the 
Tibetans amuse themselves by removing at 
their plessure the boundary pillars ‘erected 
during the last few years by English. and 





















Chinese Commissioners, enables us ta appre. 
ciate the irritating and aggressive policy they 
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have pursued towards “the tributary Goork- 
has” during the century that has elapsed since 
the army ‘of the Chinese Emperor Kien 
Lung invaded Nepaul. During the last 40 
years, as will be seen by the following 
summary of their ‘relations, the Tibetans 
have shown their contempt for the Goork- 
has and their complete indifference to 
treaty’ rights by a. long succession of out- 
rages, which culminated last September in 
the destruction of the Goorkha bazaar at 
Lassa and the murder of several Gorkha 
merchants and their servants. It is for this 
act of hostility and breach of faith that the 
Khatmandu Durbar has resolved to exact 
reperation, and as the authority of China in 
Tibet has’ been proved to be only a sham 
without any practical weight, the Mah: 
Sir Bir Sbumshir has come to the conclusion 
that the priest rulers of Lhassa may now be 
safely taught the lesson that they cannot | 
murder his countrymen and seize their goods ! 
with impunity. An ultimatum to this effect ! 
has been despatched to Lhassa, and on the 
‘Tibetan reply will depend whether the Goor- 
kha army advances or not in the coming 
Spring on that capital. 

‘The writer concludes by saying: So 
intolerable has the attitude of the Tibetan 
Jamas been towards ns during the ten 
‘years since the inception of the abandoned 
Macaulay mission, that the Goorkhas are 
not likely on the present occasion to be 
restrained by us from asserting their 
legitimate rights as they were in 1884.” 

e following is the Economist's usual 
note on the Money Market:— 

As was to be expected, the turn of the 
quarter has again flooded the market with 
money, the usual disbursements having been 














added to by pay from the sum standing 
to the ered ment af 
the Bank of Englan: offset. to 


istributions was the million or so 
paid in connection with the applications for 
the Chinese loan, Rates have consequently 
further declined, the quotation for best three 
months’ bills being barely § per cent. Nor 
dues there appear to be at present any prospect 
of a change in the conditions. ‘The decision 
of the Russian Government to establish its 
currency on a gold basis may lead to some 
flow of the metal in that direction, but a lange 
stock of gold has already been secumulated 
in St. Petersburg, and the operation will, 
ides, doubtless be conducted in such a 
‘as to occasion the smallest possible 
bance in European centres, 
, The first leading article in the Economist 
is on “The Resignation of M. Berthelot.” 
It will be remembered that when M. Bour- 
geois formed his Cabinet, he endeavour- 
ed without success to get M. Hanotaux to 
accept the portfolio of Foreign Affairs, and 
{great surprise was expressed at his confi 
it to an eminent chemist, who, able and 
eminent as he is, was unfamiliar with 
diplomacy and regarded accordingly with 
more or less contempt by the Repre- 
sentatives of France abroad. “The French 
Eubassies, for example, which were forced 
to obey M. Berthelot, an investigating 
chemist of great repute, must have felt very 
much as lawyers would feel if called upon 
to plead before an eminent admiral, and it 
is evident afforded that gentleman as little 
assistance as they possibly could. ‘They 
did not even keep him acquainted with the 
wishes of the Russian Court, just now the 
only ally of France, so that it is almost 
certain that Court became uneasy, and at 
last made representations to M. Bourgeois 
and the President, which led, after an 
excited scene in the Cabinet, to the hasty 
resignation of the Foreign Minister.” ‘The 
Foreign Ambassadors of France will not 
aceept the portfolio because French 
Cabinets are so ephemeral that they would 
thus break their careers, and the business 
of the office cannot be run by the permanent 
officials, because Ambassadors must see the 
‘Minister himself. The article concludes :— 
It is very difficult to see how any improve- 
ment is possible under the present syxtem, 
but we suppose in the end France will find a 
Foreign Minister who will consent for the 
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ment. No such person, however, has y 
appeared, M. Hanotanx, who it was supposed. 
would occupy that position, having found it 
inconsistent with his personal dignity. He 
wished, it is believed, to remain if possible for 
along period, but the Cabinet required the 
support of the Colonial group ; the Colonial 


group insisted on his changing his carefully 
thought-out policy in Mf rand he 
wit row rather endure the humiliation. 


‘Amore pliable successor may possibly be found 
at last, but then, is a pliable official precisely 
the Foreign Minister whom Frenchmen would 
desire to see in '?| The Chamber might 
like it, for then it would govern the Foreign 
Office as it already governs the Ministry of 
the Interior and the Finance Department, 
but an elective Chamber which was practical- 
ly its own Foreign Minister would be a 
phenomenon for which there is no precedent, 
and from which experienced men would be 
slow to anticipate any result except disaster. 
‘The French Republic has secured some con- 
siderable successes in the way of administra- 
tion, having for example rebuilt the army, 
but ‘as yet she has not obtained, with all the 
ability at her disposal, a really successful 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. : 

Inan article on ‘‘ National Expenditure” 
the Economist argues that it is a great mis- 
take to raise by taxation more than is 
absolutely necessary for the State's ex- 

nd in its article on ‘The Fiscal 
Position "it shows that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer proposes to spend over 
£100,000,000 in the current year, or about 
2} millions more than was spent last year. 
“The ordinary taxpayer may consider him- 
self fortunate if, so far from getting any 
relief, he is not saddled with any additional 
burden as the result of the forthcoming 
Budget.” It is noted that Capital Applica- 
tion for the first quarter of 1896 amounted 
to nearly 31 million pounds, against 284 in 
1895, 114 in 1894, and 7} in 1893." In 
anote there is an account of a proposed 
new Company, the Epsom Racing Stables, 
1a., the shareholders in which will have 
an interest in a racing stable of six horses, 
participation in the profits, and reliable 
exclusive information a 

‘The Saturday Review in its Notes says 
that “the foreign situation remains dis- 
quietingly complicated and obscure.” It 
says :— 

It is in the Far East that the true danger. 
int lies. The New Year has been 0 pro- 
igal of sensations and alarms in all quarters 
of the globe, that we tend to lose sight of 
this fact ; but it remains a fact none the less, 
that Russia occupies a position to-day on the 
Pacific which we have always said she should 
not be allowed to occupy without first fight- 
ing us, A year ago, cither the establishment 
of a Russian Protectorate over Corea or a 
Russian occupation of Port Arthur would have 
been treat practically everybody in 
England as a justification for war. When the 
Timex, much less than a year ago, printed its 
celebrated despatch from Hi kong, outlining 
a secret cession of Manchuria said to have been 
wrung by Russia from China, and declared 
that if this was true England would be com- 
pelled to intervene, if necessary by force, 
no dissent was expressed in any’ responsible 
quarter. It was taken for granted by all 
parties that British interests and policy in 
the Far East rendered our assent to such a 
thing impossible, and Russian diplomacy, in 
























































cor uence, hastened to declare that the 
alleged seeret treaty was a malicious inven- 
tion. Similarly we said that Corea must 


remain independent, and the Russians 
profuse assurances on that head as well. Now 
the King of Corea has his lodgings in the 
Russian Legation at Seoul, and it is not denied 
that Port Arthur and the peninsula command- 
ing the Pechili waters are to be Russian this 
spring. Yet so far as any one knows we have 
done nothing. 

Our inaction in the Far East, while co much 
was being done which we ‘stood pled; 
to resist, tras to be explained by the fact that 
‘Russia had secured as her allies in these enter- 
prises both Germany and France, and thus 
Presented an array of force against’ which we 
could not throw ourselves. We say ‘‘ was,” 

it seems doubtful whether that 





sake of the country to sit in successive 
‘Cabinets ettending solely to his own depart 


alliance still exists. Great Britain has started 
on a career of expansion in another part of 





the world, which gives, and is intended to 
give, direct provocation to France, and 
through her to Russia, and here we find 
Germany supporting us instead of the St. 
Petersburg-Paris combination. Now great 
nations cannot maintain alliances on these 
limited liability principles. It is impossible 
for Germany to back up Russia and 
France against us in the Pacific and to help us 
against France and Russia on the Nile for 
any length of time. The impulse toward a 
combination to cut the throat of Mr. Facing- 
both-ways would be irresistible. Therefore 
we are Foros to suspect that Germany has 
really drawn out of the Partition-of China 
partnership, or is at least free to listen to 
proposals from Downing Street for a working 
arrangement of quite a different character, AS 
we remarked on the 21st of March, when the 
Dongola expedition was first commented upon, 
if an understanding has been arrived at, with 
Germany, it should bear its first fruits in the 
Far East. 


The telegram that we publish this morn- 
ing lends interest to the following note on 
Madagascar :— 

“Madagascar claims attention at the moment 
not only as the probable pretext for a renewal 
of the ‘conflict between the two branches of 
the French Parliament, but as a possible 
item of importance in our own foreign policy. 
If it be true, as we suppose it is true, that 
the door is definitely closed between us and 
the Republic, then it would be gratuitous 
folly for our Foreign Office to miss the chance 
of Scoring a point which Madagascar offers. 
By the form of annexation which M. Bourgeois 
‘chose to impose upon the island, the com- 
mercial treaty rights of other nations were 
coolly abrogated. The retiring Foreign 
Minister, M. Hanotaux, in vain’ protested 
that international guarantees were not torn 
up in this summary fashion, ‘The incoming 
Radicals decided that they would take the 
risk, and as it turned out their course seemed 
Excused. Ou Great Britain and the U 

tates rotests against the q 
tnd as the international situation stood then’ 
these seemed of no importance. But much 
has changed since then, and to-day there are 
obvious reasons why this timely reservation 
of our rights in Madagascar may he used to 
notable advantage in the diplomatic game. 
Not its least attractive feature is the openin, 
it affords for a joint action with the Unites 
States. The, two great | English-speaking 
Powers do not find so many opportunities for 
co-operation that any of them can be lightly 
passed by. 

Tt is satisfactory to know that M. Hano- 
taux is again French Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. Se) 

There is a long article in the Saturday 
on “The Foreign Policy of the Unit 
States,” but the one which will most attract 
readers in China is Mr. R. 8. Gundry's 
article, illustrated by a remarkably clear 
sketch map, on ‘Trade with South-west 
China.” 

We take the following note from the 
Spectator :-— 

Tho scope of the little war in the Soudan 
is widening. According tothe latest accounts 
Osman Digna, with fifteen thousand fighting 
men, has arrived within thirty miles of Sua- 
kin, and is threatening that port and Tokar. 
At ‘the same time the Dervishes are pouring 
into Dongola and reconnoitring further North, 
with an obvious intention of getting behind 
the British force should it continue its march. 
‘The Khalifa, who was once a great fightin 
iman, is said tobe fairly roused by the British 
advance ; he is collecting his forces, and it is 
conjectured that he will expect British troops 
to be sent to the front, and will, if he can, 
attack before their arrival, The general 
opinion of experts is that the Egyptian army 
is not strong enough to defend Suakin, pi 
the friendly tribes between that point and 
Berber, and hold the route to Dongola all at 
the same time. ‘The Government is therefore 
advised to summon a small corps darmée— 
say, ten thousand men of all. arms—from 
India, who would break up Osman Digna’s 
force, and threaten the rear of the Dervishes 
in front of the Egyptian army, The plan to 
be adopted is not known ; but it is evident 
that the affair is getting too big for the 
Egyptian army unassisted. Many of the 
desert Sheikhs are offering assistance, but it 
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is in the actual fighting that we shall want 
numbers, and their value in battle is only 
doubtful. Probably they would prove good 
Soldiers ‘so long as things went well, ‘The 
‘correspondents, we note, all assume that there 
is plenty of time; but that is not quite so 
certain. ‘The Dervishes are not waiting for. 
the rising of the Nile, and are almost inde- 
pendent of commissariat. 


‘There is a readable article in the Spectator 
on “Our Two Little Wars,” the Matabele 
war which is nearly over, and the Soudan 
war which is just beginning and whose end 
is wrapped in uncertainty. ‘The writer says 
that the Government has to decide “whether 
we are to remain on the defensive in 
Dongola, or whether the hour has arrived 
for totally breaking up the Dervish power, 
and so releasing Baypt from an apprehen- 
sion which so Jong 8 it exists must render 
any dream of self-government absolutely 
hopeless.” He goes on to say :— 

Such an effort just at a moment when we are 
embarrassed in South Africa, and menaced 
by almost every European State, is in a high 
degree inconvenient, but it may be doubted 
whether we shall have much option ; certainly 
we shall have none if anywhere on the Nile 
we sustain a visible reverse. If that occurs, 
we shall have just two alternatives,—the 
rapid and decisive conquest of the Soudan, 
of the surrender of Egypt. to barbarian 
invaders. ‘The outlook is not. altogether 
pleasant, but we see no cause for alarm if 
only the Government will remember that 
dark soldiers are not always contemptible, 
that a defeat hy them may bring millions of 
insurgents on our hands, and that to avoid 
such a risk we must when we fight always be 
in reasonable strength upon the field of action. 
Reinforcements which are only ‘coming’ 
might as well be in the planet Mars. ‘There 
is only one defect in our Army—except, of 
course, its inadequate strength in rank and 
file—and that is its want of means for quick 
mobilisation. ‘There ought to be a force of 
ten thousand men in England which could 
start for any part of the world at twenty-four 
hours’ uotice with every necessary complete. 
It is perfectly possible to organise such a 
force, and to do it without waste of means, 
and until it is done we shall never, with our 
widely scattered dominion and millions of 
dark “warriors held in subjection, be even 
reasonably safe, If we are to control a fifth 
of the world with a few thousand disposable 
men we must, whatever the cost, at 
see that those men are always ready. 


In_ an article headed ‘The Franco- 
Russian Alliance,” the Spectator shows that 
the two allies are not on equal terms. 
France has need of Russia, but Russia can 
wet along perfectly well without France. 
‘The result is, as seen in the recent dismissal 
of M. Berthelot who presumed to be too 
independent, that “Russia will not give 
up her control of the initiative, that 
for the present she leads France, and 
intends to lead her, and that when menaces 
are flying about the first question to be 
considered is not what France is seeking, 
but what is Russia to get if the assists her 
to obtain it.” Russia does not care a bit 
-about Egypt, and will not go to war to win 
a prize for France. 

‘enniel’s cartoon in Punch is one of 
those great two-page compositions whose 
only fault is that they are dull. The 
Westminster Budget continues to be a very 
well-assorted and up-to-date three-penny- 
worth. The St. James's oscillates between 
solidity and advertisements. 

























ROWLAND'S ODONTO—This has been 
known for.60 years to be the best, purest, 
‘aud most fragrant tooth powder. It whitens 
the teeth,” prevents and arrests decay, 
strengthens the gums, and gives « pleasing 


fragrance to the breath, Rowsanp's 
Macassar Ot preserves and_beautifies 
the hair, and is the best brilliantine for 
ladies’ and children’s hair, as it is nut, too 
greasy or too drying. Alsosold ina golden 
colour. Ask any chemist or perfumer for 
Rowland’s articles, of 20, Hatton Garden, 
London, 2a 
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Journal of the Buddhist Text Society of 
India, edited by Sarat Chandra Das, C. I. 
E. Vol. IV, part III. Calcutta: The 
Buddhist Text Society, 86/2, Jaun Bazar 
Street. 

‘The announcement that the Indian 
Government has decided to make an annual 

int of 2,000 rupees to the Buddhist Text 

‘ociety of India, to aid them in publishin; 
a series of Buddhist “texts,” is an official 
testimonial to the good work the Society 
has been doing during its short existence 
in the way of unearthing many interesting 
and valuable documents relating to Budd- 
hism, which up to now had escaped out- 
side ‘knowledge. The Society, of which 
Sir Alfred Croft is the President, has been 
in existence for three years, and now numt- 
bers 400 members, 100 of whom are in 
Europe and America. Its proceedings are 
recorded in a journal of great interest to 
all students of religions, and particularly 
to those attracted by the great Buddhist 
faith. The issue of the Jonrnal now before 
us contains thereport of a meeting of the So- 
ciety held at Darjeeling, at which Sir Alfred 
Croft presided, and Sir Charles Elliott, the 
then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was 
present. The President took advantage of 
the occasion to explain where the texts 
came from, which the Society undertook to 
edit. The majority were from Tibet, whence 
they had been brought by Sri Sarat Chandra 
Das, in his two journeys to that country. 
Tt is well-known that whilst Lhassa has 
been so jealously closed to Europeans it 
has been’ visited by several natives of 
India, of whom the gentleman just alluded 
tois one of the most observant and valu- 
able to students. On the occasion of his 
second visit to Tibet in 1881-2 he spent 
some time at Lhassa, where he was pre- 
sented to and received the benediction of 
the Dalai Lama. For the greater part of 
the time he was travelling up and down 
that almost unknown country, on both 
sides of the River Tsangpo, "surveying 
as he went; and the results of his 
observations have been of the utmost value 
to geographical science. He surveyed 
Lake Palti (Yamdok), and showed that 
the traditional idea of its shape—a ring of 
water enclosing an island—was altogether 
wrong. He surveyed Lake Tsuomo Tel 
‘Thung (Chomite Dong) with similar results. 
His method of caloulating distance was to 
count his paces on the beads of his rosary 5 
while heights and bearings were taken by 
means of the instruments that he carried 
with him. The present map of Tibet, as 
we now have it, is practically due to his 

ently worked out by 
the Trigonometrical Survey Department, 
and acknowledged by that Depalement to 
be of surprising accuracy. Travelling as he 
did, for months together, in a wild country 
without comrade or protection, his journeys 
deserve ample recognition ‘and’ reward 
from the side of geographical science. 
During the course of his travels, he visited 
and ransacked the great libraries of Tibet, 
and brought away spoils in the shape of 
200 volumes of books. Some of them 
were in Tibetan, others in Sanskrit; and 
among the Sanskit manuscripts were several 
which, though originally coming from 
India, had been lost to India for hundreds 
of years. 

‘his will give an idea of the practical 
work the Society is engaged in, whilst the 
extent and variety of the communications 
to the Journal show that it has spread its 
ranches in all directions, and attracted 
the friendly co-operation of scholars work- 
ing in remote regions. Dr. E. B. Landis, 
late of Corea, who is now at home on well- 











| earned furlough, sends a carefully written 


paper on the exorcism of spirits in Corea, 
a summary of which may be of interest. 
He says that the ceremony which Mr. 
Percival Lowell describes, in a paper 


read before the Asiatic Society of Japan, 
as a purely Shinto rite, and which is 
supposed to be met with nowhere 
else, can be seen almost daily in any 
large Corean town. But whilst in Japan 
the exorcist is a Shinto priest, in Corea a 
woman is the chief actress in the scene. 
Preliminary to exercising her functions the 
woman undergoes a period of preparation 
varying from a month to three days, durin, 
which she abstains from fish and flesh ant 
must generally fast. Ashes are first steeped 
in water and the exorcist takes this liquor 
and walking around the house to be exor: 
cised, sprinkles it as she goes. She then 
takes pure water and goes through the 
same performance. The chief of all the 
spirits in the house is then supposed to 
come out and invite her to enter. Dr. 
Landis carefully describes the twelve 
varieties of exorcism, and concludes : 
Women do not become exorcists by birth, 
Whether a woman is rich or poor, high or low in 
the social scale, virgin or widow, a sprit may 
take possession of her. Ifa spirit takes posses- 
sion of her she Brst becomes ill, She tay be 
only slightly ill or she may be very ill indeed, 
and the period of her illness may last one 
month, of it may last three years. In her 
sleep she will dream of peach trees in blossom 
(peaches are said to be the fruit of the gods), 
or a rainbow in the heavens or a dragon. She 
may also dream of a man in armour who 
suddenly changes himself into an animal. 
Theso dreams will impress themselve on her 
mind until she become as one who is insane. 
After this when she is awake she will seo 
acrobats and all sorts of curious things and 
from this time it will not be long. until 
she speaks (as the oracle of the spirits. 
She will then announce to the family 
that a great’ messenger from heaven 
and a great messenger. from carth, and 
a great messenger from the lightning have 
told her that, if she’ is not. allowed to 
exorcise spirits, the members of the family, 
or the domestic animals belonging to. tho 
family will die, Should her relatives lock 
her up and refuse to allow her to have con. 
munication with the outside world, she will 
become more and more ill and finally 
she belongs to a noble family, as sometimes 
happens, they may probably, and very often 
aor kill her'as the. disgrace would be felt so 
keenly that the family would feel that 
nothing could ever wipe it out. But we will 
suppose that the family bow to the inevitable 


























and allow her to have her own way. The 
first thing she, does. isto. go. into, am 
empty room and fill it with flowers cither 


artificial or natural as an offering to the 
rite. ‘The next step will he to get the 
fothing and instruments and various para- 
phernalia of « deceased eorceress. She will 
Therefore go to the house of a descendant 
of « sorceress and ask for the clothes, etc. 
The descendant will always be glad to get 
rid of them as, until he does so, there is a 
‘reat danger of one of the members of his 
Eimily becoming possessed. ‘The sorceress 
will Sarefully enquire at what age the former 
Owner of the apparel became possessed, at 
what age she aia and what her family name 
was. Sho will then demand the clothing 
and an amount in money to procure het 
a full outfit, as a number of suits of new 
Clothing are needed, the clothes of the 
deceased probably not being in a condition 
fit to be worn, It is not necessary that it 
be worn; only that the newly-possessed 


5] 
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sorceress ‘get postession of it, and after 
the spirit has taken full sion of her it 
can be destroyed. But when a sorceress has 
died, the drums, etc., cannot be destroyed 
and ‘they must he kept until a new sorceress 
comes and asks for them. After the clothes, 
etc, are given, the newly-possessed sorceress 
will at once exorcise all the spirits of the 
donor's house that the members may live ia 
peace, and after this she goes to the neighbour- 
ing house where she obtains rice and money. 
She will then write the names of donors on 
tablets, and placing them in a little house 
she will invoke blessings down upon them for 
three years. After this she can go to other 
houses to exorcise spirits. Should the sorceress 
belong to a noble family, she will not be 
allowed to exorcise spirits any where excepting 
in her own house, and when she dies, sho 











will be buried in a hole in the mountain side 
with all -her clothing and instruients of ex- 
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orcism, and if a person in the neighbourhood is 
newly possessed, she will be sent to the place 
of burial for the clothing and instruments. A 
sorceress belonging toanoble family is called a 
messenger of the spirits. Often a sorceress will 
build a small house near her own and will not 





0 abroad at all for the exorcism of spirits. ; 


"hose of the neghbourhood who wish to have 
epirita exorcised will send to her the necessary 
money and offerings and she will exorcise 
them in her own house, Of late years it is 
the custom for the daughter of a sorceress to 
be token out with her mother and taught from 
an early. age so that she almost invariably 
becomes a sorceress as she grows older. 

The remainder of the journal is prin- 
sipally occupied with learmed papers on 

story. 


Buddhist philosophy and Indian 
The Chinese Recorder and Missionary 

Journal. May, 1896. Shanghai: The 

American Presbyterian Mission Press. 


‘The ‘religious liberty articles” of the 
treaties, ure dealt with in Dr. Ashmore’s 
characteristic manner in this month's 
Recorder. He points out that in the 
treaties made with China by Western 
nations great breadth and enlightenment 
were shown from the first. Whilst: being, 
ns was intended, commercial treaties, they 
were indicators of the advancement made 
by those Western nations in all that 
pertains to intellectual emancipation ; and 
made their highest achievement when they 
stipulated for freedom of thought an 
opinion. After several quotations, Dr. 
Ashmore points out that ‘in all these 
stipulations there is no consideration shown 
to missionaries and their importations that: 
has not already just been shown to 
merchants and their importations. ‘The 
ruling principle is the same in both cases. 
In this there is both reason and common 
sense, as well as evenly balanced ethics. 
If it is lawful for a foreigner to introduce 
and sell commercial products it must be 
commienstrately lawful for a native to buy 
those products. If it is lawful for a for- 
cigner to impart ideas of any kind it must 
be equally lawful for a native to receive 
those ideas, ‘The one right is a correlate 
of the other. After stipulating in the 
treaties that a Manchester man, or any 
other man, may bring in woollens and 
sheetings it would be a violation of treaty 
to allow any official or guild of native 
merchants to impose any exaction or in- 
fliction on the persons who might buy those 
woollens or sheetings. If such a thing 
should be attempted the whole mercantile 

dy, the whole consular body, and the 
whole diplomatic body would be up in arms 
in a moment. For this, they would say, 
is practically the nullification of a treaty.” 
qitendenvouring to find on what grounds 

e suggestion for expunging the religious- 
bert sticlos from the teats was Sin de, 
Dr. Ashmore refers to what has been said 
as to its being next to impossible to secure 





protection for persons “inland and away | F 


rom the treaty ports and consilates, 
therefore it is better to cross out what is 
an impracticable stipulation.” He thinks 
that a deal of dust has been thrown 
into the eyes of Western Cabinets, for 
“*making all due allowance for the ineffi- 
ciency and maladministration in distant 
plsces, and for the stubbornness of high 
provincial officers, which sometimes makes 
them reluctant to obey edicts, yet it has 
been demonstrated beyond all question 
that when the Peking government puts its 
foot down in real earnest it can control 
the common people. Peking can degrade 
a viceroy if it chooses, can send him else- 


sts, including Szechuan, Yunnan, and 
Keen, is to be reached from Peking.” 

Want of space prevents us from noting 
all that Dr. Ashmore says as to rightf 
claims of missionaries. The article is 
worthy a careful perusal, and as in its 
reasoning it confines itself to the question 
of rightfulness, pure and simple, we need 
not expect the high plane which dealing 
with such phases of the question as the 
self-denial of missionaries, etc., would in- 
volve. 

‘After thoughtful answers, collated by the 
Rev. E. Z. Simmons, to the query: ‘What 
‘Truths most readily influence the Chinese 
to become Gsistene we Ly — 
cluding portion of the paper by the Rev. 
J. Lambert Rees, on ‘The Three Religions 
and their bearing on Chinese Civilisation. 
In the previous instalment it was indicated 
that the object of the paper was to discover 
the particular tone which religion. imparts 
to Chinese life, or, as Mr. remarked, 
at the risk of being considered tautological, 
“* to see the character of the character which 
it tends to produce, and by doing this to 
understand its bearing on the civilisation 
which we see manifested in ‘the habits 
and institutions of the people amongst 
whom we live.” In instalment we 
have another look at the ideal Taoist, on 
every hand afraid of offending some one or 
other of the spirits that dwell, as he sup- 

in the myriad objects he sees 
around him in nature, doing many kind 
deeds. his natural benevolence possibly 
not altogether lost in his eagerness to save 
his own soul ; but lacking the qualities of 
man who can contribute to the real ad- 
vancement of civilisation and the uplifting 
of humanity. Mr. Rees next gives a graphic 
resentation of the Buddhist religion in 
Chins, its welcome in a land where Con- 
fucianism brought no joy or comfort to 
the multitudes who were in suffering, 
and no response to the dei instincts 
of man as to an invisible spiritual world. 
‘Want of space prevents us noting the 
presentation of the salient features of 
Buddhism or the conclusions come to by 
‘Mr. But we would point out that 
8 notable illustration of the futility of the 
rrinciples enumerated by the sages is to 
5 found in the ‘succeeding article, 
chapters V—VIII of Dr: Faber's “China 
in the Light of History.” It is rather 
gruesome reading, the long succession of 
wurders of rulers or claimants to the 
throne, and the frequent extinction of 
whole families, not to speak of the evils of 
tho Imperial harem ; and we cannot but 
agree with Dr. Faber that “the history of 
the Chinese Emperors is the most striking 
refutation of Confucianism.” Among the 
other interesting items in this Recorder is 
a symposium, giving replies by various 
authorities to the question as to what 
of studies ought to be most emphasised in 
the present condition of education in China; 
Mathematics, Science, Chinese Literature, 
‘nglish, History, or Philosophy. 


The Messenger, May, 1896. Shanghai: 
The American Presbyterian Mission Press. 











This month’s Messenger opens with an 
interesting article from the pen of the Rev. 
Irvin H. Correll, D.D., giving information 
regarding the Liukiu Islands. ‘This group, 
formerly known as the Loochoo Islands, is 
‘8 part of an almost continuous chain reach- 
ing from Kiushiu in a south-westerly 
direction to Formosa. ‘It was formerly,” 
says Dr. Correll, ‘‘an independent mon- 
archy ; in fact it is only sixteen years 
since Japan took formal possession of these 








where, or take away his seal, and the 
viceroys stand in awe on that account. 
All they need is an onder that is free from 
shilly-shally and double meaning. It is not 
necessary that the police of the West, 
whether in the form of a ‘gunboat’ or a 
plenary commission, should be able to run 
up creeks and rivulets or trot over inter- 
minable ranges of hills. China in all its 





islands under the name of Okinawa-ken. 
The group comprised about thirty-eight 
islands with a population of about half a 
million. In the earlier days all the islands 
from Oshima, quitea large island about 200 
miles southwest from Kiushiu, were in- 
cluded in this Island Kingdom. About three 
centuries ago the great Daimio of Satsuma 
sent an expedition against this weak nation, 








which was successful, and he attached 
Oshima and the adjacent islands to his own 
possessions. This, however, was not all, 
as he also compelled the government to 
recognise his superiority and submit to his 
dictates to a good degree. The Loochooans 
also felt themselves under subjection to 
the Chinese government, to which they 
sent annual embassies. They found. it 
exceedingly difficult to serve these two 
masters, for they by no means worked in 
harmony with each other. Both nations 
thus impressed themselves upon the people, 
and traces of their influence are apparent, 
but it is a matter of deep interest also to 
find in the islands ‘customs which are 
unique. Amongst these may be mentioned 
the method of dressing the hair by both 
the men and women, the manner of burying 
the dead, and their matrimonial services.” 

Dr. Correll speaks shortly of the reli- 
gious history. of the people, their low 
moral tone, the visit of Dr. Bettelheim, 
and his hard, uphill, and apparently almost 
futile labours, from 1846 to 1851. We are 
glad to see, however, that missionary work 
is being entered on with fresh vigour. In 
his concluding remarks Dr. Correll points 
out that “the resources of the islands aro 
by no means Weveloped: Large tracts of 
fertile land lie entirely uncultivated. Large 
quantities of sugar could be produced and 
other semi-tropical products could here be 
cultivated most advantageously. ‘There is 
little doubt that ere many years the 
population of the islands will greatly 
increase. The climate is quite attractive.” 

About a quarter of this May num- 
ber is taken up with an uble paper by 
Dr. A. P. Parker on ‘Summer Trips 
for Health and Recreation.” The article 
is characterised by refreshing candour ; 
whils showing that the grounds of com: 

lain’; regarding too frequent health trips 
y missionaries are more apparent than 
real, Ur. Parker bas some plain words to 
give his fellow workers; and it is hoped 
they will give as much attention to his 
advice as to how often to go and how long 
to be away, and the need of permission 
for lengthy absences, as to his valuable 
retharks on the best places at which to 
spend summer holidays. On page 69 Dr. 

‘arkor has an unfortunate way of referring 
to thejdislike of Chinese by foreigners. He 
ought to have made it more clear that 
the antipathy he refers to is evidently not 
against the people themselves but against 
their offensive customs. 

Among the other notable articles in this 
number is one containing an excellent 
account of the addresses delivered in con- 
nection with the deputation of representa- 
tives of British missions resident in Shang- 
hai to Sir Claude Macdonald, the new 
British Minister to Chit Then too, 











bina. 
‘lass |@ careful perusal of this instalment of 


“Manners and Customs of the Native 
Christians among the Heathen” is merited 
by Dr. Faber's able remarks on Church 
organisation. In one of his closing’ para- 
graphs he says: “‘ Asto the question what 
manner of Church government Chinese 
Christians will event, adoptit is easy to 
foresee that when the oe oe for 

to organise congregations of their own they 
will organise them after the manner of their 
clans, having the customary elders and a 
‘stated pastor or superintendent. Synod or 
Conference relations and connections will 
be established without difficulty.” 








Cianke’s Worto-ramep Buoop Mixrone. 
—"The most searching Blood Cleanser that 
seience and medical skill have bronght to 
light.” Sufferers from Scrofula, Scurvy, 
Eczema, Vad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, 
Pimples, and Sores of any kind are solicited 
to give it a trial to test its value. ‘Thousands 
of wonderful cures have been effected by it. 
Sold everywhere at 2s. 94. per bottle, Beware 
of worthless imitations and substitutes. . 
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CHEFOO. 


(prom 008 ows comnesroxpEst.) 





“MESSRS. FERGUSSON & CO’S FORESHORE. 


‘The recent Reuter’s telegram, in which 
Chefoo is so conspicuously ‘mentioned, has 
iate 





finished the degenerative’ process init 
during the Chin-Japan wat; our native 
modesty, proper to the: dwellers in an out- 
‘port,’has long ‘lost its bloom, and is now a 
‘thing of the past. . We feel that we are in 
the front of the world’s stago, i 

‘g’being made under our eyes, and that the 





world has at last fouid its proper hub. The | § 


great; foreshore’ question,“ which hitherto 
T have passed over in a silence meant to be 
judicious, has assumed unexpected propor- 
‘tions, and your -readers have a right to 
such information 1s is obtainable. Every- 
in: China knows the tenure on which 
land is held by foreigners in a place like 
Chefoo, where ‘there’ is no Concession, A 
very small lind-tax, which may or may not 
' be commuted, illegal though this is, is paid 
‘ annually to the Imperial authorities; and if 
‘it be om 4 river or sea shore, and so Jiable to 
increase or decrease, the land tax is corres- 
midingly increased or lessened, the. holder 
Eiving an ‘unquestionable right of pre- 
emption over any accretion which river or 
séa may ‘make’ to.his property. _ In. Chefoo 
most of the foreign property is in. land 
which has-accreted, and is still accreting, 
from ‘the sea, -Both Messrs. Cornabé’s and 
Messrs. Fergusson’s properties, which, are 
contiguous, are bounded on one side by 
high-water level; ‘and though each has’ 
generously. given 'the public Iand enough 
“on the sea side of their property to form a 
high yoad, ‘this'does not constitute the said 
yoad'the boundary of their Fights eRe 
emption over the accretion which has taken 
place’on thé ‘sea side of the high road in 
“question “ts 8, audaciously maintained ¢ 
‘the would-be grabbers of other people’s land. 
Messrs. Cornabé & Co. recently exercised 
their right of pre-emption over the accreted 
land pertaining partly to their own original 
‘property ‘and partly to. an adjacent. stri 
which ey Reg for a very substant 
sum, and have built a godown on the: said 
accretion... ‘This has been described as an 
unwarrantable encroachment on their part, 
‘though, obviously its merely. the exercise 
‘of a right accorded alike by British and by 
Chinése law arid custom; though the unlucky 
Chinese, ground between the Russian and 
British:mill-stones, now protend that it is a 
matter rather of favour than of right, In 
Taniuary,- 1896, Messrs, Fergusson wished 
‘to follow Messrs. Cornabé’s lead, and buy the 
land which -the sea had added to their 
property; but the Chinese refused, emphati- 
‘ Veally declaring that the land was not for sale. 
‘However,’ Russian pressure modified this 
‘position of theirs; and, after refusing the 
British’ firm’s request, the Taotai calmly. 
notified ‘that’he -had sold - the land to 
people who had no such right as those whose 
Similar request he had so summarily rejected. 
‘We were all interested to learn from one 
of your contemporaries that the impos 
display of Russian naval force had to fowith 
this question; but were a little indisposed to 
‘believe that the thousands of armed men 
aboard the Ruwrik, Pamiat Azava,'etc, etc., 
with’ their powerful: armaments, torpedoes, 
ete, felt themselves unable to cope with the 
resistance which Messrs. Fergusson & Co.’s 
staff, doughty but ill-armed us.it is, could 
‘offer, unfess they had the US. squatron to 
pit also against the Chinese forces, to wit, 
$ne small schooner, one smaller cutter, and 
adozen'men with rifles. Doubtlessly, how- 
éver, they had-heard of the Chefoo Volun- 
teers, whd so awed the natives. in January, 
1895. 


















tory | ing, landing on th 


S | Clarke's Blood Mixture is sold everywhere, at 


little timély frivolity. A cricket matéh was 
Played on the 13th of May between'the’ship 
aiid ‘Chefoo,:with one doughty champion 
from Newchwang, on the piece of ground 
bought some time ago by the G. P.-C. for 
the ‘community. Chefoo. lost by 7 rans, 
the scores being respectively 78 and -71; 
but ajolly afternoon was spent, the ship's 
band greatly enhancing the pleasure of all 
who were present, “H.MS. Narcissus is to 
‘leave here to-morrow, for Chemulpo, I 


4 | believe, 


THE U.S. SQUADRON 
isso fr off over by Light House Island, that 
it cannotaccurately be said to beat Chefoo at 
all, All hands are kept hard at wor, dr 
jand, ete; and a high 
state of efficiency will no doubt be the result. 











mn Friday, the 15th of May, a very excit- 
ing pulling race took place; between one of 
the Charleston's cutters and’ the Olympia’s 
barge, over a four mile course. As the 
Charléstons won by six feet only, the excite- 
ment at the finish may be more easily 
imagined than described. 
CONTEMPLATED IMPROVEMENTS. 

The G-P.C. continues its useful Jabours, 
atid one of its members, our energetic Har- 
bour Master, has. been representing to the 
Chinese officials how much tbe rapidly 
growing native town isin want of a 
water supply; and he has stirred them up 
to such purpose that enquiries have been 
directed to.Tientsin, to the experts there 
engaged in boring an artesian well. 

TIMELY PRECAUTIONS. 

Building is by no means confined to the 
native town. Every foreign property owner 
is engaged in walling in his property, for 
fear some Great Power may take a fancy 
toa corner of it; and Balbus, if ever he 





, CHINEIANG, 
(FROM OUR. OWN -CORRESFONDENT;) 
aia eT Sid 
‘We learn that several high ‘officials: have 
been prospecting “in. the neighbourhood 
among the hills for the opening of taines. 
Samples of stones in the:place visited were 
gathered and sent, to-Shanghai for inspect- 
tion. An illuminated copy. of “Pickwick 
Papers” might now ‘be tendered:.these 
mandarins accompanied. by oue of Le 
Conte's .Geology.”. A nice discrimination. 
might then be made. between the comer 
stone of Bill Stump (his: mark): and-gold 
deposits." But perhaps the official. party 
put 2. Pickwickian -construction: on their 
proceedings. It is not. known yet whe- 
ther a professor “of the: dual powers 


(FEBIAE) sccompanied them or 
whather the fungshui of the place Was cal- 
culated. 





GRAND CANAL. 

In the interests of the public I would like 
to called the attention of the mandarins to 
the very unsaistactory condition of this fa- 
famed canal. In places large ratts.are 
allowed to remain until sold and the owners 
permitted €o use the canal as a raft: deposi- 
tory.” The waterway is often blotked for 
days to the serious Joss and-detriment of 
the poor boatmen.. These raftsmen' pay a 
‘certain amount to the su of the 
canal for the privilege of using the public 
highway for personal ends —repardlesof tho 
fact that many hundreds of dollars ‘are 
often Jost in’ a single day by delays'and 
obstructions to the industrious boat people. 
Thaveseen these raits taking up moro than 
half of the thoroughfare, while a, block 
of several miles of boats snépended: all 





revisits the sodnes of his edifying labours, 
would feel very much at home. 


17th May. 





CHINGCHGUFU—SHANTUNG. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


paired 
We aro having a very seasonable'spring. 
The crops look very promising and the 
country is at its best. The local 
SILK TRADE 


is developing. I am told on authority 
that ‘within the last fow ane strides 
kee been nade in * ‘rection and cer 
tain! 1@ planting mi 008 

on apace” "There is. ‘n0. doubt thatthe 
‘small farmers in this neighbourhood are 
finding out that the planting of trees and 
the culture of the silkworm and production 
of silk pay better than ordinary crops. 
‘Another branch of industry which is being 
rapidly extended and developed is 

LACE MAKING. 

An enterprising Shanghai firm has 
fostered and supported this industry in this 
region and from’ very small beginnings it is 
now getting into considerable proportions. 
As it finds employment for quite a number 
of women and girls and opens up a means of 
subsistence to those who are very poor it is 
to be hoped that this form of labour will be 
still further developed and extended. 


‘27th April. 








“The Health and Vigour of an individual 
epend upon the quantity and quality of the 
blood. When the tissues have been at work, 
there are thrown into the blood, waste pro: 
ucts, and if these be not eliminated bat 
(through apy cause) detained in the blood 
they influence nutrition and function and 
finally produce organic disease.” —The Huma- 

itarian. To cases of Serofula, Scurvy, Eczema 
Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples 
and Sores of all kinds, the effects of Clarke’s 














travel and business. The raftsmen were 
quietly and unconcernedly sitting by; and 
a boat sawn asunder bore the sign in large 
letters “A warning to the public not to 
steal poles.” South of Tan Yan at + Hi 


and at -@ffii} and other places the water 
needs deepening and all along the route the 
tracking way is in disrepair. ° For the sake 


of many thousand boatmen. we throw out 
thew few delicate hints to the mining 
y. 


ENGLISH AGAIN, 

Ina large city, not distant,.we haye found 
a great ess on the part of the upper 
classes to Tearn Western ways.. One geatle- 
man had tried alone for thirteen years with 
a copy of Morrison’s Dictionary to learn the 
Tanguage. We found him wo 
remarked that he might try. for a hundred 
years moré and-not learn ‘in that San 1's: 
‘Kin ‘fashion, the book-backing Confucian 
way, 60 to speak. ‘There is ample pabulum 
for thought here, when we remember that 
Morrison surreptitiously made his dictionary 
under the protection of “John Company,” 
and almost, contemporaneously the Chinese 
teachers of another lexicographer were in 
danger of decapitation: for affording :help to 
8 fankwei in learning the speech, of the 
Toner Land: Williams tells us that one of 
these teachers carried arsenic on his person, 
in case he was to escape a more igno- 
Tonaay is photethogeaped sada trata 

onary is it and a 
has been ttying for thirteen years to master 
it~and has falled. 

A BORN MATHEMATICIAN. 

In this same city a scholar. called on us 
who said he had studied mathematics from 
an perhaps translated by ‘the 
earlier missionaries. I tried him on algebra 
in a problem of two unknown’ quanti 
and he soon solved it without the aid of a 
single Arabic, and -aiterwart proved the 

asinorum.in a very dexterous way— 
ould that the rulers of ‘this: lana a 





Blood Mixtureare marvellous. ‘Thousands of 
wonderful cures have been effected by 








9%. Sd. perbottle. Beware of worthless imi 
tions and eubstitates. a7 


might 
ehucate, such men ina foreign univers 
Snd ‘utilise ‘them for the nutioual: good. 
‘The wan, or_ bos it i 
has a wonderful bent for mathemat 
fis for opportunities, “He eagerly desires 
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more mathematica! light. Subscriptions to- 
wards sending him to Oxford or Princeton 
will be gladly received if they come from 
Chinese sources. Perhaps the mining party 
would contribute, and in a few years on 
their expeditions they could have a real, 
live native surveyor -to accompany them. 
Verb. sap. 
“AGRICULTURAL. 
We never saw brighter 
mises ia’ China bef ‘he yellow un- 
wheat fields, top-heavy with in 
posse biscuit, charm the eye of the bon 
‘vivant, and rejoice the heart of the philan- 
thropist who feels that the poor people will 
now have plenty of bread. The skies are 
bright too, and we are having -lovely 
weather, Yesterday at 88° the glass 
notified us of approaching summer and 
almost all of the Chinkiang population who 
can afford flannels shed th 
sneezing again this morning. 
PEACE, 
Nor have we ever met with greater 
cordiality on the part of people we meet in 
. Chinkiang and other places. Of course 
there are roughs and toughs; so there 
are everywhere, even in London and 
fos York, So ye. All round the 
nese people are pretty square (excuse 
the bull). Eliminate the ‘hse and we will 
discover a nobility in the national character 
which Js perce ved now only by a few—who 
only study the Chinese inner life.” Your 
correspondent is pro-Chinese and sanguine, 
and believes that the careful, patient, lovin; 
elimination of error and the introduction of 
ith canbe done, and is being done in 
China, The day ik not far off when the 
real nobility of the great Chinese people 
will’ be revealed even to the cross-eyed, 
prejudiced ‘Westerner who looks at the 
people only through. parti-coloured glasses. 


em, and are 











18th May. 
HANKOW. 
(FROM ‘OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
RCRA 


OPENING OF THE TEA MARKET. 

The Hankow market opened on the 9th 
inst. with the settlement of a Ningchow at 
‘Tis.58. In a great measure the present 
season js unique, both in the slow and 
uncertain manner in which the teas have 
been brought forward and the inequality 
in the prices current here. As a whole the 
crop must be described as a really fine one 

‘aged by rain, as there seems every indi 
cation that increased care has been taken 
by natives as is shown in the extraordinary 
brightness of the infused leaf and the 
008 dry leaf exhibited by the whole erop. 
Wwe 
hea 








as’ extremely unfortunate that the 
rains during the latter part of April 

should have frustrated the endeavours of 
the Chinese, as there is no doubt that had 
is been otherwise the crop would have proved 
‘better than has been seen for years, as the 
warm rains in March, followed by the 


exces- 
- sive heat during the ‘first ten days of April 
were all that could be desired, and from the 
present. offerings it would ‘seem that a 
really fine leaf was picked and fermented 
during the weather and that rain 


came on and gave the makers no chance 
“of firing - or ing except under 
most unfavourable conditions, consequent- 
ly we, have in s great quantity of offer- 
ings an almost mouldy flavour com- 
._ bined with every appearance of fine tea. 
‘The, Ningchows have apparently suffered 
more than teas from other districts and 
though of exceptionally fine infused and 
dry Jeaf have an almost entire absence 
of high cup character a many 
seem to have an almost mouldy flavour. 
‘The Keemuns and Kintucks may be 
considered the best teas in the present crop, 
though they are mostly deficient in point. 
Lo gee ag ue, about 
equ years cargo and seem 
thoroughly sound teas, consequently hold a 


agricultural pro-| 2 


much better comparative place ‘in. the crop 
than. was the case last season. The early 
Gerings of Hankow tess promised that 
these Kinds would be comparatively the 
better yield of the two: this, however, 
has not been fulfilled, later arrivals showing 
strongly the characteristic of the whole 
crop vi. Pekoe flavour fineness. 
‘The Oanfas ceem the most/disappointing and 

ypear now much the same as they were 
five or six years ago before the improve 
ment in 189i, 


18th May. 





ICHANG. 
(enox oun ows CORRESPONDENT.) 
peel ge 


ATTACK ON A MISSION. 
‘There has been a disturbance at a Roman 
Catholic station twenty miles from Ichang. 
The place is called Yachioling and is con- 
sidered a rondy place. It is under the 
jurisdiction o magistracies, £0 ead 
official tries to wash his hands clean of any 
crime committed there and hand it on to 
his neighbour. Thus in the end the evil- 

rs are unmolested, ‘The native converts 
are reported to have irritated the people 
in some way and the result was an attack 
on the mission building. 


MORE LABOURERS FOR THE WEST. 


‘A party of missionaries in two boats left 
for the west last week. One boat came to 
fief about three miles from Tehang. A 
jole was knocked in its bottom by a rock 
and the water rushed in, The two mission- 
aries who were in it had to rescue their 
the best way possible and return 
free Among this’ party of mimionaries 
were six men originally forming 
of Miss ‘Taylor's Tibetan Mission. ‘The 
original party is now under the super- 
intendence of the China Inland Mis- 
sion. These six men have gone west to 
study Chinese two years before proceeding 
to the borders of Tibet. This ty will be 
under the guidance of Mr. Cecil Polhill 
Turner. 


THE SHOOTING CASE, 





Capt. Barton of the Esk has gone to 
Hankow to attend a court-martial on the 
shooting case’ which happened here last 
December. The Chinaman who handled 
the and accidentally shot the tweiynan 
has been on the Esk all the time, but has 
now to be tried in Hankow. While Capt. 
Barton is away a sub-lieutenant has come 
up to take temporary command of the gun- 


‘MISCELLANEOUS. 
Mr. Dyer, lieutenant of marines, has gone 
home. We'hear no one has been appointed 


to his place. ‘There is nothing of importance 
going on in our settlement at present, The 
weather is not very hot yet, owing to 
much rain. Much inore rain will dam: 

the grain crops considerably. A few of the 
residents have been up river for a few days, 
but the rain must have spoiled the holidays. 


Boats can be hired for a 's trip for 


from 2,000 to 8,000 cash per day. 
15th May. 





“For Tus Broopis ite Lire.”—If the 
blood is laden with impurities it spreads 
disease as it circulates through the organs of 
the human body—Lungs, Heart, Stomach, 
Kidneys, Brain, Clarke's World-famed 
Blocd Mixture is warranted to cleanse the 
blood from all impurities from whatever cause 





arising, For Scrofula, Scurvy, Eczema, Bad 
Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples, and 
Sores of all kinds its effects are’ marvellous, 
Thousands of wonderful cures have been 
effected by it. Sold everywhere at 2s. 9d. 
Beware of worthless imitations and sub- 
stitutes, 





TIENTSIN. 
(Rom 4 CORRESPONDENT.) 
—+— 
LOCAL NEWS 

has sunk into the obscurity of insigni- 
ficance in the presence of the terrible 
disaster in theShanghai river. The telegrams 
were received here with something resemb- 
ling blank incredulity at frst, and until this 
morning when details arrived the whole 
thing was looked upon as an inexplicable 
mystery. I presume this is the reason of 
the remarkable silence of our local organ 
on the subject; this silence is certainly not 
due to any lack of interest or sympathy in 
the Tientsin community. Captain Slessar 
of the Omeo was well Known and. very 
highly respected in the port, where inde 
he spent last winter. ‘The offical investiga 
tion will be followed here with intense 
interest. 





SPORT 
pro tem. monopolises the rest of the public 
‘attention as far as the lay world is concerned. 
‘The telegraphic resulis of the Shanghai 
meeting have been daily scanned with great 
eagerness by all our hippophiles, the doin; 
of the ox‘Tientsin horses attracting mucl 
attention. _Roitelet’s failure has nonplussed 
the local quidnunes. This time last year he 
was thought to be one of the finest ponies 
ever seenon our course. Tristan's victory 
caused no surprise, but Pineapple (late 
‘Helge) disappointed’ us not a little. Our 
‘own meeting begins on Monday the 18th 
instant and as usual no other subject of 
conversation gets a chance for the next ten 
s. We are expecting some Shanghai 
visitors, 
‘THE Y.ALC.A’S NEW DEPARTURE. 

I fear I have to take back a little of what 
I said last week on this excellent institu- 
tion. So far it has been run apparently on 
catholic grounds; at least I have been in- 
formed by several intelligent native lads 
and young men that while evangelical 
effort was going on, no undue constraint 
was put on them to attend the meetings, or 
to exclude them from the social advantages 
of the Club because they were pagans, I 
have had several intimations trom these 
men that they had no idea whatever of 
actually becoming Christians in creed, 
though they were in complete sympathy 
with the benevolent and practical side 
of the missionary propaganda. It now 
appears that there is some chance of the 
new institution being run on’ narrower 
lines thanstated. A circular letter hasbeen 
addressed to the subscribers practically 
asking them to endorse a much more limited 
constitution. It stipulates that the trustees 
must accept (1) the verbal inspiration, of 
the Scriptures, () the divinity of Christ, (3) 
the personality of the HolySpirit. Without 
any desire to be polemical, 2 friendly layman 
cannot but wonder at such conditions, and 
question the sincerity of trustees who, in 
the present condition of exegesis and biblical 
evidence, subscribe to the first mentioned 
of these conditions to say nothing of the 
other two. The Trust is simply tying a 
mill-stone about its neck and stultifying 
its future. 





OBSERVE 

that I am not so much criticising the new 
“Mission” as correcting a wrong impression 
T unwittingly gave in a former letter. As 
friendly onlookers we laymen sometimes 
observe lack of intellectual and moral 
courage in public professions of faith. We, 
for instance, know for a fact that most of 
our missionary friends up here do not hold 
with “verbal inspiration,” and would as 
soon go back to the Heptarchy in political 
wernment as put verbal inspiration in a 
‘Deed; but so far they have kept 
silence. One anonymous correspondent 

alone has protested in the local paper. 

‘RAILWAY CONTRACT. 

To-day’s issue of the Peking and Tientsin 
Times contains the tenders for the steel rails 
for the forthcoming railway to Polo’s Bridge, 
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‘The thing is almost worth transcribing in 
fall, the difference between the highest 
and lowest being Tis. 78,000 odd; it is 
curious also to note how many agents the 
Barrow Hamatite Steel and Iron Works 
have in the East, no less than nine out of| 
fifteen tenders being made for its produc- 
tions. Freight and commission must vary 
considerably with different firms as two 

nts of that company differ by. nearly 

js. 31,000. Messrs. Back and Manson had 
the lowest tender, Tis, 409,913, Messrs. 
Krupp of Essen the highest, Tis. 487,626, for 
7,000 tons of rails, 740 of fishplates, 68 of, 
bolts, and 229 of spikes. 

‘THE RIVER 

is as bad as ever, the upper reaches just 
below the Concessions showing 7 and 8 feet 
only. The Linnet isat Tongku with every- 
body on the growl because they can’t get 
up; the Monocacy at the Bund, with the 
‘Admiral on the growl because she can’t get 
down. He threatens henceforth to pi 
marine guard instead of a ship to Tientsin. 

9th May. 


WENCHOW. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





‘THE TEA SEASON 
ison and in full swing. The Poochi takes 
up this trip a big cargo. Prices have gone 
up this year due chiefly to a greater de- 
mand for, therefore appreciation of, the 
‘Wenchow products. Exports from Wenchow 
seem to be increasing generally ; the Poochi 
has shut out cargo almost every trip this 
year to the annoyance of shippers, and the 
delight of junkmen ; Jorcha and junk traffic 
has in consequence grown of late, 

STEAM COMMUNICATION. 

Now the Minghong has stepped in; twice 
she has gone to Shanghai full up, and there 
seems every prospect of her continuing to 
run. The China Merchants’ are trying to 
run her off the line by reducing freights 
and fares, Passengers are now taken for 
$2 instead of $6 as before. Recently when 
the Winghony was unlucky enough to go 
ashore last trip, a notice was circulated 
here that she had made her last trip, and 
freights were at once put up to the old 
figure. She came in again though last 
week, and they are once more down again. 
‘The foreign community has no objection to 
six visits a month instead of three, but the 
Poochi is still prime favourite. 

BAITING THE CHRISTIANS. 

Our Taotai is at his old tricks 
baiting the Christians. A young 
nota Christian, but an occasional visitor at a 
missionary’s house, is threatened with the 
Joss of his button. His father had a case 
in the Yohtsing yamén. During its progress 
report says that a letter was received by the 
magistrate from the Taotai, urging that if 
any of the family were Christians the magis- 
trateshould taken theopportunity toseverely 
punish them. The magistrate unable then to 
get a hold upon them has now raised a cou- 
ple of flimsy charges, adding as a third that 
this graduate isa Christian and having inter- 
course With foreigners, and therefore urges 
that hebe degraded. The attention of the Pre- 
fect has been officially drawn to the matter, 
but he of course denied the third point alto- 
pee. Since then another man, a Christian, 

as ad his greatgrandiathers grave da- 
maged, and a fortnight ago laid his case be- 
fore the same magistrate. The magistrate 
ignored the case, asking instead if he were 
‘a Christian, A reply in the affirmative 
brought forth a torrent of abuse from the 
magistrate who ended by saying: “If you 
recant Christianity I will give you justice; 
if you don’t I will have your button taken 
off.” Not content with this the magistrate 
has since published his reply to the Chris- 
tian’s petition and ends up by saying: “You 
ascholar ought to spend your time reading 
the books of your own country’s sages; in- 
stead of that you have renegaded to Jesus, and 


in, 











are preaching his doctrines, an exceedingly } 


reprehensible thing, in consequence of 
which you deserve to be degraded from your 
rank.” H-BM. Consul is, we hear, moving 
in the matter. 


15th May. 





NOVES FROM THE SOUTH. 
(FRoxt OCR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
peaceiatisaaea 
GENERAL. 

‘Things are slack here generally, especiall 
trade, which in every branch is dull. Exen 
polities show a lull; no more fiery letters 
have appeared on the subject of « munici- 

lity, etc. The controversy over the con- 
stitution of the Sanitary Board is, I believe, 
y to be brought to aconclusion, by a 
plebiscitum of the British community, who 
are to be asked to give their views on the 
subject by means of ballot at no distant 

late. 








THE PLAGUE OUTBREAK. 

‘The plague continues, though it does not 
seem to increase. The number of cases 
appears now to oscillate between eight and 
adozen. Yesterday eleven were reported. 
A portion of Kowloon has been declared 
infected, and it is certain that a consider- 
able number of cases come from the Chinese 
mainland. At Canton it is much worse than 
in this colony, which no doubt accounts for 
the Chinese remaining here readily instead 
of flying from it in shoals as was the case 
in 1894. Some efforts are being made in 
the City of Rams at scavenging, but the 
stable there is of truly Augean propor- 
tions, and to effectually cleanse the place 
it would be necessary probably to. first 
destroy the crowded lanes of houses by fire. 
However, it is something to find that the 
officials are taking some, if the most rudi- 
mentary, sanitary precautions. 

SPORTS. 

‘The Tennis and Golf Tournaments are 
proceeding, and on Monday there will be a 
match at lawn tennis between teams re- 

resenting the Cricket Club and the 
Garrison.” As the Band of the Hongkong 
Regiment will be on the ground, and the 

layers will be cracks there is sure to be a 
jarge attendance of spectators. The weather 
promises well for the Gymkhama to be held 
this afternoon, and a very successful meeting 
is expected- 

‘THE POLO CLUB. 

Most Clubs formed for promotion of amuse- 
ments seem to find it n to meet at 
the festive board occasionally. “A good 
dinuer lubricates business,” we are told, 
and a little feast now and then helps to 
promote harmony in an association no 
matter for what purpose formed. The Polo 
Club had their annual dinner on the 5th 
inst. at the Hongkong Club, Mr. Whitehead 
(who isan ardent friend of the game) takin; 
oe ae oe Chairman in a long specl 

ighly eulogistic of the game, proposed 
“Success to the Club,” coupling with it 
the name of Captain Loveband, their 
champion player, who replied in terms 
showing his enthusiasm for the game, inti- 
mating that without polo, Hongkong would 
be a poor place to live in. Other toasts and 
songs followed, and a jolly evening was 
brought to an end by the singing of “ Auld 
Lang Syne.” 

IMPERIALISM AND THE EMPIRE. 

On Friday evening Mr. Granville Sharp 
gave a lecture to the Odd Volumes Society 











‘on the above subject. ‘There was a large 


attendance including ELE. the Governor, 
and the lecture was an interesting one, 
‘though in one or two passages amaredby. the 
inopportune introduction of religion. Mr. 
‘p is an out-and-out Imperialist, and 
most fully believes the destiny of the Anglo- 
‘Saxon race is to govern. 
‘(THE SANTTARY BOARD. 
‘The proceedings at the meeting of the 
Sanitary Board on the 9th instant were of 





little ‘public interest, the only incident 
of iny ce being a difference between 
the doctors. Dr. Atkinson thought that 
the Medical Officer of Health had intro- 
duced controversial matter into his annual 
report, which was laid on the table and 
that Dr. Lowson’s name had been need- 
lessly brought ‘into it. It appeared that 
the doctors did not agree as to the benefits 
derivable from chloride of lime as a dis- 
infectant, the acting Colonial Surgeon con- 
sidering that it produced excellent, effects 
while Dr. Clark urged that it was baneful 
in some cases, causing sore 8. A 
resolution for the free distribution of this 
disinfectant was nevertheless carried. 
ANOTHER INQUISITIVE PARTY. 

A case was heard at the Police Court on 
‘Tuesday which attracted general attention. 
The captain and doctor of the North 
German Lloyd steamer Hohenzollerm were 
arrested on Saturday afternoon at Stone- 
cutter’s Island, where they had landed with 
a kodak to take photographs, Although 
they saw some notice warning 
against trespass they walked on up to the 

ard-room, possibly feeling that was better 

retreat, and were there stopped and 
handed over to the police, They pleaded 
ignorance and absence of intention to do 
anything but photograph bits of scenery 
and examination of the plates proved that 
they had taken no photographs on tho 
island, but ths recent barefaced attempt by 
two Rosien ones to sketch the fortifica- 
tions predisposed the magistrate to severity 
and he sentenced the ehedanks to three 
months’ hard labour. This sentence was, 
however, generally! considered much too, 
severe, expecially in the seeming absence of 
intention, and probably in deference to this 
feeling and that of the higher authorities 
the Magistrate re-heard the case on the 7th, 
and after hearing further evidence proving 
the very recent arrival of the defendants, 
his Worship reduced the sentences to a fine 
of $100 each. Some of the German residents 
were, I believe, rather indignant at the idea 
ot the hard labour, but I imagine that the 
defendants would have fared even worse in 
any continental country All the same I 
‘am glad they were let off with a fino, for so 
as I can see, there was absolutely no 
intention to photograph the fortifications. 
I think that the government would do well 
to make it generally known to the shipping 
that Stonecutter’s Island is a fort, on which 
no person is permitted to land for any pur- 
pose without a permit from the military 
authorities. 

MURDEROUS OUTRAGE AT WANCHAL. 

A tragic aflair took place last Saturday 
night at Wanchai. About 10.30 p.m. four 
Chinese armed with revolvers visited an 
earthenware shop at Wanchai, where after 
securing the solitary man in’ charge they 
plundered the till of about $8.50 and left. 
An alarm was speedily raised, and the 
burglars took to their heels towards Queen’s 
Road, P.C. Hoggarth starting in pursuit. 
‘The constable overtook one member of the 

1g in Queen’s Road, and having handed 

\im over to the custody of a District Watch- 
man, started off after another of the thieves 
still’ in sight. Before he had gone many 
paces, however, he heard two shots, and 
turning round saw the district watchman 
stagger and fall, the prisoner again making 
of. He ‘pursued him and fired a 
shot at him with his revolver, wounding 
him in the heel. This failed to stop him, 
and the constable then wounded him in 
the other foot, when he was obliged to 

ive in and was re-arrested. Meantime a 

hinese lukong caught another of the 
ruffians, who turning shot him in the 
thigh, find then got away. ‘The watchman 
soon after expired. ‘The lukong was picked 
up by Corporal Huskiscon, RE, and at once 
removed to the Civil Hospital. The wound- 
ed murderer was also sent to that institution 
to have his injuries attended to, and is now 
rapidly recovering from his hurts.. The 
Police, acting on information volunteered 
by the prisoner, have since made severa} 
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arrests, and four more men will in con- 
sequence soon be charged with complicity 
in the murder. These armed robberies are 
very alarming to the Chinese, and the 
employment of revolvers by desperadoes is 
a new and unpleasant factor in the case. 
THE WRECK OF THE “ACTIV.” 
What was apparently. the last chapter in 
the history of the Danish steamer Actir 
took place on the 6th inst, When Mr. 
Lammert sold the wreck, as she lies on Sad 
Point about thirty miles from Hoihow, by 
auction she was Knocked down for $1,500 
to Mr. A. R. Marty, and as her machinery, 
three steam winches, and capstan were 
included, the enterprising purchaser cannot 
have made a bad bargain, Seeing, however, 
that he had previously visited the wreck, 
and has every hope of getting her afloat, 
it is probable that the bargain will turn 
‘out an exceptionally good one. 
NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 

‘The British flagship Centurion left here 
on the 5th inst. for Ns iki. The gunboat 
Rattler arrived here from Shanghai on the 
5th inst., and went into dock at Kowloon 
on the 7th, Is is reported that Rear- 
‘Admiral Oxley has been appointed second 
in commard of the British Squadron in 
these waters and will come out in the cruiser 
Grafton, which will be bis Aagship, The 
Grafton, which is to relieve the Edyar, is 
to leave England early in June. The 
appointment of a second Admiral seems to 
point tos permanent increase of the fleet 

Eastern Asia. 

‘THE STEAMER “INGRABAN.” 

‘The German steamer Ingraban, which 
wont ashore on the bar at Tamsui, early in 
the week, was towed off later by the 
‘Donglas steamer Hailoong. 

‘THE NEW GOVERNOR OF YUNNAN. 

BLE, Wong Waishun, the newly, ap- 
pointed Governor of Yunnan, returned here 
‘on the 8rd inst from Peking, where he has 
‘been having audience with the Emperor, 
and has since proceeded to his post vid 
Canton and the West River. 





Hongkong, 9th May. 








Pehing Gazettes. 


ABSI'RACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 


Specially translated for the North-China 
Herald. 


23rd February. 
covrr circvLan. 

The Boxrd of Astronomy’ presented this 
morning, to his Majesty, a diagram of the 
approaching eclipse of the moon. His 
Majexty will proceed to-morrow morning, 
alter the transaction of State business, to 
the Southern Lake to pay obeisance to 
HLM. the Empress-Dowager. 

No papers of interest. 

24th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Te Shou, Governor of Kiangsi, sends us 
the result of the annual investigation into 
the conduct of his subordinates. He states 
that he has found Ch‘eng Hsin, Tactai 
of the Kuang-jao-chin Intendancy (Kiu- 
Kinng Taotaiship) to have so acted in 
8 straightforward aud honest manner that 
he is feared and respected by all his 
people. Mu Té-fén, an expectant Taot: 
ig a man with much experience in adminis. 
trative affairs, and is fit for any post of 
importance, "Chiang Yii-ch'ang, prefect 
of Juichos, has always shown himself 
clean-handed, loves the people, and is ener- 
getic in the encouragement of the rearing 
of silkworms and the cultivation of the 
mulberry tree so that this brauch of 
industry is already in a fair way of success 
in his’ profecture, With reference to 











Cheng Kung-ts'ai, district magistrate of 
Yungninghsien, he has proved himself to 
be clever and energetic in the performance 
of his duties and is, moreover, of a 
courageous nature, brave in doing what he 
thinks is right, “When his district was 
infested by bandits two years ago and the 
local rowdies were preparing to rebel the 
firmness and bravery shown by this magis- 
trate in dealing with the question and the 
quick manner in which he enforced peace 
in his jurisdiction is a further proof of his 
ability and courage. The said Governor 
heartily recommends the above officers to 
our favourabl+ notice and we therefore com- 
mand him to transmit to the officers con- 
cerned our commendation of their conduct 
and exhort them to continue in all earnest- 
ness. to deserve our Imperial” approra’. 
In the same m-morial the said Governor 
further denounces Jen Kuo-ch‘uan, district 
magistrate of Lungehiianhsien ; Chen L-fan, 
district magistrate of Yenshanhsien ; Chou 
Wen-ch'no, district magistrate of Hsin- 
ch‘anghsien ; Yao Chin-hsi, district miagis- 
trate of Chinganhsien, and Yang Yii-ts‘ing, 
Second Captain of te Kiukiang rear batta- 
lion. The above officers have been charged 
with low conduct, avarice, fawning, and 
otherwise conducting themselves in a man- 
ner calculated to bring the service into 
ridicule. Chou Wén-ch'ao is charged with 
being a drunkard and ignorant of the Grst 
rinciples of government, while the Second 
Gaptaln "Yong ‘Yi-ts'ing in sccused of 
encouraging his men to disobey their 
superior officers and commit ontrayes 
amongst the people. Let all of the ac- 
cused noted above be instantly cashiered 
and dismissed the service. As for Lien 
Chich, department magistrats of Ining- 
chou, ant Tso Ping-chiin, district magis- 
ho lave heen 
charged with lack of abilities and mediocre 
talents, let them be ordered to resign 
their posts and await other employment. 
With reference to the charge against Fu 
Ch'eng-lang, expectant Lientenar, 
and acting Commandant of the Kiukiang 
Rear battalion, to the effect that he is too 
lax and unable to maintain discipline in 
his battalion, let him be ordered to report 
at Nanch‘angfu, the provincial capital of 
Kiangsi, and let the said Governor quietly 
investigate his ordinary conduct and see 
whether he is really what he has been 
described. 

































25th February. 
His Majesty entertained at a banquet 
this noon the Princes, Dukes and nobles 
of the Imperial Clan in honour of the new 
year festivities. ‘To-erh-chi-p‘o-la-mu was 
his Msjesty’s cup-bearer on this occasion, 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Shao Chi-ch‘eng is promoted to be Trea- 

surer vf Kueichou and Wen Hi 

moted to the Provincial Judgesh 

Shao Chi-ch‘eng promoted as above. 

26th February, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Hsing Lu is xppointed Taotai of the 

Yentung Intendancy of Yunnan, vice Wen 

Haj promoted Provincial Judge of Kuei- 


chou, 
27th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

As the post of prefect of Yunnanfu is 
one of great importance let the Viceroy 
and Governor of the said province select 
the man they think best fitted for the post, 
and I+t Ts‘ao Hung-hsiin be appointed to 
the post vacated by the prefect of their 


choice. 
28th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

‘Tan Chi-bsiin, Governor of Hupeh and 
acting Viceroy of the Hukuang provinces, 
denounces a certain military officer in the 
former province. Li Chung-fa, expectant 
Colonel and Commandant of the middle 
battalion of the Wukang brigade, has been 


















charged with being unable to keep his men 





in order when on the point of disbandment, 
insomuch that the troups mutinied and 
caused a great disturbance, ete. This isa 
plain proof that the svid Colonel did not 
observe proper discipline when the batta- 
lion was in commission and he is therefore 
punished by being instantly cashiered and 
dismissed the service. 
29th February. 
DIPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chang Shun, Tartar General and 
Military Governor of Kirin, reports that as 
En Hsiang, Deputy Military Governor of 
Hunch‘un, is about to go to Peking for an 
Imperial auslience we should appoint some 
one to take his place. Sha-k‘6-tu-lin-tsa-pu, 
Deputy Military Governor of Ninguta, is 
hereby transferred to Hunch‘un ad interim. 
and Fu Liv-pu is appointed to take his 
place at Ninguta. 

(2) The Mongol Prince Na Yen-t'u is 
appvinted to conduct the Mongol princes, 
dukes and nobles (who have come to Pe- 
king to congratulate us on the new yenr) to 
E-ho Park on the morning of the Srd 
proximo and present them to H.I.M, te 
Ennpress-Dowager. ‘They are to arrive ab 
the Park Palace at ten v’elock precisely on 
that day. 








Ist March, 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

‘The other day Yi Lu, then Military 
Governor of Féngtien, recommended (o 
our favourable notice, the expectent 
Taotai Yii Jui. the sub-prefect Cu‘en 
Chung-wei, and the Mauchu Colonel Ying 
Kai, saying that they were men of ab lity 
and deserved high appointment, ete. Yi 
Lu's successor, E ké-t'ang-d, however, de- 
nounced them and Li Pei-yuan, ‘Civil 
Governor of Moukden, corroborsted the 
charges made against the three men and 
they lave all been cashiered and dismissed 
for ever from the public service. As Yii 
1a now Tartar General of Fuochow evi- 











dently has been misled hy his ‘ality 
for the men, he must not be allowed to 
psss unpenalised and he is therefore 


to be handed over to the Boards for the 
determination of adequate penalties. 





Meetings. 





Ab a meeting of the Com 
Board Room, 23, Kinngse Rond, 
Shanghai, on Tuesday, the 12th of May, 
1896, at 4 o'clock p.m. 

Present:—Messrs. J. L. Scott, (Chair- 
man), C. Beurmann, D. Brand, J. Cooper, 
J, S. Fearon, J. H. McMichael, D. M. 
Moses, and the Secretary, 

TheSwmmons calling the meeting is taken 
xs read. 

The Minntes of last meeting are roxd, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is sub- 
mitted, and cheques for sundry accounts 
are signed. 

Return of Prisoners apprehended and 
pilice daily reports for the past week are 
submitted. 

Markets.—Report by the Inspector is 
submitted stating that during April he 
regularly visited the markets and butcher 
shops and carefully inspected all the mext 
offering for sal-. Beef has been of gvod 
quaiity, but during part of the month 
cattle were rather scarce and dear, which 
has caused the butchers to advance their 
price about 2 cents per Ib. Mutton has 
been good with an abundant supply, and 
generally the markets have been well-sup- 
plied with fish, vegetables, and fruit, 

‘The number of animals slaughtered at 
the abattoir has been 884 oxen, 1,712 
sheep, 178 calves, and 39 pigs, on, which 
the fees amounted to $184.89, in addition 
to which $17.68 was received for hot water 
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supplied to grease shop men, $8.84 for 
branding tongues and tails, $1.40 for 
special permits, and $27 for butcher shop 
licenses, making in all $239.77. 

One ox and three sheep were rejected 
as unfit for foreign consumption, and sold 
to the grease shops. 

The fees for the cattle sheds have 
amounted to $784.20, and during the 
month 3 oxen, and I sheep were refused 
admittance. 

‘The following animals were brought to 
Pab-sin-jaoh, anil disposed to the grease 
64 oxen, 91 water buffaloes, 38 sheep 
(Aead), and 26'ponies. 27 butcher licenses 
have been issued for May. The principal 
dealers and shopmen from Smith's market 
have now removed to the Sungkiang, Pak- 
hoi, and Hoopeh Roads. 

Native Livery Stable.—The Inspector 
reports that the ponies at the different 
stables are in good health and free from 
disease, but 26 were disposed of at 
the grease shops during the month, 
being old, and unfit for further work. 559 
carriages, and 687 ponies have been licensed 
for May against 541 of the former, and 603 
of the latter respectively for May last year. 
3,419 jinricshas, and 4,265 wheelbarrows 
have been licensed for the current month. 


Voluntecrs—Annuat Inspection. —The fol- 
lowing correspondence and report are sub- 
mitted, and ordered to be published :— 


Head Quarter Office, Hongkong. 
Hongkong, 29th April, 1896. 

Sin,—I have the honour to forward for 
your information th report of Major Boteld, 

Aon his recent Inspection ofthe Shanghai 
Volunteer Corps, which is generally favoura 
ble, although some points are brought to notice 
which call for improvement. 

I do not attach so much importance to the 
mere smartness of movement of the Field 
Battery as to accurate shooting; if the 
Volunicers have not time to become perfect 
in both, shooting must come first ; drivers 
however should move their guns without 
delay into the position required. If China 
ponies are accustomed to snafiies I am not 
Clear that the use of bits would be an im- 
provement. At practice, if possible, 4 guns 
should be used occasionally and worked as a 
Battery. 

It would bo advisable whenever possible to 
have the limbers packed and used under 
service conditions. 

Aand B Companies must brush up a little 
#0 as to come up to the level of the crack 
British Volunteer Corps; it is to be hoped 
that they are practised in extended move- 
ments, in attacking and defending positions, 
and in closing from extended order. As 
regards the miss-fices when in Shanghai I 
called for a report but none was sent to m 

I am glad that on the whole the report is 
satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. Brack, 
Major General, 

















To The Cuarmuas, 
of the Municipal Council, 
Shanghai. 


ipal Council, 
16th May, 1896. 
Sim,—I have the, honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of Your Excellency’s letter of the 
29th ultimo, forwarding for the information 
‘of the Council, Major Botfield’s report of bis 
inspection of the Shanghai Volunteer Corps, 
for which they are much obliged, and they 
are glad to learn that you consider it to be, 
‘on the whole, satisfactory. 

‘Your letter and Major Botfield’s report have 
‘been handed to the Commanding Officer of 
the Volunteers and, no’ doubt, the valuable 
criticisms on the Corps contained in them 
will have. the careful consideration of the 
Commandant and office 

‘The report upon the miss-fires for wi 
you applied when in Shanghai is now being 

















prepared, and shall be forwarded when com. 
pleted. 
Thave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
James L. Scorr, 
Chairman. 
‘To His Excellency 
‘Major General Watsox Back, C.B., 
Commanding H.M. Forces in China 
‘and Hongkong. 


‘From Major Garner Borrtexp, R.A. 
To theD. A. A. G. (A) 
Hongkong, 25th April, 1896. 

Sim,—I have the honour to submit the 
following report of my inspection of the 
Shanghai Volunteer Corps, for the informa- 
tion of the General Officer Commanding. 
On my arrival in Shanghai on the Sth of 
April, 1896, I was asked to put off the 
inspection from 11th to 18th of April, as the 
Corps had been prevented by bad weather 
from doing much drill ; to this I agreed. 

During the time I was there I had an 
opportunity of seeing the various branches 
drilling on their several parades, «nd a parade 
‘of the whole Corps twice. I also saw each 
Company volley firing on the ranges, and the 
Artillery practice at the Point.” I'am glad to 





be able to report that the state of the Cor 
is satisfactory and such as to render 
efficient for the 





service for which it is inten 

1g the small amount of training 
rps undergoes the result is most 
to both officers and men, The 
Corps is fortuuate in having as Commanding 
Officer Major Morrison, who takes such an 
interest in it, and who has such a good 
knowledge of the requirements and working of 
all branches. The Adjutant is also a good 
and energetic officer. 

‘The Light Horse is only 28 strong, all told. 
‘They are well mounted on China ponies, and 
turn out very well, their drill is steady and 
fairly good, but slow. Sword drill is weak 
and requires much more practice. 

‘The Artillery has astrength of 59 all ranks, 
formed into a Battery of Fiell Artillery, they 
are armed with 49-pr. R.B.L. guns’ horsed 
‘with China ponies (4 in each team as a rule). 
‘The ponies are strong and useful animals 
but require more training; they are not suffi 
ciently handy to enable the Battery to drill 
with any accuracy or smartness. I would 
recommend that bits he used instead of 
snafiies, The old drill has been retained, 
the new drill should be adopted. ‘The office 
require more practice; the drivers also require 
more instruction, the drill was generally slow 
and often incorrect. ‘The standiog gun drill 
is good and the gonners serve the guns well. 
Tie practice was good ; it is the custom to 
carry this out with only two guns, it would 
benefit all materially if four guns’ could be 
employed so that they could be worked as a 
battery. I would suggest, that, if feasible, 
the limbers, which are now kept empty, should 
be packed ready to turn out at once; this 
veould also enable the gunners to got practice 
io handling the ammunition and in distin- 

‘uishing the different natures of shell at every 
Hit, f noticed at practice some hesitation 
on the part of the ammunition numbers. 
On the whole the state of the Battery is 
efficient, the guns are in very good order and 
well looked after, and it is thoroughly well 
able to take up a positionand bring an effective 
fire to bear on any desired poiut ia reasonable 
time. The tubes used at practice were old 
and not very reliable. 

The Infantry consists of A, B, and one 
German Company. two former com- 
panies there is a want of life and precision in 
the movements ; the marching, however, was 
steady and the movements correctly done. 
‘The handling of the arms is much better I 
believe than last year, but there are still 
some rather clumsy. ‘The German Company 
is very smart, their discipline seems good and 
their marchi and movements are accurate 
and very good. More practice is required by 
the whole of the Infantry in volley firing, 
which is at present only moderate. The Ne. 
Officers do not appear to have their squads 
under good control (the German Co. excepted). 
Complaint was made regarding the cordite 
ammunition supplied from the Ordnance, 
there have been a number of miss-fires and 











































‘The Armoury is in good order and well 
looked after, the Magazine is also well kept, 
but there is only one room for small arm 
ammunition, shells, tudes, fuzes and car- 
tridges. The latter should, if possible, be kept 
in a separate place. 

The machine gun drill was good, but at 
practice on the range, no attempt at any drill. 
was wade. 

Excellent arrangements are made, in case 
the Corps is required to tum out for service, 
for food and other supplies, and for transport: 
jing men quickly if necessary. 
attach Parade state. 

Ihave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
W. @. Borrinp, 
Major, R.A., 
G. RB. A. China, 





S.V.C. Lysrzcrioy RETURN. 
Date, 18th April, 1896. 
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Dosatp Mackenzie, 

Captain and Adjutant, 8.V.C, 

New Councillor.—The Chairman men- 

tions that Mr. A. P. MacEwen is leaving 

for Hongkong, and he has therefore re- 
signed his seat at the Board. 

Tt is then agreed that Mr. Alford should 

be asked to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Mr. MacEwen. 


Sanitary Bourd.—The following minutes 
of meeting of the Board held on the 13th 
instant are ordered to be published :— 

Plavyue in the South,—De. Henderson again 
drew the attention of the Board to the con- 
tinuance of Plague in the South. With 

ard to this the recommendations made by 
the Board-at their last meeting had for the 
mmost part been carried into effect. 

‘The Chapel at Pootung had been ready to 
receive patients some weeks ago and the 
Sister Superior at the General Hospital had 
again kindly promised to send nurses there 
should their services be required. 

‘The Hospital huts on the River bank near 
the Point were now practically completed 
and these would provide sufficient accom- 
modation for any imported Chinese cases, 

In the unlikely event of a Foreigner being 
brought to Shanghai suffering from Plague 
the Chapel at Pootung would, Dr. Henderson. 
thought, be still the best place to use for 
immediate isolation and treatment, 

‘Tt was never intended to collectany number 
of such cases at Pootung ; tho idea of a 
“Pest House” there was of course an ex- 
aggeration advanced by those who objected 
to the Chapel being used at all in this way, 
with a view to strengthen their position, 

‘The medical inspection of ships was a matter 
at present entirely in the hands of the 
Customs authorities. Dr. Blanc was the 
inspecting officer and he would certainly give 
immediate notice should a case of Plague be 
discovered. 

Ditch between the Bubbling Well Road and 
the Race Course.—Mr. Mayne informed the 
Board that it was proposed to enlarge the 
outlet of the diteh opposite the Old Horse 
Bazaar ; by admitting the tide freely in this 
way the condition of the ditch would, he 
believed, be materially improved, but before 
anything could be done it was necessary to 

et the consent of the owner and lessees of 
the property through which the connecting 
culvert rans. 

Covered. Dust Onrt,—A new cart lately 
imported from England was inspected by the 



























hang fires. 


Board and it was agreed that the cover waa 
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a great. improvement on anything that had 
yet been made in Shanghai, but in other 

ects Mr. Cameron explained that the 
design would need modification to make it 
‘euitable for the local requirements. 


Death Returns.—The following returns for 
the month of April compared with previous 
years were submitted :— 





1299 «198 «2 1B 
Tn < ee 
m8 7 7 = 

1396... 83 10618914 
* 6 Drowned. 


‘The Meeting then adjourned. 


The following reports are submitted, and 
ordered to be published with the foregoing 
fat the npplicants’ expen 

Caitle in Native Dairies.—Return of 
animals kept at the native dairies for the 
week ending the 18th of May: 
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Tho above-mentioned 
regularly visited during the past week and 
the cattle therein found to be free from 
disease. 
Jony Cums, 
Inspector of Markets, Dairies, etc, 


Potice.—Return of apprehensions, ete., 
made: by the Municipsl Police during 
week ending the 16th day of Muy, 1896 


















Breach of Municipal Regulations .. 
Barglary 
Gruslty ‘to animals 
Fraud... 
Furious ri 
Gamblin; 
Larceny from dwellings, ete. 
Miscellaneous cases 
"Ricsha Licenses suspend 
, vs _ confiscated. 
Wheelbarrow Licenses susj 
Handeart . 
Beggars, hawkers and ragpickers 


Total number of persons coming under 
the notice of Police .. 2143, 
Chinese dead bodies found in streets. 2 
Sizay dogs captured 64 
I. BS Mckves, 
Captain Superintendent. 


























‘THE CHINESE SOCIETY OF 
SCIENCE, ARTS, AND 
LITERATURE. 
gee 
‘The eighth monthly meeting of the above 
Society was held at the Royal Asiatic 
Society's Lecture Room on Tuesday even- 
ing. Mr. A. W. Danforth was the lecturer 
and he chose for his subject ‘The 
Manipulation of Cotton.” He described 
cotton as a vegetable fibre of which there 
were four or five kinds. He gave interesting 
statistics as to the gunz produced by 
different countries, the acres of land cul- 
tivated for that purpose, the production of 
each acre, comparing the product of one 
country ‘with that of others as to 
quality and the fineness of the yarn ob- 
tained therefrom. The Chinese cotton 
produced the finest yam. He also men- 
tioned the percentage of profit that was 
made on the capital by the farmers of 
cotton. A number of slides were shown 

the aid of lime-light representing the 
different machines used in cotton factories 
for carding, scutching, ete. Primitive 
methods, with the modern way of weaving 
cloth, were fully elucidated. .- 

Mr. Fung Yih proposed and Mr. Ng 
Hing-shang seconded a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Danforth. 

The Rey. F. L. Hawks Pott, the Presi- 
dent of the Society, announced that the 
season would be closed until October 
after a social gathering in June, when the 
members will be invited to a dinner which 
will be interspersed with music and toasts. 








Bepont. 


A. 8. WATSON AND CO., 
LIMITED. 





REPORT 
of the General Manager for the year ending 
the 31st December, 1895, for presentation to 
the Shareholders’ at the eleventh aonval 
ordinary general meeting of the Company 
| (since its registration) abe hed he 
| Hongkong Dispensary on Thursday, the 2ist 
May, 1896, at twelve o'clock, noon 
To the Shareholders of 
A. §. Warsoy & Co., Listrrep. 
GestisMex,—I beg to lay before you 
| statement of the Company's with a 
| balance sheet for the year ending the 31st of 
| December, 1895. 
| The net profits of the Comy 
twelve months under review, after paying all 
charges, including general management, and 
providing for all bad and doubtful debts, 
and with the addition of $7,613.19 brougbt 
forward from last year,amount to...$79,$83.97 
From this there has been written 
off for depreciation of furniture, fit- 
tings, utensils of trade, machinery, 
steam launch, and buildings ... 








y for the 


53. 


Leaving an available balance of...$75,015.44 
We paid an Interim Dividend of 
cent. in November 
Lo ae ast, 








$30,000.00 








‘And I now propose :— 
To pay a further Dividend of 5 

cent. (making 10 per cent. 

‘the year), which will absorb 30,000.00 
Fo place’ to the Credit of Per- 











manent Fund 7,000.00 
Tocarry forward to 1896 Account 8,015.44 
$75,015.44 


The amount, of $100,000.00 paid for the 
Goodwill and Trade Marks, which has. atood 
aaa Ascet in the books of the Company 
since its formation, has been written off from 
Permanent Reserve Fund in accordance with 
the suggestion made at the General Meeting 
last year. 

General Insurance Fund $10,000.00, the 
maintenance of which as separate account 
served no useful purpose, has been merged 
into Permanent Reserve Fund. 

Permanent Reserve Fund in 1894 Accounts 
stood. at $183,000.00. After writing off 
$100,000.00 for Goodwill and ‘Trade Marke 
and with the addition of $10,000.00 General 
Insurance Fund and $7,000.00 to be taken 
from the 1895 Profits now available for appro» 
tiation, it will stand at $100,000.00. 

Reserve Fund to meet Contingencies or for 
the Equalisation of Dividends’ remains at 
$25,000.00 as heretofore. 

‘Tho Company's Accounts ip London have 
been audited by Mr. Leonard B, Warmington, 
Chartered Accountant, and those at the Head 
Ofte by Mr, Francis Maitland’ acting for 
Mr, 8. G. Bird, who is absent. 

‘The Company's business continues to be 
progressive and, satisfactory. 


Iso, D, Huneneeys, 
General Manayer, 
Hongkong,9th May, 1896. 














Balance Sheet, 31st December, 1895. 








THABILITIES. 
Capital Account, sseee06$600,000,00 
LocalandGenerai $ 
Liabilities in 
50,459.20 


Mortgage on Inland Lot 
fo. 19 and the build- 


ings thereon ... 0,000.00 


Bills payable, Hongkong, Manila, 
and London .., 

Permanent, Reserve Fund. 98,000.00 

Reserve Fund to meet 
‘contingencies, or for 

equalisation of 





120,459.20 
72,325.52 













Unclaimed dividends . 
Security deposits from staif 
Profit and Loss, 

forward from 


—— 75,015.44 
Less interim dividend of 5 
per cent, 
vember, I 
‘Lees amount un- 
aimed. 





1,822.50 
———%8, 177.50 
———= 46,897.94 


$072,788.66 





130,446.29 


5,480.96 
99,144.87 
L719 





———._ 55,613.34 
Fire Insurance Premia unexpired.. 









2,832.28 
Good ‘Debts due from sundry - 
DebtorsinLondonandHongkong 12,985.35 
Branch Adjustment Account 2,609.27 
Investment in public compani 
North-China Insurance Co,, Ld. 
2,850.00 


Hongkong Fire Insurance ‘Co, 
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Section A of Inland Lot 
No. 17 and the build- 
ings thereon 64,389.49 

Inland Lot No. 19 an 
the buildings thereon, 156,055.32 

‘Kowloon InlandLotsNos. 

549, 550, and 551...... 23,000.00 

Peak Rural Buildin, 

No. 80 and the Build- 
ing thereon 














Prorir xp Loss. 








Dr. $ 
To Deprostation Account .. 
»» Balance ., 
Coxrra. 
Cr. 


By Balance forward from 189 
»» Net profits in Hongkong, Cl 
London, and Manila for 1895.. 


Jxo, D. Humpureys, 
General Manager. 
A. H, Maxcen, 
Secretary. 

Lhave compared the Books and Vouchers 
at the head office and the returns from the 
different branches with the above statement 
and found it correct. 


F, Marmaxp, Auditor. 
Hongkong, 7th May, 1896, 








Amusements. 








CRICKET. 





SHANGHAI CRICKET CLUB. 


Xv, XXIL 
‘The cricket season was opened on Satur- 
day on the 8,0.C. ground with the cus- 
tomary:match betwoen the XI and XXII, 
which is gonorally regarded as likely to 
give some indication of the ‘new blood” 
the Club will have at its disposal for the 
summer. Unfortunately from this stand- 
int the match was rather disappointing, 
For the XXII wero vastly overmatched, and 
if we except the matter of ficlding—and 
jarticularly some good eatches—were hope- 
essly outclassed. ‘The batting of the 
was poor in the extreme, and the bowling 
inexpressibly feeble. ‘They were all disposed 
of for the paltry total of 64, and the XT 
then goit 
seven wickets, 
Full score and analysis :-— 


xn 
. R, Leake, b, Sb. Croi 
W. P. Lambo, c. and b. W. H. Moule 
. J. McClure, b. W. H. Moule 
. Hanbury, b. St. Croix 
H.-Ryde, b. W. H. Moule 
folsaac, b. St. Croix 
Larkins, c. and b. W. H. Sfoute 
. W. Thomas, b. W. H. Moule 
. L, Byrne, ¢. and b. St. Croix 
-V, Parr, b. St. Croix 
|. Turner, b. St. Croix 

« Shaw, e. and b. W, if. Moule 
. K. Tweed, b. St. Croix.... 
W. Sharples, b. Tyack, 
S. Hart, b. Mann 
L 

A 

M. 











bap 












HHO 








aahstes 
Bora 





poms | 


‘Hall, b. Mann 
Matthews, c. A.J. H. Moule, 6. Mann 
. M.E. Machado, ran ont 

R, Carr, b, Tyack 

E. B, Clark, b. Tyack 
R. Macgregor, run out 
E, Gumpert, not cut 
Byes 8; 1-b3 





2 


es 












1 
0 
8 
4 
0 
0 
3 
2 
0 
+0 
5 
20 
6 
2 
2 
3 
0 
2 
1 
2 
2 
0 
ll 





64 
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| R. Manning, c. and b. Moller 


in hit up 166 for’ the loss of | H. 
















x 
P. A. Cox, e. Gumpert, b. Turner 8 
W. B. Cheetham, c. Melssac, b. Hart... 5 
R. C. Farbridge, c. and b. McClure. 5 
W. 5. Tyack, e. Turner, b. Hart 4 
J. Mann, c. Ryde, b. Tweed uM 
‘A. P, Wood, not out 36 
A. J. HL Moule, b. Lambe 30 
A. W. Hunt, not out 21 
W. H. Moule, c. Lambe, b. Clark. 18 
‘Byes 331-b1, o-b1 5 

166 


F, H. Sawyer and F, A. de St. Croix, did 
not bat. 


‘BOWLING ANALYSIS. 





xxu. 
Overs. Mdns, Runs. Wkts. 

W. H. Moule ...16 5 19 6 
St. Croix 7 a 6 
3 7 3 

2 5 3 


» Mdns, Runs. Wkts. 








5° 1 an ia 

5 2 2 1 

6 0 8 2 

ae rs | 

10 0 37 o 

6 2 9 1 

Hanbury 7 0 2 oO 
Clark 5 4 5 1 
Lambe 5 oo ig 1 

SHANGHAI RECREATION CLUB. 

A. very exciting match was played, on 
Saturday afternoon between the S.R.C. 


and a combined team from H.M.S. Archer, 
H.M.S. Daphne, and the P. & 0, 5.8. Mir- 
sapore, which resulted in a victory for tho 
S.R.C. by eleven runs. Waistell won tho 
toss and elected to bat, his team scoring 
95, out of which he contributed 37 by soun 
cricket. Cookson also played well for his 
18, nd the only other member who got 
info Gentle _Sgaree was Bumett, he 
RC. 0) ir innings badly, six 
wickets failing in rapid succession for 26 
runs, At this critical period ‘T. Wallace 
joined H. Veitch, and without giving a 
chance they carried the score to 94 before 
they were separated. ‘The innings closed 
for 106. The most successful bowlers were 
Miller for the S.R.C. and Cookson and 
‘Anderson for the visitors. Appended is 
the full score :— 

‘1LM.S. “ ARCHER,” H,3.8..‘‘ DAPHNE,” AND 

P. AND 0. STR. “ MIRZAPORE.” 
















H. Holyoake, b. T. 
Legg, & Moller 

ookson, c. sub., 
. H. Bermingham, b. Moller 





A. K. Waistell, b, Moller. 
‘M. Blakeman, b. Naylor 
A. P. Burnett, b. Row 
B. Howell, b. Row 
ide, b. T. Wallace. 
lerson, not-out 
Extras .... 





san wS4ookuul 








Shij 
Ant 


Ed 





G. 
A 
H. 
N. 
i. 
8. 

pay 
vr 
PA 

G 
A 


woman Bra Buca 


3| 


Runs. 
15 
2 
19 
19 
it 


Wickets. 
? 








one 








Runs. Wickets" 
39 4 
26 4 
7 0 
Ww 2 
cy 


TIENTSIN RACES. 


{ey THe COURTESY OF THE IMPERIAL 
CHINESE TELEGRATHS.) 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 
Sth, 19th, and 20th May. 






H. Betuixonam, Esq.; J. 
Esq.; W. H onan Esq 





Finst Day. 
Monday, 18th May, 1896, 
1.—Serixe Cur.—Value, Ts.—. For China 

Weight for inches as pet scale. 
Griffins of this Meeting allowed dibs. 









Entrance, Ts, 5. One mile and a quarter. 
Sayonara L 
Hunter 2 
Rosebank 3 


Time, 2mins. 50secs. 
2,—Matwes Prate.—Value, Tis.——. First 
Pony, Tis.——; Second Pony, Tis, —. 
For China Ponies that have never run 
before. Weight for inches as per scale. 
Entrance, Tis. 10, Three-quarters of a 





Time, Imin. 31sec, 
3.—Tzo-cuv-t1s Staxes.—Value, Tls,—, 
a Ponies. Weight for inches as 
per scale, Entrance, Tis. 5, Half a mile, 
Of Chance 
Mystery. 
‘Messenger . 

Time, 60}secs. 
4.—Nonriees Cor.—Value, Tis, —-. For 
Griffins of this Meeting, and Non-winners 
at previous Meetings. Griffins to carry 
weight for inches as per scale. Non- 
winners at previous Meetings to carry 
Sibs. extra, Winner of Maiden Plate to 
carry 7Ibs. extra, Entrance, Tle, 5, Ons 
‘and a half. 

















Time, 3min 
—Petuo Stakes. 
China Ponies. "Weight ‘for inches as per 
scale. Winners at this Meeting to carry 
flbs. extra Entrance, ‘Tis. S ‘hres. 
quarters of a mi 





Tis.——. For 












Revanche 2 
Vice Feldwebel 3 
Time, Imin, 35}secs, 
6.—A Cutacvesce Cor.—Value Ts, 350. Pre- 


sented by W. W. Dickinson, Esquire, 
For China Ponies.’ Weight for inches aa 

scale. ‘To be won at two consecutive 
Meetings or three times in all, by » pony 
or ponies the property of the same owner 
‘or owners. 75 per cent of Entrance Fees 
to go to first puny ; 25 per cent to second 
pony. Entrance, Tis. 10. One mile and 
a half. 





Time, 3mins. 21secs. 
Secosp Day. 
Tuesday, 19th May, 1896. 
1.—Tse Trestsiy. Denpy.—A Sweepstakes 
of Tis. 10 each, with Tis, —added. 
For China Ponies that have never run 
previous to the Spring Meetings of 1896. 
First pony to receive 70 per cents 
second pony 20 per cent; third pony 10: 
per cent. Weight for inches as per 
scale. Winners of one race at these 
Meetings to carry Slbs. extra ; two racer 








Slbs. extra ;-thres or more races, 10lbe. 
extra, One mile and a half. 
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Fairplay —Tue “U.S. CHexcro Commssios” Cop. | Priv. Buchavan ..9495984-25 2245459-26 55594551 62 
Bf —Presented. Value, Tis. 75, added to ! Corp, Pearce .....S154i2¢25 5245460-25 645545431 61 
Pentargan a sweepstakes of ‘Tle. 5 each. For ! Priv. Hember ....8535924-17 5:42543-25 344535428 8) 

China Ponies. Weight for inches as per { 5, Sharples ....9454284-28 §923435-25 8515385.32 60 


‘Time, 3mins. 18sees. 
2—THe “Axcuon Frac” Cor.—Value, 
‘Tie. 100. Presented by Nils Moller, 
Eeq. “Fer China ponies. Weight for 
inches az per scale. Winuers of one 
race at this meeting to carry Slbs. extra ; 

of two or more races Slbs. extra. Ea- 
tranci 





‘Time, 2mins. 
3,—Tuz Taorar’s Cor.—Value, $109. 

sented by His Excellency’ the Tao! 
For China ponies. To be ridden by Chi- 
nese riders approved of by the Stewards. 
Weight for inches as per mafoo 
Winners of one race at this meeting to 
carry 7Ibs. extra; of two or more races, 
1olbs, extra, Entrance, Tis. 5. One 
ile. 
Bunder 
Grey Friar 
Vice Feldwebel 

‘Time, 2mins. 11 

4.—Curenios Staxes.—A forced entry of 

Tis. 5, with Tl.—-added, for all 
griffins of this ‘mectiag. First pony to 
Teceive 75 per cent; second pony 25 per 
cent, Weight for inches as per seale. 
Ont mile. 
Advance 
Antitoxin 
Blue Peter 

Time, 2mins. Ssecs. 

5,—Tue Texts Staxes.—Value Tis, —. 
‘A forced Entry of Tis. 5 for all Ponies, 
other than griffins, entered at this Meet 
ing (excepting those entered for the 
Steeplechase), with Tis. — added from 
the Race Fund. Optional for griffins 
entered at this meeting. Griffins, non- 
winners, allowed 5 Ibs. First Pony to 
receive 75 per cont; Second Pony, 25 
percent. Weight for inches as per scale. 
One mile and three-quarters. 

land. 

iamarck 
Revanche 

Time, mins. 59$secs, 

G.— Tine Dantox” Cuautexce Cor,—Value 
‘Tis, 400. Presented by Ernest C. Dalton, 
Esquire. For China Ponies. Weight for 
inches as per scale. To be won at two 
consecutive Meetings or three times in 
all, by @ pony or ponies the property of 
the same owner or owners. Winners of 
fone race at this Meeting to carry Slbs, 
extra ; of two races, 8lbs. extra ; of three 












1 
2 
3 


















1 
2 
3 








1 
2 
3 























or more, 10lbs. extra. Griffins, Non- 
winners at’ this Meeting, allowed 7ibs, 
Winner to receive Tis. 100 at euch Meet: 








jog until the Cup is ially won, Entrance 
‘Tis. 5. One mile and a quarter, 
Sendgraf 
Pentargan’. 
Londstar ... 

‘Time, 2mins. 46secs. 

7.—Tue ‘* Sennor” Cur.—Presented by W. 
‘A. Forbes, Esq. For China Ponies. 
First Pony to receive the Cup ; Second 
Pony 50% of entrance fees. For Grifins 
only. Winners of ene race weight for 
inches as per scale; of two or more, 
“lbs. extra. Non-winners to receive ao 
allowance of 7ibs. Entrance Tis. 5. 
One mile. 
Snowdrop 
Moribund 
Charleston... 

Time, 2mins. 8Zsecs. 
Tutmp Day. 
Wednesday, 20th May, 1596. 

1A, Sweersraxes—of Tis, 10 each, with 
‘Tis. —— added from the Race Fund. 
For Chiua Ponies. Weight for inches as 
per scale. Winners of one race at this 
mnecting to carry TIbs. extra: of two or 
more races, 10ibs. extra.—One mileand 


tom 








1 
2 
3 





6.—Cuamriox 


seale. Winners of one race at this 
meeting to carry 7ibs. extra; of two or 
more, 10lbs. extra. Griffins of this 
meeting, non-winners, allowed 7lbs.— 
One mile and a quarter. 


eotom 





3.—Visrrons’ Cur.—Value, Tis. —. Pre- 
sented. For China Ponies. Weight for 
inches as per scale, Winners of one 
race at this meeting to carry ibs. 
extra ; of more, 10lbs, extra, Entrance, 
Tis. 5.—One mile. 





4.—Tur Moxcon Cop.—Value, Tis.—. 
For Chiva Ponies that have never run 
Defore this meeting. Weight for inches 
as per scale, Winners of one race to 
carry 7lbs. extra; of two or more, 10lbs 
extra, Entrance, ‘Tis. 5.—Three-quarters 
of amile. 





Time, Imin. 38eecs. 
5.—Coxsoration Sraxkes.—Value, Tis. 
For China ponies that have run at ¢ 
meeting and not won a race. Weight for 
inches as per scale. Entrance, ‘Tis, 5. 
One mile, 
Snufibor. 
Mupti 
Revan 
‘Time, 2mins. Lisecs. 
Srakes.—Value Tl.——A 
forced Entry of 10 per cent on. prizes 
won by winners at this meeting. Op- 
tional entrance of Tis. 10 each for other 
ponies entered at this meeting. First 
jony to receive Tis.——: second pony 
\s.—— Weight for inches as per scale, 
One mile and a quarter. 
Advance 
Sayonara 
Charyer 
Time, 2mins. 443secs. 
‘The races were run during a heavy dust- 
storm. 
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See ae 
SPRING RIFLE MEETING. 
2.—Tx “Verenas’s” Cor.—Presented by 
smber of the German Compat 
300, 600and 700 yards. Four Pi 
Prize, the Cup; Second, Third and ‘Fourth 
Prizes, divided in the proportion of 4, 3 and 
2 Handicap.—Winners of a Gold Gross 6 
points; Winners of a First Prize at a Munici 

















Rel Meeting ina Competition open to 
Member of the Corps 4 points; Winner of a 
Second Prize in such a Competition 3 points. 


‘The shooting in this competition, which 
began on Thursday, was concluded on 
Saturday morning. ‘The light on the first 
day was very indilferent during the 
part of the shooting, but on Friday and 

turday the conditions on the whole were 
favourable. Deducting handicaps the prizes 
were divided as follows :-— 

Gunner MacDonald 
Corporal Hart 
Private Coxhead “Third. 
a Fleet. “Fourth. 
The following are the scores :— 






Gun. McDonald ..494444°-26 5559555-33 5455554-23 
Corp. Hart 
Pair. Daldy 












$44544-28 205544928 4485541-29 
35194-28 SA4552E27 595255930 
$544524-26 3556958-20 544404425 








Guu. Swanstrom.. 
‘Serg. Macdonald .. 
«+ Murphy 
Driv. Batty 
Fog. Lambe 
Gun, Laurison 
Seng. Whitteld, 
TSM. Dyer. 
Priv. Goodfellow .. 
(Capt, Traeman. 
Lieut. Camron .. 
Serg. MacDougall 












20 5345433-27 
699845-27 9518599-26 444194925, 
134499-95 5544421-28 934495325, 


4£235556.28 1855446-27 

















‘Troop. Cox, P, A...58%5889-24 4402522-19 $053485-90 13 
Priv, Land’ ...,..2328551-24 4220882. 9 $435458-30 73 
Corp. O'Dowd ....4599224-28 2934554-25 5345406-25 73 
Priv. Twicg, P.HH..088¢885-18 4322554-25 4354858.80 72 
my Goerlt «,..,-4852982-23 5593204-22 4353433-25 69 

Lieut, Robde......$444452-27 908049215 6323543-26 68 
Driv. Roggers. ....494853-27 0999022-19 $254395-26 68 
Gan. Forrest ....2944425-24 202250415 2544595.23 67 
Priv, Shadgett ..5832343-71 2283504-21 3653542-25 67 
7434-25 009923418 935486580 68 

-$228432-19 95222520 3455942-28 65, 

‘BLASH44-28 0512020-17 000518215 66 

"4934382-22 $585285-26 0408500-12 61 

-3482245-22 0280852-16 4899804-20 57 

+ FUR2S-T 0050540-21 85381023 55 

4030055-17 50 

SiBHHH428 48, 


(0352045-19 2202208-12 002428011 
-2020602-11 2242202-14 2054420-17 


3.—Tue “Lapres’” Prize,—Subseribed by 
the Ladies of Shanghai, Ranges—200 and 
500 yards. Six Prizes. 

‘The competition for this popular prize, 
which occupied four days, was concluded 
yesterday. It produced some very good 
Shooting, there being four scores of 65. 
Gunner Laurison, on behalf of Mrs. C. le 
Bas Rickman, secured the first prize, his 
score at the longer range, 34, being the best 
in the four aggrogates of 65, Sergeant 
Brooks, for Mrs. Adler, coming second, and 
Sergeant Garriock, for Mrs. Pemberton, 
third. Appended are the scores :— 


Names of Names of 
Subscribers. Competitors, Score. 


a 
a 













Mrs. Adler 65, 
yy Alford 56 
Miss Algar “56 





Mrs. 





By 
B Corp. Wal, A. 1. 
erg. Garriock 





». Clarke, G. . 
Miss Clarke, L. A. ...Troop.Graham 
. Craddock.........Priv. Fischer 
Dabelstein .. 
Dowdall, W. M. 














Mrs. 


Tessup-Clark ...Corp. 
Johnston, Jas. C.-8. 
Johnston, J. C. Priv. 
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“Lieut. Cameron 
‘Corp. Coxhead 
“Sergt. Whitfield 
Corp. Hart, 
‘Priv. Rowland 
Capt. Trueman 
‘Corp. Coxhead 
iv. Sharples 
Lieut. Rohde 
Driv. Batty. 
Gun. Swanstrom 
‘Troop.Cox, P. A, 
Priv. Goodiellow | 


Mayne, Chas. 
ain 
MeLeish 
Middleton 
+ Moore, L. 
‘Morgan, 
. Morrison, G. J. 
Morriss, H. 
‘Murphy, P. 'V. 
Nazer 








Sergt. Peace.. 
Blickle .. 
Swanstrom 
Goodfellow 





‘Sergt. McDougall 
Ware:Gariincr Pris Buchanan 








3 Wilson, T. M. ,, | Hember. 
3 Wingrove, G.R.Gun. Dahl . 

3) Winston .........Sergt: Macdonald. 
vow Wright, Av..-Priv. Shadgett 














Gorrespondence. 








FACTORY LEGISLATION 
WANTED. 


To the Editor of the 
Nonru-Cuixa Dany News. 


Si,—Will you allow me through your 
columns to draw attention to a sad fact, 
which is hindering the progress of Chris- 
tianity in Shanghai, and causing great 
difficulties in missionary work among the 
young women and girls here. I mean the 
employment of numbers of women in the 
various cotton mills and silk filatures, the 
greater number of which work seven days a 
week. 

‘The long hours daily, and the necessity 
of working on Sundays, make it almost 
impossible for any who wish to obtain 
Christian instruction. 

‘We have three Christian women connect- 
ed with our mission, and two or three who 
are interested in the Gospel, and wish to 
be taught, at work in these filatures ; they 
seldom, if ever can come to church, or 
have time to learn anything. 

T appeal to the firms to which these 
factories belong to establish Sunday 
closing, and not to bring shame and dis- 
credit on the name of Christianity by a non- 
observance of the Fourth Commandment. 

Tam, ete,, 
c.M.S. 





18th May. 
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A WELL-DESERVED TRIBUTE. 

To the Editor of the 
Norrs-Catxa Day News. 

Sm,—I beg to express, through the me- 
dium of your valuable paper, the great 
satisfaction with which I learned of the 
conduct of the officers and men of the se 
flagship Olympia, during the sad accident 
of the late s.s. Ontco, in rescuing a good 
many of the Chinese passengers of the un- 
fortunate vessel ; as well as the treatment 
extended by the whole ship’s company to 
those surviving from the wreck. 
I further beg to tender here my sincere 
thanks to the officers and men of the 
Olympia, for the great hospitality which 


2 | my nationals have thus received at their 
hands. 


Yours respectfully, 
Heaxe. Teb-t0m, 
Taotai of Shanghai. 
p. U Larix. 
20th May. 





AN APPEAL FROM ARMENIA. 

To the Editor of the 
Norta-Carva Datiy News. 

Sir,—A long and touching letter has 
been received from Syria by Dr. Boone in 
regard to the sorrows and troubles of the 
‘Armenian Christians. It is written by an 
‘American missionary who appears to be 
conversant with the facts of the case, and 
he enters into details of the horrible cruel- 
ties and oppressions under which these 
Armenians are called to suffer. It is no 
hearsay report which the writer gives, but 
what has come under his own eye, and of 
which he has been well informed. The 
subject is one familiar to the whole civilised 
world, and in spite of all that has been 
done to alleviate the miseries of the untold 
multitudes, and the representations made 
by the foreign Powers, matters are becom- 
ing worse and worse through the conduct 
of the native authorities and in the circum- 
stances of the people at large. It isnecdless 
to enter into particulars as described in the 
letter before us. They are simply heart- 
rending in every aspect of social life, the 
murder of thousands, the pillage of pro- 

erty, and the compulsion of numbers to 
Become Moslems under the penalty of 
death. All this has been attested by mani- 
fold witnesses of the highest character. 
‘The American missionaries have for many 
years been at work in the neighbourhood, 
‘and have done splendid service in their 
line of things. Urgent calls are now made 
on behalf of these persecuted and ruined 
thousands of our fellow Christians, and 
missionaries on the spot, happily acting 
under the protection and with the sanction 
of the English Ambassador, are ready to 
dispense the charities of England, America, 
and other places. The latest news reports 
that a severe famine is imminent, caused 
greatly through the barbaritv of the Kurds 
and Turks there, and earnest appeals are 
made for help. Contributions will be gladly 
received by the undersigned, or Dr. Boone, 
* and forwarded to the missionaries for dis- 
tribution among the parties in need. 

Yours, 
Wa. Murgeap. 








2Qist May. 
[* Or at the office of this Paper. 













& Penruss’ bottles and not their sauce is 
quite another thing, at least Mr. Justice 
North thought so when he granted an ii 

jnnetion recently against a certain West 
End Restaurant, which, it was proved. had 
ailopted the custom of filling up this firm's 
Empty Bottles with other Sauces. Those 
whe prafer the genuine article will do well 
to ask for Lea & Pernrys’, and, to quote 
an old advertiaement, See that they get 








it” 
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Miscellaneous. 





ROWING NOTES. 
EISELE 

During the past week -I have noticed 
considerable improvement in the rowing 
of the rival eights ; there seems to be some 
difficulty, however, in each boat in making 
up a crew, but that delicate matter is, 1 
fancy, settled at last, although I cannot 
give the names of the men rowing as their 
positions may possibly be changed during 
next week. 

The Mihholoong Eight is going fairly 
well; their skipper is setting them a long 
steady stroke, which is none too well follow. 
ed by some who are inclined to be short. 
‘There is also a tendency to finish the stroke 
in the air instead of in the water, which 
looks bad and spoils the pace of the boat. 

The Club Eight ought with care to 
develop into a very decent crew, but at 
present they are ail inclined to “bucket” 
forward, a very bad fault and very trying 
on the “wind.” ‘The time, too, is rather 
erratic and I would caution their stroke not 
to make the pace too hot just yet ; first get 
your crew to row well together slowly and 
the pace will come more easily after that. 

I hear there are # lot of new members 
this Spring and am sorry not to have seen 
them so far on the River. ‘‘Brace up” 
boys, and let mesee what you can do as 
you go past the Garden, 

Water Rar. 


‘The Spring Regatta on the 30th instant 
romises to excel all other previous Spring 
Re, vtitas, and to even vie with Henley 
itself for its ‘‘ fair women and houseboats.” 
‘The course, I understand, will be lined with 
houseboats decorated with flags and bunting 
of all descriptions, and lucky will be the 
man who secures the best position for his 
boat; small craft, as at Henley, during the 
intervals between the races, will be paddling 
about, the Band under its usual excellent 
conductorship will be stationed either on a 
cargo-bost or a pontoon, and give forth 
sweet music o'er the bosom of the’ Whang- 
0. Infact, with fine weather the Spring 
Regatta will prove a novelty such as Shang- 
hai has never seen. 

With regard to the rowing, the chief 
interest is, at present, centred upon the 
Mih-ho-loong and Club Eights ; the former 
have beaten the Club two ears in succession, 
and will make a bold bid for victory again 
this year. They are rowing well’ within 
themselves, and are stroked by their Second 
Assistant Foreman H. C. Pearce, a stroke 
of no mean calibre. They are improving in 
their style daily, and should the firebell 
commence ringing after the starter’s gun, 
nothing will stop their wild career for 
victory. 

‘The Club crew consists of the pick of the 
Club, but I fancy are slightly behind their 
opponents so'far as physical training is 
concerned ; in my humble opinion they want - 
more work, and plenty of it; they are all 
more or less short, and at present fail to 
obtain that first grip of the water so essen- 
tial to success. 

Scullers ae pera ‘se oe) daily eed 
seen passing the Gardens, the former taki 
to the ered like ducks out for a holiday. 

I can only close by wishing all success 
tothe S.R.C. and the different competitors ; 
likewise wishing I was not 

Too Oxp to Row. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIAL 
HISTORY. 
een EE 
v. 


As we shall notice in this article the 
collapse of one of the South African Re- 
publics and the slow but steady progress 
of another, it will be interesting to note 
what one of the most able, though un- 
doubtedly also one of the most unfortunate, 
Governors of the Cape, the late Sir Bartle 
Frere, wrote to the Times in 1884 describ- 
ing the difference between the Dutch 
and English systems of Government. 
“The Dutch system is seen at its best 
not in the rough border life of the States of 
South Africa, but in Java and other Dutch 
Colonies. _I¢ is founded on views like those 
prevalent in England in Queen Anne’s time, 
or in the Southern States of America before 
the Civil War. It regards the native races 
as helots or serfs, to be humanely treated, 
but not by nature capable of being placed 
on any sort of practical equality with 
the white races. It consequently does 
little to educate or raise the natives from 
their existing condition of barbarism. 
The English system recognised the 
essential legal equality of all races before 
tho law, and their indefinite capacities for 
improvement, moral, social, and political, for 
which it is the duty of the State to find free 
scope.” Of the two South African republies, 
the Orange Free State has always been the 
most quiet and peaceful with fairly uniform 
progress, and has always been solvent, and 
able to raise loans on the security of the 
State when wanted. Six years after the 
geining of their independence, viz., in 1858, 
they desired to be confederated with the 
Cape Colony. But the British European 
authorities had been so sickened with the 
continual land disputes and petty wars, and 
the impracticability of the Boer population, 
that they peremptorily refused permission to 
the Cape Governor, whose heart was very 
much set on a confederation scheme, ‘to 
resume British authority over the Orange 
Free State in any shape.” ‘This was un- 
doubtedly in the light of subsequent events 
mistake, as had this taken. place it would 
have undoubtedly paved the way for the 
future general confederation of the Cape, 
Natal, and the Transvaal. 

‘The Boers of the Orange Free State have 
always shown a far more tolerant spirit 
than their brethren of the Transvaal, pos- 
sibly owing to this rebuff, which anyway 
showed the minority against the confedera- 
tion scheme that they had nothing to fear 
from British aggression in the future; 
and possibly owing to their great and en- 
lightened perennial president Sir John 

fenry Brandt, who though of Dutch extrac- 
tion, received in his youth a legal education 
in England, and who is an authority on 
Roman and Dutch as well as English law. 
In their capital of Bloomfontein an Eng- 
Tish mission has been encouraged and has 
flourished execedingly. English education 
is not only allowed but encouraged, and a 
Scotchman was for many years at the head 
of the Educational Department. Scotch 
Presbyterian ministers have also very little 
trouble in obtaining access to the pulpits 
of the Dutch Reformed Church. ‘The one 
great complaint of greed and rapacity 
against the British, since their acquired 
and enforeed independence, was caused by 
the discovery of the Diamond Fields in 
1890 in a barren bit of country in nominal 

ion of 8 half-caste chief named 

Waterboer, but which the Free State 
claimed as theirs as their magistrates had 
been exercising a sort of half-recognised 
jurisdiction over the tract of land in 
qrestion, for about tifteen years, This 
chief Waterboer, however, pliced himself 
under British ‘protection, aud after an 
extremely irritating dispute, a compromise 
was agreed to by the Free State, by 
which the British paid £90,000 in’ full 
settlement of all claims, and a loan of 






































£15,000 for ‘railway construction. The 
Free State has benefited largely by the 
presence of an enormous mining popula- 
tion on their bordér, without in any way 
being responsible for the expenses of their 
government. In marked contmst to the 
peaceful progress of the Orange Free State, 
is the record of their brethren in the Trans- 
vaal One main reason may be that the 
native tribes bordering on the Vaal fron- 
tier are much more numerous and warlike 
than those on the River, and partly 
decause the Transvaal has always been the 
happy hunting-ground and refuge of 
swarms of restless spirits of all nationalities 
who would brook no taxation and disliked 
any form of Government, simply because 
it was a Government. There have also 
been contiual factions and disputes amongst 
the so-called governing class themselves. 
So much so that at one time they were 
split up “into three separate republics. 
‘The Transvaal Boers on their well-known 
plan of trekking further north or east, 
whenever they came in touch with British 
authority, had designs at one time to seize 
Delagoa Bay, but this was frustrated by its 
being claimed by Britain, who, however, 
had to renounce her claims in favour of 
Portugal under the arbitration of tho 
President of the French Republic, Marshal 
MacMahon. It is interesting 'to note 
‘at this present moment that a special 
‘clause in this arbitration agreement was, 
that Portugal» undertook to let Great 
Britain have the refusal of the Bay 
should she ever decide to part with it, 
After the Portuguese claims had been re- 
cognised by the MacMahon arbitration, 
the Boers endeavoured to open up com: 
munications with the authorities there, 
so as to develop a new trade route, 
by constructing a railway to that port, 
They failed, however, partly on account of 
the credit of the Vaal republic not bein; 

considered worth the £300,000 required, 
either in Sonth Africa itself or amongst 
their “Hollander” brethren in Europe 
(only £90,000 was raised), and partly on 
account of the attitude of the Portguese 
ofiicials, who were of the same breed as 
those on the Congo, so pithily described 
and summed up by the explorer Stanley, 
“asa race of men who for four hundred 
years have sat at the receipt of customs, 
levied taxes upon the industries of other 
nations, and imported red wine for the 
consumption ‘of their Governors.” The 
troubles of the Transvaal Republic began to 
come to an acute head atout 1872, 
clergyman of the Dutch Reformed Church 
(Burgers) had been induced to accept the 
residency, siinply because there was abso- 
jutely no one else fit to take the helm. 
It was this President Burgers whoattempted 
to raise the above mentioned loan; but on 
its failure, he turned his attention to less 
ambitious’ but equally: important internal 
matters, He certainly had an exceedingly 
difficult position to fill. ~The treasury was 
empty and the taxes extremely dificult to 
collect, even ina yreatly depreciated paper 
carrency. There was alsulutely no education 
in the State at all. No superintendence of 
roads, and the land boundaries generally 
out of place, an instance of dangerous 
carelessness in a black man’s country, 
where land disputes lead to war. He en- 
deavoured to remedy all these defects, but 
the only real success he can claim’ was 
designing a new national flag, for a people 
on the brink of losing their nationality. 
All these reforms had, however, to be 
abandoned on the outbreak of a big 
native war, led up to by the old cause 
of Boers claiming native land and the 
natives resisting its seisure. This particular 
claim was to a tract of country which the 
Boers said had been granted to them by a 
former Zulu King, “for the payment of 
100 cows.” As, however, the occupier had 
a war-loving son with a large following at 
his back, he disputed this claim, and the 

















son, not only successfully re- 
sisted the Boers’ seizure, but carried the 


war into the Vaal, where he destroyed over 
£30,000 worth of cattle and property. 
What a serious loss this was can best be 
estimated when it is taken into considera- 
tion that the whole of the State revenue 
was only £69,000 per annum, and that 
collected with the rentest difficulty. 
In return for this defeat and loss the 
Boers made one desperate but futile attack 
‘on Secocceni’s chief stronghold, and after 
their complete failure to dislodge him, ‘re- 
turned to their homes, and absolutely re- 
fused to turn out on “ commando” against 
him again. 

‘The financial condition of the country from 
the effects of this war, was now desperate, 
and on the farmers refusing to pay a tax of 
£10 assessed on each farm, the branches 
of the Cape Banks stopped discounting, 
and no drafts were obtainable on any place. 
To make matters worse for the unfortunate 
President Burgers, ships now began arriv- 
ing at Delagoa Bay with the railway 
plant, purchased with the £90,000 already 
referred to, and there was absolutely no 
coin, not even paper money, available to 

ay the freight. The last straw to the 
Yond of this unfortunate man's troubles and 
one that must have brought practical 
ilJustration of what Shakespeare meant 
when he wrote “uneasy lies the head that 
wears a crown” was, when the present. Mr, 
Paul Kriiger declared in public that “the 
President had confessed to him that he 
had gone to war without the blessing 
of Heaven, hence the failure, but that 
since then he had sought the Lord.” Con- 
sidering that the President wasan ordained 
Minister and that “‘Oom Paul” was not, 
and was comparatively a very young 
man, this must have been a nasty jar. 
The most deadly effect of the unsuccess- 
ful war with Secocceni to the Transvaal 
was, however, that it raised in the 
mind of the far more powerful chief- 
tain Cetewayo, with whom a similar 
dispute about land was going on, vory 
dangerous designs and ambitions, ‘Not 
only would he do nothing at all about the 
disputed land, but it was known that he 
was gathering stores of mealies for, his 
varriors and making general preparations 
for a wholesale descent on the Vaal. This 
greatly alarmed the British authorities for 
the safety of the English colonies, especi- 
ally Natal, as it was well known to 
them that Getewayo had a standing army 
of 40,000 most rigidly disciplined young 
men, besides reserves of older men of 
nearly double that number. So strict was 
the military rule of this Zulu King that no 
man was allowed to marry under 30 years 
of age, unless he had first dipped his spear 
in blood. An urgent despatch was sent to 
the Boer President which stated that 
“Her Majesty's Government had no desire 
to interfere with their absolute indepen- 
dence and freedom of action within their 
boundaries, but they cannot consent to 
view with indifference the engagement of 
the Republic in foreign military operations, 
the object or necessity of which has not 
been made apparent, ‘and for the danger of 
which, should they fail, the Transvaal 
Government must necessarily be held re- 
sponsible. ‘The freedom and independence 
conceded by Her Majesty must necessarily 
be limited by considerations affecting the 
welfare and possibly even the existence 
of these British communities.” The only 
reply to this was @ somewhat Alppant ex: 
pression of the President's personal opinio1 
as to how native successes in the Transvaal 
could possibly affect the colonial govern- 
ments. The Boers and their President 
were, however, in an exceedingly tight 
corner and it would have Sean in- 
finitely better for all concerned if the 
British had left them alone until there 
was no doubt at all in the minds 
of both majority and minority as to 
which they would prefer—an enormous 
native war, begun on an empty treasury, 
with the prospect of annihilation in case of 











defeat, or to approach the British in a 
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compaet body as to confederation and pro- 
fection. Though the President was very 
strongly opposed to annexation, when the 
English Colonial Secretary in 1877 brought 
in a Bill called the ‘Permissive Bill” 
‘which allowed of a plan of confederation 
to be worked out by the South African 
States and: Colonies, on a basis giving 
complete internal control to each section, 
President Burgers seized on this as a 
drowning man grasps at a straw, and 
delivered a speech to the Volksraad in 
which he stated that to accept confedera- 
tion under the British flag was the only 
way out of their difficulties, and submitted 
a scheme of his own, based on the clauses 
of the Permissive Bill, which in his opinion 
was the only way to save the Transvaal, and 
strongly urged them to allow him to state 
to the British Commissioner that such 
was their desire. This they absolutely 
refused to do, and hence arose another 
deadlock, iu more or less the same way, 
but ina magnified manner, as had arisen 
with the Orange Free State, before the battle 
of Boomplaats, when a younger generation 
of Boers had shown themselves to be 
exactly the same stubborn and impracticable 
set of men. 

‘The Transvaalers in rather more than 
twenty years had shown conspicuous 
failure in their steamy at independent 

jovernment. They had brought their State 
{nto actual bankruptoy, they would neither 
fight against Secoconi, nor would they 
pay their taxes, and they refused to follow 
the advice of their own elected leader, 
although their very existence was threaten- 
ed. As a matter of fact, when we come 
to consider that the Cape Dutch patois: 
does not consist of more than 500 words, 
and that no education was provided by 
the State, it is more than probable that 
most of the members of the Volksraad did 
‘not understand what the difference between 
confederation and annexation meant. 

way they reftised the lesser of the two 
evils and thereby forced the British author- 
ities for their own safety to hoist their 
flag at Pretoria, This was done in April, 
1877, by Sir T. Shepstone, and it is a 
remarkable fact, that no armed resistance 
was either made or attempted and almost 
immediately Shepstone crossed over the 
border a memorial, signed by a large 
number of monied and influential Boers, 
was presented to him which ran as follows: 
wf our present Government we have 
no confidence. With danger surrounding us 
and with disunion and anarchy threatening 
us, we pray you to take prompt measures 
to unite us to the colouies of South Africa.” 
President Burgers on being officially in- 
formed of the annexation entered a formal 
protest :—‘* Whereas, I have not the power 
Pp draw the sword with a good result for 
the defence of the independence of the 
State, against a Power so strong as England, 
‘and besides that having an eye to the well- 
being of entire South Africa, being un- 
willing to bring the inhabitants of the 
country into ruinous hostilities by any 
act of mine, without having tried to 
ensure the rights of the people in a 
peaceful way, I, therefore in the name of 
fhe Government and the people of the 
South African Republic, do hereby enter 
my solenm protest against the aforesaid 
annexation.” He then accepted a 
pension and retired into private life. ‘Phen 
‘as a ditect result of the Boer misrule, and 
to protect this impracticable race of men, 
came the storming of Secoconi’s “kop” 
by British troops, under Sir Garnet Wolse- 
ley, where the mountain streams ran blood, 
and many a British wife and mother still 
grieves for her dead, later at the ‘terrible an- 
nihilation of Isandlwana when the agonised. 
* wail of sorrow on the Welsh border was 
heard throughout the Empire, and finally at 
Ulundi, where Lord Chelmsford broke up 


Cetewayo’s strength and mowed down| ing. 


thousands of the most magnificent savages 
in the world. 


AN EVENING WITH BURNS. 


At the last meeting of the Shanghai 
Literary and Debating Society, Mr. G. M. 
H. Playfair, H.B.M.’s Consul at Ningpo, 
read a paper on “ Robert Burns ” before a 
large audience. It was so much enjoyed 
that it will doubtless be welcomed by a 
still wider circle, and therefore we purpose 
printing it in full. 

Mr. Playfair said—Some one, himself of 
the brotherhood, once explained with more 
wit than accuracy, that the Republic of 
Letters was so called because it was im- 
possible to finda sovereign among the mem- 

ers. If one may judge by the stories one 
hears of authors’ profits, this is not quite 
true ; but there is another and a better 
reason why the fraternity of literary men 
should be designated a Republic, and that 
is because nothing but public election and 
popular acclaim will raise the most ambi- 
tious to the rank of leader. Nothing, 
absolutely nothing, else will do it. Riches 
are useless, rank is vain, influence is 
impotent; even genius will not do it if 
that genius has not been revealed and come 
home to the people in general, who alone 
are the “fountain of honour.” In this 
connection the subject of my lecture 
remarks in one of his most celebrated 
Iyries : 

“The prince can make a belted knight, 
A marquis, duke, and a’ that ; 
But an honest man’s above his might, 
Guid faith, he maunna fa’ that.” 

‘And so it is of a national poet ; Kings are 

wwerless to invest them. ‘The Queen, as 
we have lately seen, can make a Poet 
Laureate; she can grant him a yearly haunch 
of venison, an annual kilderkin of sack or 
‘an allowance of £70 as an equivalent, but 
she cannot make Alfred Austin England’s 
darling. Immortality is beyond her. Few 
recipients of immortality from posterity 
have begun lower in the social scale or under 
less auspicious circumstances than Robert 
Burns, who occupies the highest pinnacle 
among the bards of Scotland. I may as 
well state frankly at the outset that I do 
not claim for him an equality with the 
highest among the poets of the uuiverse, 
Scotland has not produced a poet of the 
very first rank, but then few countries have. 
England, Greece, Italy, France, Germany, 
‘you can number them off on the fingers of 
one hand, and it may bo pointed out that 
the poems which the world has pronounced 
preéminent have all been either dramatic 
orepic. Burns thought of the dramatic but 
never attempted it; he never even thought 
of the epic. - He confined himself exclusive- 
ly to the lyric and the descriptive, and on 
these founded a fame which was great in 
his own day and which has only increased 
during the hundred years which have 
since elapsed. One of his biographers, 
in estimating his powers, was guilty 
of fo exaggeration and has left us a 
true criticism which iy worth repeating : 
“As a poet Burns is not, of course, to be 
ranked with any of the higher denomina- 
tions. He competes not with the Homers 
or the Miltons, scarcely even with the 
Drydens or Popes. But he stands in a 
very noble rank by himself as one who 
treated with unapproached felicity all the 
sensuous familiar things which lay around 
him in the world. It may be said, that he 
is happy in the treating of these things in 
a great measure by reason of his singular 
command of language. Whatever idea was 
within him, there was a channel of expres- 
sion for it, by which it came out in full 
and true lineaments, and without a single 
sacrifice to rant, or trick, or the exigencies 
of verse. ‘The possession of this language 
power, Horatian as it was, would have 
never of itself made a great poet; but it 
and the fruitful mind together, conferred 
an advantage which there was no resist- 
ing. When we seck to ascertain what 
itis in the thoughts and feelings of 
Burns which plesses us so much, we 




















find. that it mainly is their unaffected 


simplicity and naiveté. He was the true 
man before he was the true poet.” 
One point in this estimate I feel inclined 
to demur to. ‘That is the tentative placing 
of Burns below Pope. To be quite dis- 
passionate, it might be merely argued 
that the tio writers were not at all on the 
same plane and cannot therefore be fairly 
compared. I would personally venture to 
goa step further and maintain that while 
Burns was a poet, Pope was merely a 
writer of verse. Pope was a philosopher 
and expressed his philosophy with great 
beauty and propriety of language ; so much 
so that next to Shakespeare, who towers tuo 
loftily to be brought into the comparison, 
he is perhaps the best quoted author we 
; But you can search in vain for 
feeling in Pope, while Burns was all quiver- 
ing with it from the first line he wrote 
to the last; and as far as my judg- 
ment is worth mentioning, a poet Vith- 
out feeling is a contradiction in terms. 
Comparisons are rightfully deprecated 
as odious, but at times they are use- 
ful as affording a standard, It is well 
nigh senseless to compare Burns. with 
Pope, because, as I have said, the two 
writers occupy different planes. ’ It would 
de as appropriate to draw a parallel between 
Wordsworth and Moliére. But if we take 
the Irish lyrist, Thomas Moore, we may 
properly draw comparisons between him 
and Burns, and there can be little doubt 
that these will be greatly to the advantage 
of the Scot. In either case the poets set 
their national melodies to verse more or 
Jess immortal, but while Burns has set 
many hearers tingling with the personal 
passion of his lyrics, Moore excites little 
nore than acold admiration for the beauty 
of his language and the skill with which 
he has wedded his lines to his melodies. 
It can scarcely be imagined from perusal 
of the Irish Melodies, beautiful, dolicate, 
refined as they are, that the more elegant 
Irishman had the’ same intense love and 
enthusiasm for his native airs that the half- 
educated pote of Ayrshire had for the 
Scottish Muse. In mere quantity of pro- 
duction there may not be much to choose be- 
tween them, butin quality if loyal love and 
devotion count for anything—and with us 
Scots where our country is concerned they 
count for much—Burns must come out far 
ahead. But even apart from his own 
numerous and unrivalled additions to the 
songs of Scotland, we have only to read his 
correspondence with Johnson, editor of the 
Scots’ Musical Museum, andGeorge Thomson 
who produced a later collection of Scottish 
Melodies. A large number of the letters 
posing between Burns and ‘Thomson have 
fortunately been preserved and published, 
and from them we aro enabled to judge 
how deep-set was the affection which the 
poet owned for the songs of his country. In 
his letter replying to Thomson's application 
for his céoperation, he writes : “I have just 
this moment got your letter. As the re- 
quest you make to me will positively add 
to my enjoyments in complying with it, I 
shall enter into your undertaking with all 
‘the small portion of abilities I have, strained 
to their utmost exertion by the impulse 
of enthusiasm. Only don’t hurry me. 
*Deil take the hindmost’ is by no means 
the cri de guerre of my muse. Will you, 
as I am inferior to none of you in 
enthusiastic attachment to the poctry and 
music of old Caledonia, and, since you 
request it, have cheerfully promised 
my mite of assistance—will you let me 
have a list of your airs, with the first 
line of the printed verses you intend 
for them, that I may have an oppor- 
tunity of suggesting any alteration that 
may coos bal at ane know 'tis in the 
way of my trade; still, leaving you, gentle- 
men, the undoubted right of Sublishors to 
approve or reject, at your pleasure, for 
your own publication. 4) if you are 
for English verses, there is, on my part, an 








end of the matter. Whether in the simpli- 
city of the ballad, or the pathos of the song, 
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Tean only hope to please myself in being 
hlowad a leat epnking of our mae 
.., Asto any remuneration, 
eae hin fay songs exther above or below 
Prive ; for they shall absolutely be one or 
The other. In the honest enthusiasm with 
which I embark in your undertaking, to 
talk of money, wages, fee, hire, ete., would 





i stitution of soul.” 
eso otther further remarks on the 
subject of this disinclination to be. paid 


“<The strong, almost fierce determination of 
Burns to accept no lary recompense 
from Mr. Thomson, has excited much sur- 
rise. It has been remarked by Mr. Lock- 
fart as the more wonderful, in as far as the 
‘poet felt no scruple in accepting hundreds 
‘of pounds from Mr. Creech as the profits 
‘of his volumes of poems. ‘The biographer 
might have added that Burns even con- 
descended to undertake journeys for the 
jurpose of collecting the moneys received 
By friends in particular districts for the 
subscribers’ copies of his poems. ‘The fact 
is, our bard deemed an author fully entitled 
to any reward which might arise from his 
works published in the ordinary manner. 
He himself says in a letter to Mr. Carfrae, 
dated 1789: ‘The profits of the labours 
of a man of genius are, — 
honourable as any profits whatever?” 
‘And on this principle he acted as far 
as ordinary modes of publishing were con- 
cerned. ‘Yet he appears to have had 
nt the same time time an insuperable aver- 
sion to deliberately writing for money. 
And this he applied in the cases of Messrs. 
Johnson and Thomson. He had, besides, 
4 peculiar feeling about these men, regard- 
ing them as amateurs of Scottish music and 
song, like himself, who were taking trouble 
and undergoing risk for the honour and 
glory of a cause interesting to all true-heart- 
‘ed Scotsmen. In such a business, he must 
ct for love, if he was toactatall. . . . 
Such delicacy would not now be felt by 
many English poets; but, whatever may 
be thought of their principles of action, we 
oust at least admit that the Scottish Bard 
was animated by a sentiment highly honour- 
able to him, and in entire keeping with the 
general strain of his character. An even 
more characteristic trait is recorded in a 
rsemoir of Burns published in the Scuts’ 
Magazine for January, 1797. A friend, 
knowing his family to be in great want, 
urged the propriety, and even necessity, of 
publishing a few poems, assuring him 
of their success, and showing the ad- 
vantage tht would accrue to his family 
from it. His answer was: “No; if a 
friend desires me, and if I'm in the 
mood for it, I'll write a poem, but I'll 
‘be d—— if ever I write for money.” This 
is all the more noteworthy, because our 
poet, though he netted some £500 from 
the sale of his published poems, was from 
birth to death a man ; even at his 
richest, when he held the farm of Ellisland 
and combined with his farming the emolu- 
ments of exciseman, he does not appear to 
have enjoyed in any one year an income of 
over £90 ; this, remember, with a wife and 
family, not a small family either, to support. 
Thave dilated at some length on this trait of 
Burns’ character to impress on your minds 
the disinterested quality of the man’s passion 
for his Muse. It was the ruling passion of 
his life ; it made him what he was when 
alive; it has mainly contributed to exalt 
his fame since his death ; it differentiates 
him more than anything’ else from other 
a endowed with similar qualities. From 
earliest years, from the time when at 
the age of 3 ho’ strang together his fist 
verses—and pret x doggerel 
were, a he admits hinmself—to the day of 
is death, his one overmastering ambition 
was to be the mouthpiece of his country's 
poetry. He tells us of this feeling hii 
in a song addressed to Mrs. Scott of 
Wauchhope House, and I cannot better his 
own words 
+] inind it.weel in early date 
_ When I was beardless, young and blate 


= 




















himself | life he did and have been guilty of so many 


Anti first could thresh the barn } 
Or hand a yokin’ at the pleugh ; 
An’ tho’ forfoughten sair eneugh, 

‘Yet unco pr a 
When first amang the yellow corn 

‘A man I reckon’d was, 
And wi’ the lave ilk m 

Could rank my rig and 





y morn, 


«Bren then, a wish, I mind its pow’r, 
A wish that to my latest hour 
Shall strongly heave my breast— 
That I for poor auld Scotland’s sake 
‘Some usefu’ plan or benk could make, 
‘Or sing a sang at least. 
‘The rough burr-thistle, spreading wide 
Among the bearded bear, 
I turn'd the weeder-clips aside 
And spared the symbol dear : 
‘No nation, no station 
My envy e’er could raise 
A Scot still buit blot still 
I knew nae higher praise.” 
If the man who attains his ambition is 
a happ man, Burns was happy, he had 
his will, No ‘Scot that ever wrote sang a 
song for Scotland as he did, and he will 
go down to all posterity as her very sweetest, 
singer. Another peculiarity attaching to 
‘Burns and marking him out from almost 
every other poet of @ similar rank, is the 
intimate association between his life and 
his works. It is true that it is only 
just a century since he died and therefore. 
it is Jess remarkable that this course of life 
should be as thoroughly known as it is, but 
at the same this can be said of him which 
‘can scarcely be predicated of any other bard, 
that almost every line he wrote marks 
‘& personal experience and that scarcely 
anything is to be attributed to mere 
creative imagination. Were all outside 
remembrance of the poet's life to pass 
‘away into forgetfulness, it would still 
be possible, I believe, to reconstruct his 
biography almost in its entirety from the 
[ed and letters he has left behind. 
jough humble in his origin, he cannot 
be said to have begun absolutely at the 
lndder’s foot. He belonged to the yeoman 
class, not to that of the artisan. William 
Burns, his father, was a farmer but un- 
fortunately not a successful one. Much 
of the pandehip of the poet's earlier days is 
due in fact to the straightened circumstances 
in which his parents lived. But had his 
parents been other than they were or had 
their circumstances been different, it is like- 
ly that the poct would not have ‘been the 
man he was. From his father, good honest, 
simple, God-fearing peasant, whose struggle 
for existence was so hard that he was only 
saved from bankruptey by death, Burns 
derived that unaffected piety, so usual 
among the Scotch, which never failed him 
to his dying day. ‘To his religion he adheres, 
faithfully thoughout ; he never denies it 
but adverts to the topic, one of his favourite 
quotations being on that subject : 


“Tis this, my friend, that streaks our 
morning bright, 

“Tis this that gilds the horrors of our night; 

‘When wealth forsakes us and when friends 





less skies.” 


“T met these verses very early in life," he 
says, ‘‘and wasso delighted with them, that 
Ihave them by me, copied at school.” 
That a man ‘with’ so much religion 
in his soul should have led the irregular 


‘excesses, is a biological problem which it is 
difficult ‘to solve. Not of him could Sir 





Morris have written as he did of 
Tennyson, when he called thé 
“the Galahad of song.” No Galahad was 






Burns either in: his 
Lancelot rather. It is not a subject’ to 
which I intend to advert at any length 
but I may say that Burns was. himself 
acutely conscious of his shortcomings and 
that he was bitterly remorseful, which is 
in itself a reparation. In his address to 





BI 
is 


‘Still shearing and clearing the ‘“Unco’ Guid” he deprecates too 
‘The tither stookéd raw. severe a judgment on human frailties, no 
W? claivers, an’ haivers, doubt including his own: the verses 
Wearing the day awa’. are well-known and some of the lines have 


passed into proverb ; 

“Then gently scan your brother man, 

ay Stil gentler estat woman, 
0? they may gang a kennin wrang ; 
‘To step aside is human : : 

One point must still be greatly dark, 
‘The moving why they do it: 

And just as lamely can’ ye marke 
How far, perhaps, they rue it. 

Who made the heart, ’tis He alone 
Decidedly can try us; 

‘He knows each chord, its various tone, 
Each spring, its various bias. 

Then at the balance let’s be mute, 

yltgunerer cam aust it 
Vhat’s done we partly may compute, 
‘But know not what's resisted. 


The world, not only of his contem- 
{sage but his admirers of later times, 
as always. shown a readiness’ to judge 
|eniently of the deviations of this “most 
erratic of geniuses, but. be it said to the 
honour of Burns; he never himself tried 
to palliate his excesses nor to plead his 
own extraordinary gifts as excuses. On the 
contrary, whenever he referred to his way- 
wand life it was invariably with: the deepest 
remorse: for his acknowledged frailties. and 
compunetion forhis imegularties, “Honest 
was Burns, honest and outspoken, hiding 
nothing, palliating nothing. . Video meliora 
probogie} deteriora sequor, admitted again 
and again with a groan; he exclaimed 
bitterly with the apostle: “The thing I 
would not, that I do.” Now this innate 
rectittide. and honesty he inherited from 
his father; while from his mother he 
acquired that, engrossing Jove for Soot- 
tish song which was at least as charac- 
teristic of him as his wandering. from 
the straight path. Mrs. William Burns, 
or rather Burnes, for so his father 
spelled ithe family name, had a wonderful 
store of the national melodies in her mem- 
ory and was fond of singing the old songs 
in her home. It is to her that Robert 
Burns owed his bent of mind which has 
made him famous to all time ; for it may 
fairly be maintained that had he never 
written a line that was not a Scottish lyric, 
his renown would be as great as it now is. 
But to both parents his debt is after ali 
wellnigh equal, for it was his father’s habit 
of conducting daily family worship which 
inspired what is porhaps the most stziking 
jiece Burns ever wrote, the “Cotter's 
Saturday Night,” « poem ‘written early in 
his life, the first indeed which marked him 
out as a genius; the poem of all others 
which gave him’ the first real impetas,.on 
the road to fame. It_earned him too the 
lifelong friendship of an excellent woman, 
Mrs. Dunlop of Dunlop. Other friendships 
waxed and waned, other affections glowed 
oven brighter and warmer, but none. re- 


are few, 
When friends are faithless or when foes unined more constant and tnchanging. | It 

pursue; | was to the “Cotter's Saturday Night” that 
Tis this that wards the blow, or stills the | he owed her acquaintance and it came 
smarty i about thus. His brother Gilbert tells the 
Disarms affiction or repels its dart: | story: “Of all the friendships which 
Within the breast bids purest rapture rise, | Robert acquired in Ayrehire and "elae- 
Bids smiling conscience spread her cloud-' where none seemed more agreeable to 


him than that of Mrs. Dunlop of Dunlop, 
nor any which has been more uniform: 
ly and constantly exerted in behalf of 
him and his family, of which were it 
proper, Leould give mnany instances. | Ro- 
bert. was on the point of setting out for 
Edinburgh before Mrs. Dunlop had. heard 
of him. About, the time of my brother's 
publishing in Kilmarnock, she had. been 
aificted with » long and. seve 

which had reduced her mind to 
distressing stafe of depression. 








10st 
In this 
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situation, a copy of the printed poems was 
laid on her table by a friend, and happening 
to open on “The Cotter’s Saturday Night! 
she read it over with the greatest pleasure 
and surprise ; the poet's description of the 
simple cottagers operating on her mind like 
the charm of a powerful exorcist, expelling 
the demon ennui, and restoring her to her 
wonted inward harmony and satisfaction, 
‘Mrs. Dunlop sent off a person express to 
Mossgiel, distant fifteen or sixteen miles, 
Vith a very obliging letter to my brother, 
desiring him to send her half a dozen copies 
of his poems, if he had them to spare, and 
begging he would do her the pleasure of 
jing at Dunlop House as soon as con- 
venient. ‘This was the beginning of a 
correspondence which ended only with the 
poet's life.” It may easily be imagined 
what a healthy effect such an expres- 
sion of genuine approbation had on the 
et at the very. outset of his career. 
it must have given a salutary spur to 
his ambition, and it is perhaps little 
suspected to what an extent Mrs. 
‘Dunlop's seasonably administered stimulus 
is responsible for the harvest Scotland 
ultimately gathered in, For it was in the 
poet's nature, asin the nature of many who 
can claim far less yenius than he, to have 
his powers fostered and increased by the 
judicious appreciation, not be it understood 
the flattery, of those around him. It is 
impossible in treating of Burns to refrain 
from giving « specimen at least of this 
masterpiece of his and I propose accord- 
ingly to recite to you some of the verses: 


But hark ! a rap comes gently to the door 5 
Jenny, wha kens the meaning o the sanie, 
‘Tells how a neebor lad cam’ o'er the moor, 
"To do some errands, and convoy: her hame. 
‘Tho wily mother see the conscious Same 
Spark in Jenny's ¢'e, and fush her cheek, 
With heartstruck anxious care, enquires his 
name, 
While Jenny hafilins is afraid to speak 5 
Weel pleased the mother hears it’s nae wild, 
‘worthless rake, 


Wi? kindly welcome, Jenn: 
A strappin’ youth the tak’ 
Blithe Jenny sees the visit’s no ill-ta’en ; 
‘The father cracks o’ horses, pleughs, and 








kye. 
‘The youngster’s artless heart o'erflows w: 


joy, 
But blate and laithfe’, scarce can weel 
behave 
‘The mother, 
What mal 





? a woman's wiles can spy’ 
the youth sae bashfw’ and 


sae gra 
‘Weel pleasod to think her bairns respectit 
ike the lave. 


‘Tho cheerfu’ supper done, wi’ serious face, 
‘They round tho ingle form a circle wide 

‘Tig sito turns o'er, with patriarchal grace, 
‘The big ho’ bible, ance his father's pride ; 











His bonnet rev'rently is laid aside, 
His lyart haffets wearing thin and bare ; 
‘Those strains that once did sweet in Zion 


glide, 
He wales 2 portion with judicious cave ; 
And “Let us worship God!” he says with 
solemn air. 


They chant their artless notes in simple 
ghuise + 
‘They’ tune their hearts, by far the noblest 
aim : 
Perhaps Dundee’s wild-warbling measures 
rise, 

Or plaintive Martyrs, worthy of the name, 
Or noble Elgin beets the heavenward flame, 
‘The sweetest far of Scotia’s holy lays : 
Compared wi’ these, Italia’s trills are tame ; 
‘The tickled ear no heartfelt raptures rai 
Nae unison ha’e they wi’ our Creator's praise. 






From scenes like these old Scotia’s grandeur 
springs, 
‘That makes her loved at home, revered 
abroad : 
Prinees and lords are but the breath of kings, 
ir fas honest maa’s the noblest work of God.” 
‘And certos, in fair virtue’s heavenly road, 
tage leaves the palace far behir 








‘The cot 5 
What jas lordling’s pomp?—a cumbrous 
ad, 





Disguising oft the wretch of humsn kind, 
Studied in atts of hel in wickedness refined! 
Oh Scotia ! my dear, my native soil ! 

For whom my warmest wish to Heaven is 

sent! 
Long may thy hardy sons of rustic toil 

Be bless’d with health and peace and sweet 

content ! 
And, Oh! may Heaven their simple lives 
prevent, 

From luxury’s contagion, weak and vile ! 
‘Then, howe’er crowns and coronets be rent, 

A virtuous may rise the while, 
And stand a wall of fire around their much- 

Ioved isle, 

The description embodied in this poem 
was taken straight from his own house. 
It is his father he here describes at the 
family altar ; it is father's favourite psalm- 
tunes, Dundee, Martyrs, Elgin, the only 
three he was in the habit of using, which 
are referred to in the fourth stanza quoted. 
“Often,” says Gilbert Burns, ‘my brother 
Robert has remarked that there is some- 
thing peculiarly venerable in the phrase: 
‘Now let us worship God,’ uttered by 
the head of a household; and it was 
‘on the emotions stirred in him by this 
particular phrase that he built the whole 

m.” “Princes and lords are but the 

reath of kings” together with the follow- 
ing line, quoted, by the way, from Pope, 
«An honest man’s the noblest work of 
God” is a sentiment afterwards amplified 
in the famous lyric “A man's a man for 
a’ that.” Sprung from the tillers of the 
soil, Burns was loyal to his class and was a 
decided Radical in sentiment and taste. 
He gave vent to his projudice against kings 
and governments on several occasions and 
being driven. by necessity to accept Gov- 
ernment employ as an exciseman later in 
life, did himself considerable harm by his 





outspokenness. He had, however, # large | lis 


fund of common sense and though his views 
were decided as regards plebs versus patri- 
cian, he consistently recognised the truth 
of the maxim that a country always has 
the constitution she deserves to have, 
and consequently he supported the British 
constitution as being best adapted to our own 
wants. He wrote verses, however, which 
came perilously near being a lampoon on the 
King and Court, and he openly expressed 
sympathy with the French Revolutionists. 
His sympathy with the latter took an odd 
form. On the 27th of February, 1792 sus- 
picious looking brig was discovered in the 
Rolway Firth; she was suspected of being 
one of the vessels engaged in the contraband 
trade from the Isle of Man, which had so 
increased that the whole of the Revenue 
officers from Gretna to Dumfries were 
placed under the orders of a superinten- 
dent residing in Annan specially to cope 
with it. Burns was one of the part) 
conducted by the superintendent to wate 
the movements of this particular craft, and 
finally with the help of a party of dragoons 
from Dumfries, she was boarded and cap 
tured. ‘The vessel was condemned and with 
all her arms and stores sold next day at 
‘Dumfries, upon which occasion Burns, 
‘whose conduct had been highly commended 
thought fit to purchase for £3 four cor- 
ronades as a trophy. ‘These four guns the 
poet sont as a present to the French Con- 
vention with a letter testifying his admira- 
tion and respect; but the gift and letter 
were intercepted by the Customs at Dover 
and never reached the hands for whom 
they were intended. It was on the occa- 
sion of the eapture of this brig by the way 
Hint Burns wrote the well known ditty 
“The de'il's awa’ wi’ the exciseman,” of 
which the first verse runs : 
“The de’il cam fiddling through the town, 
And danced awa’ wi’ the Exciseman, 
And ilka wife cries: Auld Mahoun, 
I wish you luck o” the prize, man! 
‘The de'il’s awa’, the de’il’s awa’, 
‘The de’il’s awa’ wi’ the Exciseman ; 
He's danced ava’, he’s danced awa’, 
‘He's danced awa? with the Exciseman,” 
‘Thus Burns, we see was not so taken up 
either with his vocations as fumer or ex- 


ciseman, nor yet with his’ avocations ay 
t, writer of letters and lant, as to 
ave no time to spare for politics whether 
parochical or imperiel. He took much inter- 
est in local elections and has left many 
verses written in praise or dispraise of ono 
side or the other, but for the most part 
satirical. He had a caustic pen and a fine 
wit; he did not mince his terms nor 
make any entraordinary effort to avoid 
offence; the consequence was that he 
gave it in no small degree, and admira- 
tion for the genius he possesed was not 
always able to absolve him from the conse- 
quences. He had so much of the Irishman's 
nature in him that he was always ready to 
take a hand ina quarrel ; the side did not 
matter much ; the fight was what he liked. 
He was an awkward antagonist, as those 
opposed to him found out. His sarcasm 
was like the Russian knout ; wherever it 
fell it carried away the flesh. Tt was not 
only in the arena of politics and the 
disputes of faction that he took his stand. 
It was in his time that the great disruption 
in the Seottish Church, took. place; when 
tho New Licht arose and seceded from those 
Auld Lichts with whose idylls and 
peculiarities J. M. Barrie has of late made 
us familiar. ‘Thrums, indeed, which is 
the centre of Barrie’s ‘Auld Licht country, 
is not in the Ayr neighbourhood but in 
Forfarshire ; still Burns found himself in 
the thick of it. Dr. Currie, Burns’ bio- 
grapher, tells us that William Burnes, 
the poet's father, had composed a little 
manual of religious belief for the use of his 
children, in which the benevolence of his 
heart seems to have led him to soften the 
rigid Calvinism of the Scottish Church into 
something approaching to Arminianism. 
He was in short tinctured with the new 
ight, though modesty and prudence induced 








him to say very little on the subject, the 
pork ‘besides deriving a tendency that way 
mm his father, had conversed with men of 

still more decided views at Irvine, While 
probably retaining, or thinking he retained, 
a hold of the main doctrines of Christianity, 
his vigorous and benevolent mind, and as 
he has himself confessed, ‘a desire of shin- 
ing in conversation-parties,”” possibly be- 
sidos all this an enjoyment in shying things 
calculated to startle common minds—led 
him into‘a by no means subdued demon- 
stration of new light principles. Among 
the poems written about this time was an 
exceedingly humorous ‘Address to the 
Deil,” in which he winds up with the 
valediction ; 
«But fare ye wel, auld Nickie-ben ! 

O wad ye tak a thought and men’ t 

Ye aiblins might—I dinna ken— 

pethwen sae 

‘m wae to think upo’ yon den, 
Eva for your eake.”” 
Now, though tradition tells that ib was 

a Scotch minister who on one occasion 
wound up @ supplication by saying, “ And 
now let us pray for the puir deil; he has 
nae one to pray for him,” it is not the 
fashion in Scotland to regard the Prince of 
Darkness with so much patronising benevo- 
lence and Burns’ pitying phrase, jocular as 
it is or perhaps Decatise it is jocular, would 
make the hair on an average Free Kirk 
member's head stand on end. I have 
already mentioned the poet’s verses to 
“The Unco’ Guid,” so touching in their 
ples for tolerance. ' To the Free Kirk man 
the title is a contradiction’ in terms ; there 
are the good and there are the bad; the 
two classes divide humanity ; there is no 
such thing as overdoing goodness. Such, 
we may notice, was not Burns’ view. He 
took a less severe attitude in matters of 
religion and he dealt vigorous strokes on 
the side he advocated. ‘Holy Willie's 
Prayer,” which is the condign eastigation 
of a sanctimonious hypocrite, is one of the 
most terrible pieces of satire that was ever 
written. The “Epistle to John Goudie of 
Kilmarnock,” the “Twa Herds or Holy,, 




















Tuilzie,” the Be poor to the Rev. Johny 
M‘Math” are all conceived in the samq 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


812 





The Ht. therald and %..¢. & C. Gazette, 


Mar 22, 1896. 











ciemical spirit amd getting to be well-| 
Qnown in the countryside gave the poet his 
first groat rise in public estimation, just as 
+The Cotter's Saturday Night” earned him 
his first fame in more private circles. It 
was the admiration excited by these which 
Ted his friends to urge on him the advisa- 
Dility of carrying his poetical wares to 
Edinburgh to find a publisher and a market 
for them there. - It was about this same 
period, in 1785 when 26 years old, that he 
produced two of his most celebrated pieces, 
one « wonderful en of spirited de~ 
seription, the poem known as “Halloween ;” 
the other a tender idyll, the lines ‘To 
Mouse,” in which Burns evidenced his 
Affection for all created things, and at the 
same time showed how his genius could | 
illuminate the lowliest subjects. 
Wee, sleckit, cowerin’, tim’rous beastie, 
O, what a panic’s in thy breastic ! 
Thou need na start awa’ sae hastie 
Wi bickering bratie 
wad be laith to rin and chase thee 
W? murd’ring pattle ! 
I doubt na, whiles, but thou may thieve ; 
‘What then ? poor beastie ! thou maun live t 
A daimen-icker in a thrave 
"8 @ sma’ request : 
TM get « blessin’ wi the lave, 
And never miss *t ! 
But, mousie, thou art no thy lane, 
In proving foresight may be vain + 
The best laid schemes o’ mice and men: 
Gang aft e-gley, 
‘And Iea'o us nought but grief and pain, 
Yor promised joy. 
‘Still thon art blest, compared wi’ me ! 
‘The present only toucheth thee ; 
But och | T backward east my ee 
On “us drear f 1 
And forward, though T canna see, 
T guess an fear. 


It was about six months later that he 
wrote the parallel to this, ‘To a mountain | 
daisy.” ‘The mouse’s nest had been turned 
up by the plough, the daisy was turned | 
down. The second piece is of the same 
nature as the first but has been pronounced 
inferior in point of originality as well as in 
the interest produced. Still it is admitted 
that to have oxtracted out of « train of 
incidents so common and seemingly so trivial ! 
as these so fine a train of sentiment and | 
imagery is the surest proof as well as 
the nist brilliant triumph of original 
genius. His personal application of the 
incident of the mouse was gloomy enough, 
but the six months since elapsed have 
served to inake him still more despondent | 
about himself, 


“Such is the fate of simple hard 
On life's rough ocean Iuckless starr'd ! 
Unskilful he to note the card 
Of prudent lore, 
‘Till billows rage and gales blow hard 
And whelm him o'er. 























*«Ev'n thou who mourn’st the daisy’s fate, 
‘That fate is thine—no distant date: 
Stern Ruin’s ploughshare drives elate 
Full on thy bloom, 
ill crushed beneath the furrow’s weight | 
Shall be thy doom. 
‘The poet was here in one of his un- 
necessarily depressed moods, to which he 
was periodically given. His poems about 








this time wear indeed a uniformly gloomy ; 





tinge, He has an ode entitled Despin- 
dency,” some stanzas addressed “To 
Ruin,” a lay in which he invokes the 
seasons, 
“Come, winter, with thine angry howl, 
‘And raging hend the naked tree 
‘Thy gloom will soothe my cheerless soul 











When Nature all is sad to me.” 


_There is no doubt that he was in a tight! 
piace at the moment. Things had not 
thriven with him. His farming was un-j 
successful ; his art had as yet brought him | 
inno golden guineas ; his appointment to 
the excise had not yet been mooted. He, 
knew his powers as is testified by the! 





as he calls her, a poetical form of Kyle, 
appears to him and addrésses hint.thus :— 
“ All hail! my own inspired bard 
In nic thy native muse regard ! 
Norlonger mourn thy fate is hard, 
‘Thus poorly low! 
Leome to give thee such retard 
As we bestow.” 

His muse had not yet been as good as 
her wotd. Burtis simply knew not where 
to turn for the means of livelihood and he 
came at last to the desperate determination 
to emigrate to Jamaica where he was pro- 
mised a clerkship in a brother Scot’s count- 
ing house. He had another’ grief too of a 
more private nature. He had married in 
the irregular, somewhat haphazard Scotch 
fashion his bonny Jean, Jean Armour, 
the daughter of a neighbour. A promise 
had ‘been exchanged not only verbally but 
in writing with both their names signed 
to it. ‘The question of the actuality of 
the marriage has been much discussed, but 
the general conclusion seems to be that it 
was valid. Jean Armour's father, however, 
was strongly opposed to it, and thought it 
could be annulled by the summary process 
‘of cutting the two names out of the paper. 
‘This he did and informed Burns that even 
admitting he had ever been married he 
was now divorced. Jean for some reason 

uiesced in her father's decision, and 
tured a deaf ear to all her somewhile 
husband’s remonstrances and_reproaches. 
Her conduct in the matter is the more 
extraordinary as she had at the time of the 
so-called divorce excellent cause for main- 
taining the validity of the marriage, and 
moreover when she was united to Burns 
later in life with more regularity of rite, 
she was a wife of altogether unusual 
affection and faithfulness. However, she 
was influenced in the first instance, it 
was a bitter blow for Bums and’ no 
doubt contributed to dis t him with 
the ill-success of his life in Scotland and 
confirmed him in the intention of seeking 
anew fortune in the West Indies, He was 
still making his proparations, had even 
taken his passage, and had composed several 
tearful poems on’the subject of his coming 
exile, when, as he says, ‘‘a letter from 
Dr. Blicklock toa friend of mine overthrew 
all my schemes by opening new prospects 
to my poetic ambition. ‘The doctor belong- 
ed to asset of critics for whose applause 
T had not dared to hope. His opinion that 
I would meet with encouragement in Edin- 
burgh fora second edition fired me so much 
that away I posted for that city, without a 
single acquaintance, or a single letter of 
introduction. The baneful star that had 
so long shed its blasting influence in my 
zenith for once made a revolution to the 
nadir; and a kind Providence placed me 
under the patronage of one of the noblest of 
men—the Earl of Glencaimn. Ineed relate no 
further. AtEdinburghI was in a new world; 
‘Lmingled among many classes of men, but 
all of then new to me, and I was all atten- 
tion to catch the characters and the manner 
of living on the rise. Whether I have pro- 
fited, time will shew.” 

‘The publication of his poems indicates 
by the locality the progress of his fame. 
‘The first edition was published at Kihnar- 
nock in 1786 ; the second at Edinburgh in 
1787; the third in both London and 
Edinburgh in the same year as the second. 
Since their first appearance up to the year 
1855, that is during a period of 70 years, no 
less than seventy-five editions of his poems 
have been published in English besides 
seven in German and one in French. By 
what is really a very curious coincidence a 
work has been published within the last two 

















months treating of the translations of Burns 
into European languages. The coincidence 


Ties in the fact that it is published 
by a firm called MacLehose and Company. 
Now one of the most remarkable episodes 
in Burns’ career was what has been aptly 
called his epistolary flirtation with a Mrs. 





peem of “The Vision” written at the | McLehose, whom he addressed by the 
end of 1785, in which his Muse, Coils! romantic pseudonym of Clarinds, while he , 





himself masqueraded under the soubriquet 
of Sylvander. Clarinda was a lady of exactly 
his own age who, having been unhappily 
married td. iman devoid of humanity and 
just. moral feeling, was obliged to live 


separately from him in obscurity and 
alniost indigence, while britiging up, her 
yoitng fantily. The grand niece of Culin 
Maclaurin, the friend of Newton—the 
cousin-german of Lord Craig who was anso- 
ciated with Mackenzie in the composition 
of The Mirror—Asnes Craig might well bea 
woman of intellect superior to the general- 
ity of her sex. Her hushand, Mi James 
McLehose, was now pushing his fortune in 
the West Indies, reckless of what might be- 
fall his wife or children. Of a somewhat 
voluptuous style of beauty, of lively and 
easy manners, of a poetical fabric of 
mind, with some wit and not too high 
a degree of refinement or delicacy, Mrs. 
McLehose was exactly the kind of wo- 
man to fascinate Burns. She might, in- 
deed, be described as the town-bred 
analogue of the country maidens who 
had exercised the greatest power over 
him in his earlier days. He, on the other 
hand, overcoming by his bright intelligence 
and its brilliant ‘fruits all the vulgarities of 
fortune, was calculated to make a deop 
impression ona heart so susceptible as 
hers. A Miss Nimmo, an elderly lady with 
whom Burns seems to have become 
acquainted through Miss Chalmers, was a 
friend also of Mrs. McLehose ; and in her 
house, in consequence of the special request 
of the lady, the two met at tea about the 
4th of December, 1787. Their epistolary 
correspondence was immediately com- 
menced and was before long conducted 
under the romantic fancy names I have 
already mentioned. The liaiwon be- 
between the poet and the neglected wife 
never seens to have been anything but 
Platonic, but there was an immense expen- 
diture of passion and sentiment in their 
letters ; so much so that it may well be 
deemed regrettable that these documents 
were allowed to survive or at least to sce 
the light of day. ‘This rash thing was done, 
howater; the letters were published almost 
in their entirety in 1802 and have been re- 
published many times since, . That Clarinda 
looked forward to the time when circum. 
stances would allow of her being united 
to the poet is undoubted. Whether he 
ever hoped with a like sincerity for such a 
consummation may in the light of his own 
actions be considered Jess certain, though 
as far as written and probably’ spoken 
sentiment goes, he must have conveyed 
that impression to her. Were consistency, 
indeed, one of the most notable features of 
human nature, as the reverse is the case, 
we might marvel a little at Burns on the 2nd 
March, 1788, meeting Clarinda at the ap- 

inted hour and next day speaking with 
levity of his intercourse with Jean—vowing, 
love to Clarinda ‘to death, through death 
and for ever” in March, and before April 
vas out giving Jean a pertuanent right to his 
affections, albeit for the time under secrecy. 
So ends for the meantime the Clarinda 
correspondence,—a curious episode in the 
history of Burns. For three months he 
had written to this lady in the language of 
Heloise's lover and been addressed by her 
in terms scarcely Jess ardent. And yet 
from this moment we see no farther trace 
of her influence over his mind. The cor- 
respondence was indeed renewed later 
after the poet's regular and avowed union 
with Jean Armour, but no remonstrances 
on the poet's part could overcome the 
distrust and contempt with which Clarinda 
then at least affected to regard him, 
though it is recorded that to the end of 
her days, while unable to speak with any 
patience of his marriage, she never ceased 
to bewail his untimely death, and to glow 
over the productions of his Muse. How 
she professed to treat him when the corres- 
pondence was recommenced in 1791 the 
following extract from one of his replies 
sufficiently shows: 
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“Thave received both your last letters, 
madam, and oughtand would have answered 
the first long ago, But on what subject 
shall I write you? How can you expect 
correspondent should write you, when you 
declare that you mean. to preserve “his 
letters with a view sooner or later, to 
expose them in the pillory of derision and 
the rack of criticism ?”” 

In February 1792 she set sail for Jamaica 
to rejoin her husband and to attempt once 
more the task of living with him in har- 
mony. Even now the poct’s attraction 
whether true or feigned, cannot have been 
extinct, for it was duting her absence in 
the West Indies that he composed with 
her as a subject the touching song called 
«My Nannie’s awa.” 

Now in her green mantle blithe nature 


arrays, 

‘And listens the lambkins that bleat o'er 
the braes, 

While birds warble welcome in ilka green 
shaw 5 

But to me it’s delightless—my Nannie’s 
awa’. 





‘The snawdrap and primrose our wood- 
lands adorn 

And violets bathe in the weet o’ the morn; 

‘They pain my sad bosom sae sweetly they 

Wy 

‘They mind me o’ Nannie—and Nannie’s 
awa’, 

‘Thou lav'rock that springs frae the dews 
of the lawa 

‘The shepherd to warn o' the gray-breaking 
dawn} 

And thou mellow mavis that hails the 





 pity—my Nannie’s awa’, 


Come autumn, sae pensive, in yellow and 


gray sigs 
Anil ‘soothe me wi’ tidings ot nature's 
cay 5 
‘The dark dreary winter, and wild driving 
naw, 
Alane can delight me—now Nannie’s awa’. 


‘This ditty, matchless even among the ballads 
of Burns, was supplemented ‘A another 
song, his true farewell to Clarinda. 


** Ae fond kiss, and then we sever ! 

Ac fareweel, alas, for ever ! 

Deep in heart-wrung tears I'll piedge thee, 

‘Warring sighs and groans I'll wage thee.” 

Followed Inter in the same song by the 
remarkable quatrain : 

“Had we never loved sae kindly, 

‘Had we never loved sae blindly ! 

Never met or never parted, 

‘We had ne'er been broken hearted” 
of which Sir Walter Scott remarked that 
that verse is worth a thousand romances, 
while Mr. Jameson with even greater en- 
thusiasm adds, ‘Not only are these lines 
what Scott says but in themselves a com- 
plete romance. They are the alpha and 
omega of Testing and contain the essence of 
an existence of pain and pleasure distilled 
into one burning drop.” Yet I fear we 
must conclude with justice and not entirely 
without indignation that in both “My 
Nannie’s awa’” and. in the “alpha and 
omega of feeling” Burns was using poetical 
license. Wee will give the lady the benefit 
of the doubt and ew that she may have 
fell all she expressed, but as regards the 
Peet there is no evidence that he loved 

larinda “blindly.” Their letters show 
indeed that Mrs. McLehose insisted on his 
taking sundry precautions when he visited 
her which recall forcibly the canny lass he 
depicts in his song “« Whistle and I'll come 
to you, my lad.” 

“Bat warily tent when ye come to court 
me, 
‘And come na unless the back-yett be 


aejee 5 
Syne up the back style, and let naebody 
see 









And come as ye werens comin’ to me.” 


So even a8 rey the Indy there 
may have been kindness but there was 
scarcely blindness. In truth it is  diffi- 
cult to acquit Bums entirely of a lack 
of his usual dignity in this amourette. He 


was an Ayrshire ploughman sudde1 rO- 
moted ou the wingsrof genius rene pe 
‘incial centre to the more distinguished 
circles of the metropolis of Scotland. Mrs. 
McLehose, we know, was not of the créme 
de la créme, but she may have seemed so 
to him and he was possibly flattered by the 
obvious conquest he had made of one in a 
superior social position to his own. One 
of his biographers says: ‘Perhaps the 
justest theory on the subject would be one 
taking a medium view. There was a kind 
of earnestness in Sylvander’s flame for 
Clarinda, a kind involving « good deal of 
self-delusion, mingled with some reality— 
a genuine partiality augmented to affected 
raptures by a goodnatured desire to meet 
the wishes of one who evidently desired to 
be strongly loved because she herself 
was much in love.” Accepting this view, 
the attraction must have been greater 
on his side than hers, As a matter of fact 
he threw her over for the woman whom 
he made his wife ; but even Jean Armour 
was not the love of his life though she be- 
came his helpmate. It was after the so- 
called “divorce” from Jean effected by his 
father-in-law that Burns met the one wo- 
man he loved most,the girl known to all 
time as Highland Mary, and who inspired 
not only the song beginning 

“Ye banks and braes and streams around 

‘The Castle o” Montgomery,” 

and ‘Afton Water,” but also the stanzas 
“To Mary in Heaven,” which many regard 
as the most perfect of Burns’ productions. 
‘The two were solemnly betrothed but Mary 
died before anything more came of the en- 
gagement. Exquisite, then, as the senti- 
ment, imagery and language of the last 
‘verses he addressed to Clarinda are, they 
aust be denounced as affected and to that 
extent inferior to many other lyrics which 
expressed more truthfully the real feeling 
of the easily enamoured bard. 

‘The acquaintance with Mrs. McLehose 
‘was however after all but an episode in the 
bard’s visit to Edinburgh. The main object, 








was the publication of his poems to a wider | P! 


audience than had as yet had an opportunity 
of making their acquaintance, and incident- 
ally Burns was introduced to many persons 
eminent either in letters or society with 
whom he would never have fallen in had be 
remained in the obesurity of Ayrshire. He 
was eagerly acclaimed by all, immediately 
admitted to the foremost society of the 
leading city in Scotland, féted, caressed, 
flattered, and to his honour be it said, in no 
way spoiled by the adulation which suddenly 
fell to his lot. He retained in spite of all 
his own sturdy notions of independence ; a 
sycophant henever wasand noconsiderations 
of personal aggrandisement ever made him 
truckle to the great. He could not however 
quite throw off his inborn awe of a lord. 
“The rank is but the guinea stamp, the 
man’s the man for a’ that” was his theory ; 
he had enunciated it already in The Cotter's 
Saturday Night and he repeated it in 
various forms in his poems, but never- 
theless he could not help looking up to a 
lord and feeling somewhat nervous in 
presence. He has left a record of his 
exertions when on one occasion he met 
Lord Daer, son of the Earl of Selkirk. 

“This wot ye all whom it concerns, 

I, Bhymer Robin, alias Burns, 

October twenty-third, 
A ne'er to be forgotten day 
See far I sprachled up the brae, 
T dinner'd wi’ a Lord.” 

‘The conclusion of his experience was : 
“Then from his lordship I shall learn 
Henceforth to meet with unconcern 

One rank as weel’s another ; 
‘Nae honest worthy man need care 
‘To meet with noble, youthful Daer, 
For he but meets a brither.” 
‘The Edinburgh visit was undoubtedly a 
great trial and he passed through it ad- 
mirably. ‘AN must admit that Burns, 
externally a peasant and of peasant breed- 











ing, but internally a great man, has come 
through the crisis without the -slightest 


derogation from his true character. In- 
tellectually a giant, he maintained his 
proportions in conventional scenes which 
too often cause a sacrifice of the Inherent 
to the Accidental, of the True to the False, 
of the Great to the Mean. The dignity of 
the whole figure, as it looms through the 
saloons of the polite and learned world of 
Edinburgh, must indeed form a gratifying 
picture in ‘the minds of all true men for 
ever. For once the natural lineaments of 
a Man stand forth in undoubted grandeur 
without being in the slightest degree 
affected either by past or by present 
circumstances, It will be seen that as a 
necessary part of the great character he 
maintained so well, Burns preserved perfect 
modesty regarding his own pretensions, 
Not one trace of that vanity which has 
diminished the shadows of so many bards 
can be detected in him. The heart too. 
is right; he forgets no old friend, nor 
does he lose one jot of his original 
love and respect for the class amongst 
whom he spent his early days.” During his 
Edinburgh visit an in*uence was brought 
to hear on him which iortunately failed in 
its effect. We have already seen, that 
writing to Mr. Thomson, he distinctly 
ised that much of ths magic of his 
muse lay in the dialect in which he e: 
pressed himself.“ Whether in the simp! 
city of the ballad or the pathos of song, 
he wrote, ‘I can only hope to please my- 
self in being allowed at least a sprinkling 
of our native tongue.” He was however 
told by some of his literary friends that it 
was a great error to write in Scotch, seeing 
that thereby he was cut off from the appre- 
ciation of the English public. He was 
dis to give way to this hint snd 
henceforth to compose chiefly in English. 
Tt turned out a great mistake. ‘The 
flow of versification and the felicit; 
of diction for which his Scottish poems an 
songs are remarkable, vanish when he 
attempts the Southern strain, He soon 
relinquished the attempt ; but he was more 
jlific that ever in the fascinating Doric 
which he had made so peculiarly his own. 
Burns died young; at thirty-cight years 
old; in the full strength of his manhood 
and genius. There was neither old age 
nor decadence for him. His poems never~ 
brought him riches ; he spent the reminder 
of his life in comparative penury as an Ex- 
ciseman or in farming at Bllisland or Dum- 
fries. His last poem of transcendent merit, 
was “Tam O'Shanter,” written six years 
before his death. He himself thought, and 
with justice, that this was the best of his 
roductions. An American lecturer on 
British poetry says of it: ‘Short as itis, it 
is n great poem with merits unassailable by 
the most rigid criticism and which the most 
enthusiastic cannot exaggerate. Tt is won- 
derful, especially for the power which 
harmonises the terrific and the laughable— 
a Shakespearian blending of tragedy and 
comedy.” With this encomium—and could 
there be greater praise than to place Burns 
even for a moment of time on Shake- 















| speare’s level?—I will conclude, quoting to 


wind up the verses published by a brother 
bard, Swinburne, only last February in 
the Nineteenth Century on the national 
poet of Scotland : 


Above the stories of praise and blame 
‘That blur with mist his lustrous name, 
His thunderous laughter went and came, 
‘And lives and flies; 
‘The roar that follows in the flame 
‘When ii, ie 
Earth and 1 
air, 
And water winding soft and fair 
Through still sweet places, bright and 


bare, 
‘By bent and byre, 
Taught him what hearts within them 


were: 
But his was fire. 





ies, 
‘show-dimmed heights of 
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H.B.M.’s SUPREME COUR’ 
Ts Apsunanry. 
Shanghai, 19th May. 

Bofore Sir N. J. Hasnex, Chief Justice, and 
Captain Lexpox, master of the P. & O. 
str. Mircapore, Nautical Assessor. 

Tue Owxens or THe NoRWEGIAN ste. 
“Noraanpre” 2. Tae OwNens oF 
sie Barrisn sta. ““PERIN.” 

This was a claim the owners of the 
Norwegian steamer Normandie against the 
owners of the British steamer Pekin arising 
out of a collision in the VW River, 
on the morning of the 3rd of April last. 
Mr. J. C. Hanson (Messrs. Dowdall and 
Hanson) ap] for the plaintiffs, “and 
Mr, W. A. C, Platt (Messrs. Johnson, 
Stokes, and Master) for the defendants. 

‘Mr. Hanson before proceeding to address 
the Court in opening the case read the 
following documents. 

PRELIMINARY ACT OF SHE PLAINTIFES 
1,—The names of the vessels which cai 

















11.—Whether any lights of the other vessel, 








other than irst_seen, came into view 
before the collision.—No. 
‘12.—What measures were taken, and when, 





to avoid a collision.—On ni the upper 
buoy the cogines were pat dead elow, » litte 
later they were stopped and then full speed 
| astern. ‘The vessel was kept on the Shanghai 

side of the river and one short blast. of the 
| whistle was blown on three different occasions. 
13.—The part of each vessel which first came 
| into contact.—The Normandie’s stem snd the 
portbow of the Pekin abreast of the fore hatch, 


PETITION OF THE PLAINTIFFS. 
‘The amended petition of the above named 
plaintiffs shows as follows :-— 
1,—The plaintifis are Norwegian subjects 
and are the owners of the Normandie, a screw 
steamship of 628 tons register. 
2.—At the time of the events hereinafter 
referred to the Nermantie was under way in 
the port of Shanghai hound on a voyage to 
Foochow with a crew of 25 hands and a cargo 
of kerosene oil, besides water ballast. 
3.—Shortly ‘after 5 a.m. on the 3rd April, 
1896, the Normandie left_her moorings in 
section No. 2 opposite the French Bund, and 
proceeded down the River Whangpoo upon the 


















into collision and the names of their masters.— | voyage aforesaid. ‘The day was breaking and 

‘The Pekin, Downie, master. The Normandie, | the weather was clear and calm ; the tide was 

E. A. Berg, master. about three-quarters flood. Before passing 

The "tine of collision, 5-40 a.m. on | the French mail buoy th of the Nor- 

the 8rd April 189 mandie was frequently varied, but after pas- 

—Tho place of collision. —The port of | sing the buoy the Normandie with her engines 

Shanghai almost opposite the Japanese Con- | at half speed was making from 5 to 6 knots 

sulate. | an hour. A good look out was being kept on 
4.—The direction and force of the wind.— | board the Normandie. 





No wind. 

5.—Tho state of the weather.—Clear and 
calm, 

6.—The state and force of tide.—About 3 
flood with a force of 1} to 2 knots. 

7.—The course and speed of the vessel 
when the other was first seen. —The Norman- 
die was going down the river, her engines 
were at } speed and she was making about 5 
Knots an hour, 

8.—The lights,if any, carried by her. Re- 
gulation masthead and side lights. 

9.—The distance and bearing of the other 
vesselwhen first scen,—About # of a mile off: 
about 6 points on the starboard bow of the 
Normandie. 

10,—The lights (if any) of the other vessel 
which were first seen.—None: daylight. 

11.—Whether any lights of the other vessel 
other than those first seen came into view 
Lefore the collision. —Daylight. 

12.—What measures were taken, and when, 
to avoid collision.—When the Pekin signalled 
the alteration of her course to starboard by 
one blast of her whistle the helm of the 
Normandie was put hard aport and her 
engines full speed ahead so tl i 
kin port side to 
tes before the collision the engines 
of the Normandie were reversed at full 
speed and the vessel was brought almost to a 
standsti 

13.—The part of each vessel which first 
came into contact.—The port bow of the 
Pekin and the stem of the Normandie. 

FRELIMINARY PCT OF THE DEFENDANTS. 

1.—The names of the two vessels which 
came into collision and the names of their 
Masters.—The .8, Normandie, Beng, Master. 
‘The s.s. Pekin, Downie, Master. 

2.—The tine of collision as nearly as can 
be stated.—5.39 a.m. on the 3rd of April, 
1896. 

3.—The place of collision.—In the Whang- 
poo River about opposite the Japanese Con. 
sulate fagstaff and on the Shanghai side of 
te river. 

4.—The direction of the wind at the time. 
—Light and variable. 

5.—The state of the weather.—Fine and 
























‘The state and force of the tide.—Ebb- 





6. 
ing at the sides of the river; in the middle a 
flood of about one knot an hour. 

7.—The course and speed of the vessel 
when the other was first seen.—Proceeding 
up the river under reduced speed about 7 knots 


an hour. 


8.—The fights, if any, carried by her.— 
ne. 











he distance and bearing of the other 
vessel when first seen.—Distance about one 
mile ; about 4 points on the port bow. 

10.—The- lights, if any, of the other vessel 
which were first seen,—None. 








4.—When the Normandie was nearly 
abreast of the Peking Road and was preparin; 
to round Pootung Point a ip whickt 
afterwards proved to be the Pekin was ob- 
served at a distance of about 3 mile coming 
up stream in the middle of the river. 

'5.—In these circumstances and owing to the 
great beam of the Pelin and the obstruction 
Of the fairway of the outer channel by junks 
anchored along the Pootung bank it became 
impossible for the Normandie without serious 
risk of collision to continue her course along 
tthe outer channel and accordingly the master 
of the Normandie, which was then at a safe 
distance from the Pekin ordered the helm of 
the Normandie to be starboarded with a view 
to taking the inner or Shanghai channel. At 
the same time two blasts of the Normandie’s 
whistle were blown as a signal to the Pekin, 

6.—Those on board the Pekin replied to 
‘above signal by one blast of her 

ind thereupon the master of the Nor- 
mandie immediately ordered her helm to be 
put hard a-port and her engines full speed 
shead but owing to the force of the tide the 
Normandie would not answer the port helm. 
‘The Pekin still approaching very rapidly 
under a port helm and a collision being im- 
minent, the engines of the Normandie were 
reversed at full speed and she was brought al- 
most to a standstill but three or four minutes 
later the bow of the Pekin came into col- 
lision with the stem of the Normandie and 
the Normandie sustained considerable damage. 






























After the collision the Normandie pi ied 
‘to the Old Dock. 
7.—Before the collision the Pekin was pro- 





coeding at an improper rate of speed havi 
regard to the state of the tide and the dangers 
of navij o- 

8.—The roperly neglected to ki 
on that side of the ealnray heh Tay on her 
starboard. 
measures to avi . 

10.—The Pekinimproperly ported her helm 
before the collision. a 

11.—The Pelin improperly neglected to 
slacken speed, stop, and reverse, or to slacken 
speed stop and reverse in due time. 

12.—The Pekin disobeyed Articles 18, 21, 
22, and 2 of the Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea. 

13.—The collision and the damage to the 
Normandie were caused by some or all of the 
matters and things stated in the 7th, 8th, 
9th, 10th, 11th, and 19th paragraphs hereof 
or otherwise by the negligence of those on 
board the Pelin, ‘The Plaintiffs therefore 
lai 

1.—Judgment for the Plaintiffs as Owners 
of the Normandie against the Defendants ax 
Owners of the Petun for the oceasioned. 
to.the Plaintifis by reason of the collision. 

‘2—The costs of, the action,, 











3.—Such further and other relief asthe 

nature of the case may require. 
[ANSWER OF THE DEFENDANTS. 

1.—In answer to the said petition the 
defendants admit that on the morning of the 
3rd day of April, 1896, the Norwegian steam- 
ship Normandie and the British steamship 
Pekin came into collision in the river Whang- 
poo but they eay that the collision took place 
under the circumstances hereinafter related 
and they deny all the allegations of the 
petition so fer as they are st variance with 
the statements hereinafter set forth. 

2.—The British paddle wheel steamshi 
Pekin of about, 2032 tons register and 
worked by engines of 950 horse power 
nominal left Ningpo at 4.15 & on the 2nd 
day of April 1896 bound to Shanghai with a 
crew of 43 hands. She had on board a 
general cargo and 424 passengers; 

3.—At 4.35 a.m. of the following morning, 
that is the 3rd day of April 1896, the Pekin 
in the course of her said voyage cleared the 
bar at Woosnng, the bar signals at that, time 
showing 17 feet and falling water, and pro- 
ceeded up the Whangpoo River to'Shanghai, 
‘The morning was fine and clear; the wind 
light and variable and a good look out was 
being kept on board her. 

4,—In these circumstances when the Pekin 
was proceeding under reduced steam and 
coming up the reach of the river below Poo- 
tang Point, those on board hor saw the masts 
and funnel of a steamship which afterwards 
proved to be the Norwegian steamship Nor: 
mandie above the Pootung Point. proveeding 
down the river and on the Pelin’s port bow. 

5.—The river was clear and the tide was 
ebbing at the sides but in the middle it was 
runing up atthe rate of about one knot an 
fone: 

6.—When the: Pekin was nearing the upper 
bouy, the Normandie was observed to be well 
over to the Poot shore, and the master of 
the Pekin ordered the engines to be put dead 
slow, and one short blast of the whistle to be 
blown with the view of calling the attention 
of those on board the Normandie that tho 
Pekin was keeping the Shanghai side of the 
river. The helm was then put slightly to 
port. 

‘7.—About the same time one blast of the 
Normandie’s whistle was heard, but never- 
theless she continued to come on rapidly on 
the port bow of the Petin. Thereupon the 
master of the Pekin ordered another short 
blast of the whistle to be blown and the 
engines to be stopped, Goth of which orders 
‘were immediately executed. 

8.—The Normandie still continued to come 
on so the master of the Pekin secing a 
collision imminent reversed his engines 
full speed and at the same time blew another 
short blast with hie whistle. ‘The Normandie 






































however did not slacken her ‘but came 
on and at 5.39 crashed into rt. bow of 
tho Pekin abreast of the fore hatch with her 


stem, cutting the Pekin down to below the 
water's edge, and doing her considerable 


e. 

9.—At the time of the collision the Pekin 
st onposive the Japanese Consulate agra, 
about 150 feet from the Shanghai side of the 
river and she had no way on, if she had any, 
‘what she had was sternway. 

10.—After the collision the Normandie 

led on her way down the river and 

the master of the Pelin finding his vessel 
ras filling rapidly proceeded ahead and ran 
her on tho beach off the Gardens and so was 
enabled to land his passengers in safety. 

11.—A good look out was not kept on board 
the Normandie. 

12.—Before the collision the Normandie 
was proceeding at an improper rate of speed, 
and im] = starboared ber helm. 

18.—The Normandie improperly neglected 
to keep her right side of the chanel 

14.—The Normandie improperly neglected 
to take measures to avoids selon = 

15,—The Normandie improperly neglected 
to slacken speed, stop, and reverse, or to 
slacken speed, stop, antl reverse in due time. 

16.—The Normandie disobeyed articles 16, 
18, 21, 22,,and 24 of the Regulations for Pre: 
venting Collisions at sea. 

17.—The collision was occasioned ‘by some 
or all of the matters and things alleged in the 
ith, 12th, 18th, 14th, 15th, and “16th para- 











phs hereof or otherwise by the default: of 
fhe Normandie or hose onboard: hers! 
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18.—No blame in respect of the collision is 
attrsbutable to the Pelin or to any of thooe 
on er. 

And by way of counter-olaim the defendants 
say that the said collision and the damages 
and losses consequent thereon were occasioned 
by the negligent and improper navigation of 
those on the Normandie, and they 
claim as follow: 





(1)'A declaration that the plaintiffs ‘are | passin; 


liable for all damages and losses occasioned to 
the defendants by reason of the said collision, 
and for the costs of this action. 

(2) Such further and other relief as the 
nature of the case may require. 

‘Mr. Hanson in opening the case said 
there was very little discrepancy between 
the two cases except that about the whist- 
ling: The case for the Normandie was 
that when she got down about opposite to 
the Peking Road and the river below Poo- 
tung Point opened out she saw that owing 
to tho obstruction by junk and vessels af 
anchor and the Pekin coming up in the 
middle of the river, that the channel was 
not a safe and practicable one for her to take. 
She then blew two whistles to show 
that ‘she intended to get out of the way of 
the Pekin by taking what was called the 
inner channel along theShanghai side, inside 
the buoys, which was then quite clear. 
Instead, however; of the Pekin continuing 
her course, which, according to the regula- 
tions she ought to have done, she blew 
one whistle and ported her helm, thereby 
reridering it impossible for the Normandie 
to: yet out of the way of the Pekin as she 
had proposed to do.» The Normandie then 
ported her helm, but owing to the slow rate 
of speed at which she was going, and, owing 

jossibly to’ the tide catching her on the 
Flow and also of the chowchow water at that 
point, she did not answer her helm ani 
there was’ danger and risk of collision. 
"The captain'of the Normandie then ordered 
the engines of his vessel to be put full 
speed asteri which was done, but the two 
ships éame on together and 1 collision was 
the result, ‘The allegations against the 
Pekin were, First, that she was going up 
river on her wrong side; secondly, that 
she was. going at too high a rate of speed 
considering the state of the tide and the 
dangers of navigation; and thirdly, she 
omitted to stop and reverse her engines, 
and also omitted, to Sars with Article 
22 and keep her course. In the answer 
of the Pekin one of the faults charged 
against the Normandie is that, having the 
‘Pekin on her starboard bow she did not 
keop out of the Pekin’s way; but if the 
Normandie were bound by that article, and 
bound to keep out of the way, there was a 
correlative duty thrown on the Pekin by 
‘Article 22, which said that in a case of that 
kind the Pekin must keep her course. What 
therefore the Normandie alleged was that 
whilst she was endeavouring to keep out of 
the Pekin’s way. the latter did not — 
her course but ported her helm an 

s0 frustrated the Normandie's intention. 
Upon that point the learned advocate 
quoted from Marsden pp. 272, 478, and 
479; adecision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States in the case of the Corsica 
(Wallace XD); and_ the cases of the 
‘Leverington (Probate Div. XT, p. 117) and 
the Oceano (Probate Div. III, p. 63). He 
juoted these'as authorities for showing 
that Articles 16, 21, and 22 of the. Regula 
tions ‘for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
applied to casés like the present, where 








the collision occurred in narrow channels ; 
and winding rivers. Of course he need 
not say that if the Pekin had committed , 


any one‘of those faults she would be held 
to blamé, unless she could show that that 
fault could not by any possibility have 
caused the collision. 

Captain Englebert Berg, master of the 
ss. Noriiandie of Christiania, was then 
called. He said the net tonnage of his 
vessel was 628. He had held a master’s 
certificate for about ten years. Before 
starting on his voyage on the Srd of April 
sho tas moored on the Pootung side fo. 








2 section of the harbour. At 5,15 a.m. he 
left his moorings for Foochow with a cargo 
of kerosene oil and water ballast. He was 
on the bridge, the second mate at the 
wheel, and the first officer on the fore- 

le. Indicating his course on the chart, 
the witness said he came along the Pootung 
side of the P. & O. steamer and after 

ing H.MLS. Spartan closed over to the 
Shanghai side of the river, being then in a 
Tine of the Spartan and the P. & O, steamer. 
When nearly opposite the Ewo jetty he 
saw the Pekin in amongst the imasts of 
the junks which were at anchor just below 
the Pootung Point. When he saw her he 
blew two blasts on his whistle and star- 
boarded a little. The Pekin was then off 
Jardine’s buoy. When the latter came 
abreast of two ships lying at the Old Dock 
buoy, she blew one blast of her whistle. 
‘The ‘Normandie was then abreast of the 
red light in the Public Garden, heading 
for the Japinese wharf. When he blew 
two blasts he did not consider that it would 
be safe or practicable for him ¢o go on the 
port side of the Pekin. ‘The reason was 
that the two. steamers at anchor and the 
junks on the Pootung side made the channel 


very narrow. Just rounding the junks 
was a lorcha coming up. in the day 
he noticed that when the ships at anchor 


vung over towards the jonks it would 
‘ave ‘been impossible for anyone to pass. 
‘As soon as the Pekin blew one whistle, 
he gave the order hard aport and full 
speed ahead, in the belief that the Pekin 
ould port her helm a8 soon as she was 
clear of the buoy. At the tj, 

Ger full speed shead the Warhead wo 
going about 5} knots through the water on 
a flood tide running up at about two knots. 


1d | ‘The Normandie did not answer her helm 


immediately, 0 he gave the order full speed 
astern. . About one minute had elapsed 
between the two" orders, He accounted 
for the Normandie not answering her helm 
be dong chow-chow Water at that particular 
place, as his steam steering apparatus 
worked very quickly and was in good order. 
About three minutes after the order to go 
full speed astern the two ships came into 
collision, Atthattime the Normandie had 
no way on, but the Pekin was coming on 
very ripidly. He noticed that the paddles 
of the Pekin about two seconds before the 
collision were at a standstill. The Nor- 
mandie struck the Pekin on the port 
bow at an angle of about 45°. He did 
not look at his watch, but the time was 
about 5.40, and the place opposite the 
— Consulate. After the blow the 
Pekin forced the bow of the Normandie 
round up-river, The latter's engines kept 
going astern until the two vessels were 
clear, the Normandie continuing to swing 
round. AS soon as the bow pointed to the 
Pootung Point he went astern, and then 
proceeded to the Old Dock. He accounted 
jor his vessel being forced round in that 
manner by the way on the Peking and the 
current of the river. . The tide was still 
flood when he reached the Old Dock. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Platt, witness 
said he had been master of the Normandie 
for about 3} years. His crew com- 
prised six foreigners and nineteen Chinese. 
Witness did not leave the bridge between 
leaving the moorings and the collision. He 
Was navigating the ship himself, and hed 
been up to Shanghai about thirty times. 
The first time he came up he had a pilot, 
but not within the last year, unless the 
weather were thick, Captain Merlees was 
on: board as a passenger at the time of the 
collision,” He was in bed and there was 
no understanding that he should take the 
ship out. The ship was ona monthly charter, 
and the charterers founda pilot, if necessary. 
‘fhe (witnees) did the pilotage he general 
ly had half the fees but not on the present 
occasion. The whistle of the Normandie 
was quite clear on the morning of the 
accident. Witness could not say how many 
of the crew were on the forecastle head 
with the first officer, but he knew the crew 





were on deck. There might have been 
one man on the forecastle head. From 
where the Normandie blew the two whistles 
he could not see whether the channel 
beyond the Pootung Point was élear; he 
had to get lower down. He thought the 
Pekin was going to keep the Pootung side. 
‘There did not seem room for the ships 
to pass port to port. The second officer 
did not say anything to witness at the time. 
He could nos see down the channel when 
he heard the Pekin’s answering whistle. 
Between the time of going full speed a- 
head and full speed astern the Normandie 
travelled about 300 feet. It would nob 
have been advisable to let go the anchor, 
which would have tended to keep the vessels 
together. He only heard one blast of the 
whistle from the Pekin. After the collision 
he told the mate to stand by the anchors 
and the mate replied there was not one. 
Witness could not say where they became 
detached. He could not say how long the 
paddles of the Pekin were still, but ho 
noticed them stationary two seconds before. 

By Mr. Platt—After the collision did 
you go on board the Pekin and say you 
were liable for the accident?—I cannot 
remeber saying that. 

Did you not tell Captain Downie that 
you were sorry that your ship was to blame? 


<No. 

Nothing like it?—No. I think that the 
captain was the only man I spoke to. 

id you see Mr. Bois and Mr. Korff?— 
Mr. Korff, yes ; Mr. Bois I do not know. 

Did you see Mr. Bois and Mr. Korff 
talking ?—I saw Mr, Korff speaking to a 
gentleman, but I did not know who he 
was. not close by and did not hear 
what was sai 

Do you remember after Mr, Korff and 
Mr. Bois had been ing, Captain 
Downie said to you: “It isa, beautifully 
clear morning ; we had the river to our- 
selves, how did it happen?”—He said : 
“J do not understand how it happened, 
because I could have gone either side of 
you, but you signalled us for a port helm.” 

‘What did you say in answer to that ?—I 
did not say anything. I did not say I put my 
helm hard aport and my “wheel” (propeller) 
astern and the ship would not answer. 

Can you say on which side of the Spurtan 
you went ?—The Pootung side. 

By Mr. on—Who blew the two 
whistles on your ship }—I did. 

Have you ever had any collision or acci- 
dent before ?—No. 

By Mr. Platt—When inward bound ships 
come up the river is it not the custom to 
take the Pootung side of the channel ?—I 
have seen ships take either side; I have 
taken both. 

‘The Pekin was in the middle ?—Yes, on 
the Pootung side of the ships lying atthe 

oy. 

By etree want to know who 
was working the telegraphs when you gave 
the orders I was working thems 

Did you see the wheel put over to star- 
board 1Yes, the wheel was close by. 

Did you blow your whistlo as soon as you 
saw the Pekin 1—Yes. 

‘And you heard her whistle 7—Yes. 

‘And you knew she was going to take the 
Shanghai side ?—Yes. 

‘Upon resuming after tiffin, 

Victor Olsen, chief engineer on board 
the Normandie, whose evidence was given in 
Swedish and. interpreted, deposed that at the 
time of the collision he was in the engine- 
room, where the second engineer was 
working the engines. Ho heard a double 
whistle blown on the Normandie, before 
which time the engines were going at. half- 

. Af the onder was received 
full speed ahead, and next full speed astern. 
Between the two last orders there was 
about a minute’s interval. It took between 














six and seven seconds to put the engines 
from full speed ahead to full speed astern. 
About three minutes after the last order 
he felt the shock. ‘When going half speed 
here was about 150 Is, pressure of steam 
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and about 60 or 65 revolutions of the 
engine. With full speed the ship would 
make about 93 or 10 knots if clean. He 
did not hear any whistle from the other 
ship. 

Mr. Platt put in a certified translation 
of an extract from the log. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Platt witness 
said he did not make any entry in the log 
of the orders received from the bridge. 
Supposing the vessel were going full speed 
ahead it would take about three minutes 
if the engines were then put full speed 
astern for the way ou the ship to be stopped. 

Otto J. Christofersen, whose evidence was 
also interpreted, second engineer on the 
Normandie, said hewason duty inthe engine- 
room at the time of the collision. He heard 
a double whistle blown on the Normandie. 
‘The order was then received full speed ahead 
and about a minute after full speed astern. 
In about three minutes more he felt the 
shock of the collision. The vessel had 
‘been going half-speed about seven minutes 
before he heard the whistles. He did not 
hear any other steamer’s whistle. 

‘Thomas A. Larsen, first officer of the 
Normandie, who was next examined, said he 
was on the forecastle head before the colli- 
sion. When he first saw the Pekin she was 
on the Pootung side of the Old Dock buoy 
and the Normandie was a little below the 
Nan Road. The Normandie blew two 
blasts soon after he sighted the Pekin, 
They meant that the Normandie was going 
over to port. There were some junks 
at anchor near the Pootung Point. “After 
the Normandie blew two whistles the 
Pekin, blew one. At the moment of 
collision the Normandie had no way on 
her, but the Pekin was going at a good 
rate of speed. Upon the two vessels 
striking the Normandie swung round and 
headed up river, then swung round further, 
and went to the Old Dock. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Platt—Half a 
minute before the collision witness left the 
forecastle head to go down under the 
bridge. The crew were working about on 
deck, some being on the forecastle. 

‘Mr. Platt—Instead of going full speed 
ahead, supposing the Normandie at that 
moment had gone full speed astern and 
dropped an anchor, would not that have 
prevented the collision ?—It is difticult to 
ut I think there would have been a 
ion anyhow. 

‘The Court at this point rose for the day. 

20th May. 

Upon the case being resumed, 

Henry Haroldsen, second officer of the 
Normandie, said that at the time of the 
collision he was on duty at the wheel. 
Before the collision and when opposite the 
Garden the Nornandie gave two whistles, 
which were replied less than a minute 
from the Pekin by a single whistle. He 
corroborated the previous witnesses as to 
the orders given and their execution. On 
account of the tide the Normandie refused 
to answer her helm when the order was 
given full speed ahead, so the captain gave 
the order full speed astern, and about three 
minutes passed before the collision. A few 
seconds before the collision witness noticed 
the paddles of the Pekin were stationary. 
"There were a good many junks at anchor 
and sailing off the Pootung Point. 

By Mr. Plati—Were any junka anchored 
in the channel Yes, and they were more 
numerous that morning than usual. 

‘Was the Normandie in the habit of 
using a pilot ?—Sometimes, but generally 
coming in. 

In reply to the Assessor witness said he 
received the order hardaportin Norwegian. 
Before that the ship was steady. 

Captain Berg, re-called by Mr. Hanson, 
said since last June he had employed a 
pilot four times coming in and once going 
out. During that period he had come in 
and gone out about twenty times. 

‘This closed the case for the plaintiffs. 

‘Mr. Platt said he did not now propose. to 
comment on the evidence on behalf of the 














Normandie, but would do so later. The 
case for the Pekin was as follows. She was 
a paddle-wheel vessel plying between 
Shanghai tad Kingoo, aad on the after. 
noon of the 2nd of April left Ningpo, and 
cleared the Woosung Bar at 4.35 the follow- 
ing morning, the signals showing 17ft. and 
falling water. The captain and second 
officer were on the bridge and there were 
two quartermasters, one of them being at 
the wheel. The first officer and five of 
the crew were on the forecastle head 
ready to execute any orders. So they 
went up river until they got to the New 
Dock. “At that spot the captain gave the 
order ‘‘stand-by ” tothe engine-room. The 
effect of that, the Court would be told, 
was that the steam was reduced and the 
vessel, instead of travelling at full speed, 
went at about seven knots. Then the 
Pekin went on under this reduced steam 
along the Pootung side of the buoys 
‘opposite the Associated Wharves, which 
‘was a usual course for steamers to take, and 
was preferable to taking the Shanghai side 
on account of the vessels leaving and going 
to the wharves, Coming along, the Pekin 
saw the funnel of a steamer coming down, 
apparently" more over to the Pootung 
aie. than the Shanghai side. When the 
Pekin reached the upper buoy she saw 
the Normandie about opposite the Ewo 
jetty, and then gave one blast of her 
whistle, to signify that she was going to 
keep her starboard side of the channel. 
‘Those on board the Pekin would depose 
they heard one whistle given by the 
Normandie in answer, and the helm of 
the Pekin was ported, her engines were 
slowed, and she ‘came along slowly under 
her port helm. The Normandie still came 
‘on, so the Pekin blew one: whistle once 
more and the engines were stopped. ‘The 
Normandie still came on and, when the 
vessels. were about a ship's length apart, 
the captain of the Pekin gave the order 
full speed astern and brought his vessel 
almost to a standstill. But the Nor- 
‘mandie came on and crashed right into the 
port bow, cutting in a distance of about 
ten ‘feet. Afterwards, the Normandie 
went to'the Old Dock, and the captain of 
the Pekin, finding the state of his. vessel 
beached her on the Garden spit. Evidence 
would be*called which would show that 
it would have been impossible for such 
a cut to have been made whilst the 
Normandie wes stationary on the water 
and that the Pekin came up'and did 
all the damage by her own speed. He 
would call attention to the fact that the 
Pekin was a paddle steamer with large 
floats of about 10 ft. by 4 ft. three floats 
being in the water at a time. Such a vessel 
could be stopped with the greatest ease ; 
even if the paddles. were ‘stationary the 
effect of the: three floats in the water on 
either side would diminish thevessel’s speed 
very considerably, and if her engines were 
reversed when travelling at full speed the 
vessel could: be stopped in about a length 
and a half. Captam Dobie, who was on 
the Yuenfah at the time of the collision and 
saw the vessels approaching, would give 
evidence to the effect that there was 
plenty of room for the two steamers to pass 
port to port. ‘The captain of the Normandie 
made a mistake in not porting his helm 
when he was opposite the Peking Road, 
and taking the wrong side of the channel. 
The only other thing’ he need touch upon 
was.that when the engineer’s and deck logs 
were compared it would be found the 
orders did not coincide. The explanation 
was that the vessel was constantly passing 
through shipping and so many orders were 
given that it was utterly impossible for 
them all to be logged. Apart from that, 
according to the plaintifis’ own case, 
he should be able to show that the 
times they gave as occupied by the Pekin 
going from the Old Dock buoy to the point 
of collision represented 43 minutes, being 
taken up in.doing 600 yards—that was to 
say, the Pekin was going at the rate, over 


the ground of 3} knots an hour, which 
with a 2 knots tide represented only 1} 
knot, in fact, according to the evidence 
given by the Normandie, the Pekin seemed 
fo have been creeping along. “ 

Captain Robert Downie, master of the 
Pekin, was then called and examined. 
After describing his vessel as being 300 
feet long, he said he had been in and out 
of Shanghai for fifteen years, and had been 
master of the Pekin for four years, He 
left Ningpo on the 2nd.of April, with a 
general cargo, 419 Chinese and 5 foreign 
passengers. He cleared the Woosung Bar 
at about 4 o'clock the next morning, the 
signals showing 17 ft. and no rise of water. 
The first officer and part of the crew 
were on the forecastle head, witness and 
the second officer on the bridge, and a 
quartermaster at the helm. Coming up 
the river, a little below Boyd’s New Dock, 
he gave the order to the engine-room 
“‘stand-by,” the effect of which was to reduce 
the steam and the speed of the vessel con- 
siderably, so that she would not be going 
more than seven knots. He came up on the 
Pootung side of the buoys, the channel being 
beautifully clear without even a sampan, 
Itlooked likea holiday in Shanghai, and the 
morning was fine. There were afew junks 
at anchor off the Pootung Point, but not at 
allin the channel, Looking across the land 
he saw a steamer coming down, and he 
imagined her to be by the naval buoys, about 
mid-channel. When witness arrived ab 
the Old Dock buoy he saw the Normandie 
about abreast of the Ariel and Yuenfah 
hulks, and it looked as if she were going to 
hug ‘the Pootung Point, Witness at 
this point gave the order for one whistle 
to be blown, to go slow, and to port 
alittle. ‘Those orders were duly executed, 
and he at once noticed the change 
in the speed of his vessel. He had never 
seen a vessel coming down as the Normandie 
appeared to be doing, so he thought 
he would keop on his’ own course, At, 
the very instant the Pekin’s whistle was 
blowing, witness saw steam coming from 
the Normandie’s whistle, and he heard one. 
blast. After passing the buoy, the Pekin 
came in a little towards the Shanghai side. 
The next order given by witness was to 
blow one whistle, and stop the engines, 
‘That was obeyed. Meanwhile the Normandie 
steered over towards the Shanghai side 
and then came on. Witness then gave, the 
order to go full speed astern, and blew.a 
long blast, The Normandie was then 
about 300 feet away. Witness illustrated 
with the models the way in which the two 
vessels collided, the blow being struck 62 
feet from the stem, and making a cut abreast 
the fore hatch about 5 feet deep. ‘It was 
acleancut, and the Normandie appeared 
to be travelling very rapidly. As near as 
could be the Pekin had stopped. The scene 
of the collision was opposite the Japanese 
Consulate, about 200 feet from the shore, 
Roughly ‘speaking, from three to four 
minutes elapsed from. the time of the 
first whistle being blown to the collision. 
The tide was about an hour and a 
half after high water; in the centre of 
the river there would ‘be a tide of about 
three-quarters or a knot, whilst on the 
Pootung shore the ebb ‘was making. If 
the Pekin had let go an anchor when near 
the Old Dock buoy she would have swung 
round and been struck in the stern. -After 
the accident witness beached his vessel on 
the Garden spit. Subsequently the captain 
of the Normandie went on board the Pel:in 
and “said to witness he (Captain Berg) 
was very sorry ; he was the captain of the 
other steamer and was to blame. Witness 
said the company’s representative was on 
| board and he would find him. Witness 
| found Mr. Bois who went down to Captain 
| Berg who was then with Messrs, Melchers’ 
| representative. Witness did not hear what 
‘ transpired, but he spoke to Captain Berg 
later. He said : “Well, Captain, how did 
, it happen ; it wasa beautiful clear morning 
jand we had the whole of the river to 
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éursélves?” Captain Berg said he put his 
helm hard aport and went full speed 
astern with his ‘‘wheel”—which witness 
understood to mean propeller—but the 
ship went the wrong way. Owing to 
being a paddle steamer, the Pekin could 
have way taken off when going full speed 
in about a ke and a half. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Hanson—The 
extreme beam of the Pekin was 70 feet. 
Before the order ‘‘stand by” was given the 
Pekin was going about 9 knots. She fact 
of the Pekin’s whistle being blown simul- 
taneously with the Normandie’s might 
account for only one whistle being heard. 
‘Augustus Skillen, second officer of the 
Pekin, holding a master’s certificate and 
with about 24 years’ experience of the 
Whangpoo river, said that at the time 
of the collision he was on duty on the 
bridge with the captain ; the chief officer 
and half the crew on the forecastle 
and a quartermaster was at the wheel. 
At the New Dock the usual order to 
‘stand by was given. ‘The tide was a slow 
flood of about a knot and a half, and 
at the sides perhaps on the ebb. When 
first seen from the Pekin the Normandie 


seemed more on the Pootung side of the | her 


channel and then she came over somewhat 
towards the Yuenfah. ‘The channel was 
perfectly clear, only a few small junks at 
Anchor off the Poottng Point. "Witness 
corroborated the captain regarding the 
orders given on. tho Pekin, and said that 
as they proceeded they Heard a single 
blast ef the whistle from the Normandie, 
which was answered by one. whistle 
on. the Pekin. Immediately after the 
Pekin’s engines were stopped, and opposite 
the Japanese wharf the order. was given 
full speed astern, Just after the vessels 
struck, the Normandie being about six points 
on the port bow. The latter seemed to be 
travelling at hor full speed. Hee saw no one 
fom tho forecastle head of the Normandie, but 
he saw two foreigners on the bridge. Assum- 
ing she had not collided with the Pekin, 
tie Normandie the way she came round 
Pootung Point would have gone into the 
Japanese whart,” The Pekin could be very 
muickly stopped on account of her : 
‘Tho hole mate in the Pekin was a V-shaped 
one about 8 ft. below the water-line and 
futting into the main deck about 7 ft. 

Upon resuming aftor the midday ad- 
journment, 

‘Gaptain "William Dobie was called and 
examined. -He said he lived on the Yuenfak 
hulk and on the morning of the 3rd of April 
he heard some whistling and looked out of 
the window. Ho saw the Normandie be- 
tween the P. & O. jetty and the Nanking 
Fond jetty, and the Pekin coming up about 
possing the Old Dock buoy. He saw the 
Eeam from the latter's whistie, followed by 
one blast. He heard no more whistling when 
im his room, ‘The Normandie was steer 
for aes end of the Jay = wharf anc 
the Pekin was paying off, het head going to 
Marboard, "He did Bob notice much difler- 
ence in the head of the Normandie, but 
fast before the collision she went a little to 


rt. y 
Pots. Platt-—When you first saw these two 
vessels was it possible for the Normandie to, 
pass on the port side of the Pekin? 

‘Witness—I have seen the mancuvre 
done very frequently. I think if the Nor- 
mandie had gone to starboard they would 
have passed safely. I could not judge the 
speed of the Normandie. 

Cross-examined—There were some Ningpo 
ballast junks at anchor by the Pootung 
Point, but not many. There would be 
more at the flood tide than at other times. 
Supposing the Pekin had not paid off to 
starboard, ‘but had come straight on, she 
would have kept more in the middle of the 
channel. After passing the Yuenfah the 
Normandie kept a straight course. 

Darey Heron, first: officer of the Pekin, 
deposed that he had held a chief;mate's 
certificate for ten years, and had been up 
and down the Whangpoo River for about five 














years. When they crossed the bar witness 
‘was on duty on the forecastle head with half 
the crem. “Ele went below, and cams on deck 
again before arrivingatthe New Dock, taking 
up his place on the forecastle head,” When 
abreast of the Old Dock buoy he saw a 
steamer the other side of Pootung Point, 
and the Pekin reduced her speed to slow. 
He heard a whistle from the Normandie, 
and the Pekin also blew one blast, very 
nearly at the same time. After blow~ 
ing one whistle the Pekin’s head went 
a little to starboard, and the captai 

gave the order to stop.. The Normandie 
meanwhile was coming on, and ‘when 
she was off the Garden, the Pekin went 
full speed astern. The Pekin was as near 
as possible at a dead stop at the time of 
the collision, whilst the Normandie seemed 
to be going about four or five knots. He 
saw no-one on the fore-deck of the Nor- 
mandie, and he believed that if she had let 
go an anchor she could have averted the 
collision. ‘The tide ‘was running slack 
flood about a knot an hour. It would have 
been no use for the Pekin to let go an 
anchor as she would have swung ucross 
and blocked the channel. On account of 
large paddles the Pekin could be easily 


stoy 

Grose-axamined—He had seen vessels 
take either channel coming in or going out. 
Between the stoppage of the Pekin’s 
paddles and the order to go astern about a 
Ininute elapsed. 

By the Assessor—The Normandie's 
whistle appeared to be full of water when 
it was first being blown. 

John Sharples, chief engineer of the 
Pekin, was called to produce the engineer's 
Jog-book. He said it was hard to give any 
time when tho orders were received, as 
coming through the shipping the telegraph 
was constantly ringing. About a minute 
elapsed between the order to go astern and 
the shock of collision. 

"This concluded the evidence, and the 
Court rose for the day. 

2st May. 


Upon the case being resumed, 

Mr. Platt, in addressing the Court on 
behalf of the defendants, said, as his Lord- 
ship had observed at the beginning of the 
suit, there was very little difference be- 
tween the facts which led to the collision 
as set out in the two preliminary acts, and 
therefore it had not been necessary for 
him (Mr. Platt) to bring forward 
deal of evidence which he was prepared 
with. He would first of all confine his 
remarks to the case made out by the 
Normandie and treat it as though no 
evidence had been given on behalf of the 
Pekin, and he would show from that point of 
view, the most favourable to the Normandie, 
that she alone was responsible for the 
collision. Going through the evidence 
given by Captain Berg, the learned advocate 
contended that the first mistake he made 
was in starboarding his helm when he saw 
the Pekin approaching, instead of porting 
and passing the Pekin port to port, as he 
should have done. By starboarding he 
infringed Article 21 of the Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions atSea, which provides 
that in narrow channels a steamship should, 
where safe and practicable, keep on the 
Hiarboard side of the channel, ff, on the 
other had, he considered it dangerous for 
him to try to pass the Pekin port to 
port he should have dropped his anchor 
and waited until the course was clear for 
him to take his proper channel. After 
going through the evidence given by the 
officers of' the Normandie regarding the 
ship's movements, Mr. Platt referred to 
the rather mysterious Captain Merlees who 
was on board as a er for Foochow, 
and who was in his bunk at the time the 
collision took place. He did not seem to 
have gonie to Foochow yet, butstill remained 
in Shanghai. It may have been the collision 
put him off going. . Regarding the nature of 
the cut made in the Pekin, it was evident 
that the Normaridie must have run into her 





‘ata fair rate of speed. If the Normandie 
had been stationary and the Pekin. coming 
‘on, the blow, would have been aslanting one 
and the after part of the Pekin would have 
been torn away. It was farmore likely, in 
view of the evidence, that the Pekin was 
stationary and the Normandie came along 
and did the damage. The Pekin’s eviderice 
showed there was no one on the forecastle 
of the Normandie, and that had there been 
on officer there it would have been easy for 
him to drop an anchor and prevent the 
collision. ‘Taking the whole of the evidence 
into consideration he asked the Court to 
find the Normandie solely to blame. 

Mr. Hanson, replying for the plaintiffs, 
said amongst the regulations which they 
were ch: with disobeying was Article 
16 of the Regulations for Preventing Colli- 
sions at Sea regarding crossing ships, aud 
also Article 21, which provided for vessels 
Keeping to the starboard side in’ narrow 
waters. He ‘did not deny that both of 
those Articles applied in the present case, 
and that it was the duty of the Normandie, 
having the Pekin on her starboard bow, 
to keep out of her way. It had been urged 
that, under Article 21, the Normandie 
ought to have kept out of the way 
by going to the starboard side of the 
channel, but that Article had an im- 
portant proviso, that she should take that 
course when it was safe and practicable. 
‘The evidence given for the Normandie 
‘showed that the captain did not consider 
that course was safe and practicable. Mr. 
Platt seemed to wish to make a great point 
that when the Normandie first sighted the 
Pekin, the captain could not look down and 
see the channel. That was so ; all he could 
see was a broad ship coming up and the 
junks off the Pootung Point, and he con 
Sidered it would not be safe or practicable 
to take that channel. It appeared from 
the evidence in the case that there were 
two channels in the river, the inner, or 
Shanghai side, and the outer, or Pootung 
side, and that vessels were accustomed to 
come Soom either. The Pekin, apparent- 
ly, chose the outer channel; the captain 
said the whole river was clear, and there 
was no evidence given to show why he 
did not come up the Shanghai side, 
which, he (Mr Hanson) submitted would 
have ‘been the proper one for him to 
take. But if he elected to take the 
outer channer, surely the captain of the 
Normandie had a right to go down the 
other channel, particularly mean tine cap- 
tain though it would be the safest and most 
practicable one for her to take. He sub- 
mitted that Article 22 applied to the pre- 
sent case, and that it was the duty of the 
Normandie to keep out of the way of the 
Pekin, whilst it was the latter's duty to 
continue her course. Captain Dobie’s evi- 
dence as that of an independent witness 
was particularly valuable, and it showed 
that if the Pekin had continued her course 
when he first saw her she would have 
rounded the Pootung Point and passed the 
Normandie in safety. If the Pekin did not 
keep her course she must be held, if not 
wholly, then at any rate pa_ially to blame, 
unless she could show that such default 
could not have contributed to the collision. 
She chose the outer channel and practically 
came into the inner one, thereby preventing 
the Normandie taking the inner. If the 
Pekin had continued her course rounding the 
Point there would have been no collision. 
‘Assuming that she acted with the best 
intention and tried to assist the Normandie, 
still she would be wrong ; that was to say, 
she tried to get out of the way of the Nor- 
mandie instead of continuing her course. In 
regard to the charge against the Pekin that 
she did not obey Article 15 it must be re- 
membered that she should have not only 
stopped, ‘but reversed, which she neglected 
todo. 











‘This concluded the arguments, and 
His Lordship. announced that judgment 
would be reserved. - 
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A CLEAN CUT INDIVIDUAL OPINION, 
BOLDLY EXPESSED. 


At:is‘for this reason ‘that an vssertion like 
‘the following sticks up above the dead level 
‘of ‘our atupid talk, and becomes noticeable 
“ When I enthow pale I had grown I said to 
myself, it was because something had: gone out 
‘of my blood.” 

. )1 that. is a’ statement with the seeds 
in it. . Suppose we follow it up by 
quoting the-rest of the letter: which contains 
it. 











In December, 1890, says the writer: “*y 
fell into a poor state of health. I was tired, 
“Janguid, and ‘weary without any -appareat 
“cause: "My appetite left'me, and’ all focd, 
‘even'the lightest and einiplest kinds, cxused 
-Wme -grodti-pain in ‘the. chest and ‘stomach. 
‘When iva thow pale I had grown I eaid to 
myself it was: because ‘something ‘had gone 
‘out of my blood. 

Then: my ‘sleep was broken, and night 
after :night { scarcely ‘cloved -my: eyes. It 
wasn't, long before ‘T became so weak and 
dejected that I took no interest in things 
around me. I was so nervous that common 
Sounds annoyed end) worried me; even the 
noises made by my own children in their talk 
cad.at thelt pa 

‘There was. a disgusting taste in my 
‘mouth ; it made me sick, and ofte gave me 
it ri When I saw 












‘as thoug! away 
T wondered how they could do it: For myself 
Zicould eat hardly anything. Food went 
against me, and I. turned away from it; us 
one turos from smells or sights that are 
offeusive,. And yet I knew, whab.everyoue 
knowe, that without sufficient food the body 
Janguishes and weakens. - And such was the 
case me-as month after month went 


by. 

“cDuriog' all this time, ‘ed full of pain'and 
‘iscouragement, I was attended by a doctor 
who did what ‘he could to relieve me, but 
swithott success. I do not say he did not 
understand my ‘complaint ; for may he not 
have understood it without having the means 
‘of curing it? 

‘The answer to the: lady's questions is: 

Yes, easily.enough... All intelligent, studious 
doctors “understand” consumption, cholcra, 
cancer, &c., Without (as yet) having the means 
of curing them. There is usi 
between the discovery of a 
toxupply it. 

“Twill now,” continaes the letter, “tell 
ow how T came to be cared. In Ay 

réad in ‘a smalt book or pamphlet 
Mother Seigel’s Syrup. ‘Ihe book ssid the 
‘Syrup waa certain remedy ‘for al diseases 
‘bf the’ stomach, indigestion in every form, 
and dyspepsia ;'and it alo said that’ most, of 
tho complaints we suffer from are caused by 
that. On ooking over the symptoms described 






















in the ‘took, und comparing them with my 
‘own, I saw’ plainly that my ailment was 
Ayapepsia, 


“We serit ‘immediately for a bottle of this 
rivditine, ‘and after taking it afew days £ 
begat ito feel better. In a very short time, 
“By. keéping on with the Syrup according to 
‘the directions, I could eat. without pain or 
distress, and digest my food. 1 also slept 
souiidly ‘and tiaturally. Then my strength 
canig back and with it the colour to my face 
In: short, after a few weeks’ use of Mother 
igel's, Syrup, I was hearty and strong as 

ever, And I should be indeed ungrateful if I 
were not willing that others should have the 

Denefit of my experience. You are therefore 

‘roe to print my letter if you think it will be 
‘uveftl. (Signed) {Mrs.) M. Traran, Marton, 
Linevin, April 24 1895.” 
‘simply desire to say-to Mrs Traran that 
ker ‘idea about the blood is a perfectly correct 
one. All: our food (the digestible part of it) 
is turned. into blood, and in that sbape it 
vfeeds-the entire body. ‘When the blood gets 
thia ‘and poor (lacking in nourishment), we 
Jose: flesh, und. grow:feeble and pale. And 
‘the cause of the: blood getting thin and poor 
indigestion,. or dyspepsia. How easy this 
is tocunderstand when once ‘you get hold of 
the right end of"it. Mother Seigel's ‘Syrup 
hhas ‘the peculiar power ‘to-oorrect what is 
wrong about the digestion, and thus enable> 
the digestive machinery to ‘mike ‘gooti-rich 
blood.” Which is life and health-and bekaty. 
(2) 15,22 & 29my 954 























Miscellaneous Entelligence. 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 


BIRTHS. 
Oc the 10th’ April, at Abercorn, Upper 
| Tooting, Loudon, the wifeof R. §. Fouroscr, 
of a danghter. 
At No. 10, Carter Road, on the 20th iastant, 
Sirs. Mane Roxpe, of a son, 


MARRIAGES. 

At Shangbai, on the 20th of May, 
1896, at H.B.BI.’s Consulate-General by Sir 
Nicholas J. Hanuen, Consul-Geoeral, and 
afterwards at Trinity Cathedral by the Rev. 
H.C Hodges, -M.A., Eprrt May, daughter 
of J. A. Stewanr, of Shangbai, 19 Wmutzant 
Bawponp, eldest ton of ‘the late “Gronor 
‘Cuestuam, of -Eccles, near ‘Manchester. 
No.cards. 

At Shanghai, on the 20th of May, ‘at the 
Imperial German Consulate-General, by Dr. 





Briiverion. 
sky clots og ual 
‘a alaty (hat) 0, Ovatenafu); fran? 
thunder 2. eaim.” Forge from i ‘to 1% 











PRICE ov'rum NORTH:CHINA HERALD 












'O. Staebel, Cousul-General; and afterwards " 3 
by Pastor H, Hackmans, Theol. Lic, atthe] MC S.C 4 0. CA ZEIT A Pet An. 
Union Church, Cras, third daughter of A.} - hms ‘Mouths, 30—ail nlabie iy ad: 





Krxcnxsn, Esq. Shanghai, to WicHELa 
Scwrameter, Phil Dr., Int ter to the 
German Consulate-General, of 





vince.” Crelit’price; Tis.18.16 per Annum, 

Subscriptions will be corisidered as renewed 

unless tlotive'to the contrary be given before 
DEATH. the expiry of the curront term. 

At the British Consulate-General, Shanghai, | SUBSCRIPTIONS. ‘received, “‘nnd ' Single 
oti the 18th instant, ManGaner, the beloved | Copies svldy'by Messrs; Srast'& Co., 
wife of George Jamresox, H.B.M.’s Consul, 30, ‘Cornhill, 

‘aged 47 "years, * LONDON (:6.0.) 


hai. 


























ie 
Hy Avenue Mettiquoii se ig 


WORKS IN CIITO"E? |) 
at Bordvarx (BACA LZ N}L arc, 
a eal Loivan (D¥LB) tein 
as pata z dite era 
Railways and Tramways, Plant and Rolling Stock, Carriages and'Weqyor's. Wher} 
Wheels and Axles combined, Permanent Bridges tor Railways; Pérstiabént tnd! 
jortables (démontables) Bridges for Roads, Girde's. and’'metallic ‘Franits,! 
Sfeam Launches and Steamboats. Boilers and Steam Engines, Dredgers, a 


CONTRACTORS fe SI Lie Lacan 
for Constructing 


and Working 
ARailvay ef Trxnvays 
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22nd-May, 1896, 
BRAND 


CONDENSED MI 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed. to 
contain all the cream of the ‘original-‘milk. 
In the process of manufacture: nothing’ but 
q water is removed, nothing..but -the. best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced ‘brands: from which ‘the 
cream-has ‘been ‘:abstracted, and: ask -for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the’ best’ forall 








purposes. seat os hove fe 
Lth April, 1895. 
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66a Oy Devt SHANGHAI DISTRICT, 
> oa igs LOCAL NOTICE TO: MARINERS No. 82. 
m Blasting Opervtions on wre 
BOILED Gs work Pricantionsto be 
a aa taken by passing tessels, 
‘OTICE is hereby gi: hat blasti 
for the opetatinns for’ the ‘removal of, the 


TOILET. | 82k of the steamship Onreo nill be com- 
VINOLIA SOAP 


menced on or about the 23rd instant, and, 
IS A REFINED Soar. 


whilst this work is going on [which-will be 

. two re flags vertically] all steam -veasels of 

_— whatever size xre requested to gu'as slowly 

It keeps the complexion fresh as possible when nearing and passing the 

iat ae, wreck in order ‘to avoid: causing surge: 
nde and endangering life. 

LNo‘ other ‘soap has received ? TH, E. COCKER, 

7 ‘ B Actg. Deputy Harbour Master:. 

ich high ‘awards and reports as ‘ppseat P 


iudicated by « boat near the.wreek flying 
VINOLIA SOAP. Ls. ROCHER, 
7 


Commissioner of Customs. 
FACE SPOTS| Custom House, 
Shanghai, ist May,'1896, . 28my'1225: 


North German Fire Insurance 
Company of Hamburg. 













































FOR ITCHING -~ 
FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 


FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 





E chavo this day . beer appointed 
Agents and are: prepared to accept 
‘Risks at Current Rates. 
FACE SPOTS SIEMSSEN & Co. 


19ju 1205. Shanghai, 17th May, 1896, 








FOR ITCHING 





FACE SPOTS 


POR IECHING 4 — 
Ryland Road, COMMERCIAL UNION: ASSURANCE 











FOR ITCHING Lonpon, WY Wea FACE SPOTS COMPANY “LIMITED. 
For Itching, Sunburn, 8 & 20, CORNAILL, LOY pow, 
FOR’ ILOHING Insect Bites.Rash &. FACE'SPOTS OAPLTAL,—£2,600,6',90, 


T]VEM undersigned, Agente!” oF the Above 

‘The ‘Hditor. Baby” reports. For acne spots on the face it is undoubtedly efficacious Company, ate prepared * « geonpt Rinkn 

frequently healing eruptions and ear mreg afew days. It relieves itching at once.” | nyainat Fire at onrrent tater , 

VINOLIA; SOAPS:—All prices. VINOLIA SHAVING STICKS and CAKES and], yy te eas acks 
VINOLIA ‘POWDER (for the Complexion.) Mee 0. 

13ju-06 154 3 Lath June, 1895. ' -19ap-96 cia. 6 Sliarigh 








+15th' Deo, 1888. 





COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


(From Messrs, Nodl, Murray d: Co. Piece Goods Trade Report of 72nd May..) 


PIECH GOODS.—Buying has continued during the week on a heavy scale.and the aggregate has amounted to some thousands of bales, 
buat It Is diffleait to tell exactly what has been done, as sales have been reported irregularly, b oth buyers and sellers very naturally” 
preferring to keep particulars to themselves. ‘Tientsin dealers have been the priocipal buyers, and attention has chiefly been paid to 
8.41, Grey Shirtings, English and American Sheetings and G4-reed White Shirtings, but at tte same time there has been some welcome 
enquiry for English Drills. A fow good lines of Prints have been sold for Szecnves and TreY rsrs, but Dyed and other Fancy Goods are 
ure quiet and difficult to move. 

Clearances of the goods that aré wanted have been good, and would have been a grer.t deal better generally had not dealers been 
hampered by the excessively high interest charged by the Native Banks, but as the rate bras recently beew reduced to a moderate level 
tu better state of things may reasonably be looked for. 

News, from the outports :continue favourable; those from Tientsin as stated aboy e bein; gol, tut the Harhkow dealers éppear to 
have withheld their orders rather too long and allowed the Northern dealers to havr: their fall share of importers attention during 
the week. ‘This may account for the apparent. neglected state of 10-lbs. and 12-le. Grey Shirtings, orders for’ both of which ate, we 
believe, in the-hands of the River dealers. Chefoo continues quiet and:demand from ‘Ningpo is rates easier, 

The American markets would appear to be stronger again as business has been refused on the basis of last pr ices, while Manchester 
is reported steady. Cotton is:quoted 4444. 


Grey Shirtings.—8.4-1hs.—A large business has been done, amount 
of a portion ‘and against this we place the following quotations: —Gallip 
1.80, Blue 3 Feet, Green 2 Boys, Blue Godown, $2.05, Red Teapot $210, Blue / Boys ¥2.13, Silver Séroll $2.17 }y Blie 6 Women €2.19, 
Hagle $2.2, Blue 5 Men $2,274 and Inctian Chief $235 to'atrive. Besides the above several large lines'have b aen sold for arrival but 
Particulars ‘dre ‘not forthcoming. Prices'at action are steady, the tendency being in favor of buyers. 

S.4-Ub.' Dutch Grey Shirtings. Two sales of 1,200 pieces each are reported. Blue-Kagle at ‘$1824 and Peaco chat $190. 

Light Weights. Sales: of about 9,500 pieces are given in the following chops. 6-Ib, Galloping Horse $0.78, 6-Ib. Blue Large Dog 
‘£0.85 and 7-Ib, Steamer at 'F1.35. Prost fa epetion are ay CH fons, pate 

Heary Weights.—These are wanted for Hankow and Szechuen, but so far the sales reported only amount : to about 12,000 pieces. 
‘The following quotations are given : Flower Chop $2.30, Double Eagle $2:323, Eajle B $2.65, Guardaman F270. and Fancy’ omwehead 
"83 At Auction Fao ‘were a little higher all round. 

12-1bs., 36-in.—There is some enquiry for these, especially for the best qualities, for. Seéchuen; but so far'th’ e sales reported are very. 
insignificant, being only 2,500 pieces, ani the quotations given are—3 Soldier C.C.C. $2.80, Soldier P.P.P, $3.15, Auctioneer XXX 
$8.50 and 9 Feather £3.33. The small quantities cold at auction brought rather better prices, 

White Shirtings.—There has been a good dewand for these daring the week, ’64-reed receiving imott attaitio d, but the sales teforted, 
55,000 picees, do not include all transactions as particulars in many. instances have been withheld. The fe. lowing quotations are to 
hand—Maceppa and Hloveer Baalet $1.87} (proportion price) Peach $1914 (re-sale), Green Cork $2.09, Blur anti” Gold Dog, Man & Tiger, 
Gold Phaniz 42.10, Red 2 Stag $2.15, Elephant: $2.20 and $2,224, Father and Children $2.30'and $2,323, Tlie’? Stag $2.32, Blue 
Stag $2.35, Gold} Eagle $2.55, Flower and Boy 2.674, Red'2 Dragon $2.75, Woman and Flower ¥2.82},9 P einyf' $200 and No. 120 
3.00. At Auctiob prices have again gone irregularly. ? 

P-Cloths.—Are very.|quict) the oaly sale reported beitig’a suiall lotlof 9.12-16s: 5 Womaii aiid Frog at'$1.95. At the-Auction rater 
much the same as:last week. en FE the 2 * 

Indiaz,—We have again to report no business in those makes, 

















about, 170,000 pieces, butt is only por mible to give particulars 
ing Horse $1.40, Silver Sycee $1.75, Blue Man and Bufalo 
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Drills —Znglish.—Enquiry for these is rather better, sales of about 2,500 pieces being reported. Wheelbarrow $2.78 and Eagle and Snake 








¥3.15. Dealers are in treaty for some large lines but so far they will not pay the prices asked. At to-day's auction the rates obtained 
show a good advance on those of last week. i 7 ; 

PN American. —Re-sales of P.N.C. are reported at F3.30 net and $3.35 less 1%. Sales of about 65,000 pieces (various chops) have been 
made to at a sterling price for arrival, the only price published being £3.15 for Piedmont. 

Shootings. English © there has bees a good emand for these from Tizststs and sales of 39,000 pieces are reported at the following 

juotations :—New Lion T2.70, Blue Horse $2.75, ‘Man's Heat $2.75, Lion and Balloon $2.80, Eayle and Fish $2,813, Horse Head 
To, Blue Unicorn T2714, Flying Horse, Warrior Head, Cock $290 and Warrior Head $2,923 to arrive. Besides the above several 
lines bave taken on a sterling basis for arrival. 
“American. —There has been an improved enquiry for these, and sales of about 100,000 pieces are to be noted as follows :—T'ro Horse 
Bosh, Bufo $2.85, Half Moon $3.04, Pahnix $3.05, Often 3.004, New Cock $3.10. Dog $220/1, Ota Liow $325 to arxivel aud 
Boott Gock $3.35. There is a quieter feeling at the élose, and it would appear that demand is fairly well satisfivd in the meantime. 

Jeans.—The week's business has confined to the Auctions, where to-day an advance of three points was obtained. 

Cotton Yarn.—Znglish—A sale of 100 bales each 2/32s. and 3/32. is reported for Blue Crown chop to arrive at $96, 

‘Tndian.—The demand from Cytes00 and Szecuves advised in our last has continued and sales amounting to 3,290 bales are reported 
as follon 

‘No. 105., 945 bales.—Jubilee Mule $53, Morarju $533 and 54, Jamshed, Sun Afill and Motilalt Spinning 35, Framjee Petit Fish, 
Imperial, James Greaver $57, Tea Carrier and Howard and Bullough $58. 

‘No, 12s., 30 bales.—City of Bombay $55.30. i Uys 

No. 16s., 625 bales —Framjee Petil Fish €57.50/58.25 Ohina Milt $64, Mf. Petit (Mule) $65.50, Britannia 65.75/65.00, Western 
India. (Pony Carriage } 66/64, Bombay Cotton (Ring) $67. ; 

‘No, 205, 1690 bales.—Mahalakxhama (5 old men Ring) $66.75, (8 old men Mule) $66,. Empress Spinning ‘$68, Dhun Mill $66.25, 
Angio- Indian (Mule) 66.25) ilee (Mule) $65.50, (Ring) $68.50, Union (woman) $67.25/66.79, Goolambaba $67, Imperial 66.50/65, 
Rizon Mill. $67, David Milt’$67,50/67.25, Connaught 68, Anglo-Indian (Ring) $68.80, Aotilall 'F68.25, Tea Carrier 68.75/68.25, 
Howard and Bollough €69.50/69. 5 

‘The market is very quiet and prices generally are lower, about £0.50 to 2.00, all round, Arrivals this week amount to 8,747 bates 
3,830 (bales per Japan: and 4,208 bales per Roxe(ta) and the the unsold stock is now estimated at 25,000 bales. 

Fancy Goods,— These are wanted for Szzcuvex and Tresrsts and a very fair business has been done in Prints, both in spot cargo and 
‘to arrive, More are wanted, but the market being distinctly strong, holders decline to go at present prices. Dyed Goods are also 
wanted for arrival, but mantfacturers are evidently too far engaged ahead to allow of their granting the shipment asked for. We hear 
of nothing doing in Turkey Reds or Mustins. 

Sootlens.—‘There has been a special enquiry for Orange Camleta and a small sls in reported privately at 12.50, Tt would appear there is 
little of this color in stock at present as some orders have to-day been submitted to Hongkong. At Auction prices are higher all round. 
A swall indent of Black Lastings No. 8 has been booked at £9.00, but beyond this we have heard of no. business outside the auctions, 
where prices aze rather lower. Spanish Stripes are unchanged. 






































Metals and Miscellaneous.—From Mr. Alex. Bielfeld’s Report of May 
reported sale of 400 tons Repoar Pic Inox No. 3 at 60/-c.i.f. and at Auction 100 piculs Old Wire at $1.40, 400 piculs Plate Cuttings 
at ¥1.00, 200 piculs Iron Wire at ¥1 109 piculs Cart at ¥1.774, 100 piculs Hoop Cuttings at ¥1.10, 150 piculs Old Bar Iron, 
at T1.974, 200 piculs Tool Steel (New) at £3.80, 1,200 piculs Bar Iron, Asso: at 2.75 to $3.00. 

Soxpates. “The following items are reported 25 canes Prussian lve at 62.00 per pic, 30 cases Lana Braid (assorted, 
No, 25 at 0.245, 50 cases Worm Tablets (Round Rottles), each 20 doz. at $0.80, 15 cases each 50 catties Gold Powder at ¥0.60, 
100 kegs te tae No. 1/25 st $4.30 per picul, 5,000 cases, 9 oz. Candles at $1.60 to 1.624, ‘to arrive,” 50 cases Tin Basins at 
at  tapot.” 
By Auctions—20 cases Hair Pins (damaged) at $2.50 to ¥2.75, 5 cases Snuff Boxes (damaj ‘£0.90, 20 cases Imitation Pearl 
(dumaged) at ¥75.00 to $150.00. pee ahs 
Opium.—Closing quotations :—Malwa (aew) $510, (old) ¥530/670; Patna $530, (new) 494; Benares ¥540, (new) F496. 


EXPORTS. 





Merars.—Quite an absence of business, excepting 





















Lae eis _ A. R. Barkill’s Circular of 21st May:--London advices to 19th current quote a dull market Gold Kilin 7/10}, Blue 
jophanta 

Naw SiLx.—Actual purchases are on a very small scale and prices are irregular. Attention is now directed almost entirely to 

Crop prospects. The weather continues extremely propitious and with very few exceptions accounts from the country agree as to a 

favourable outturo. The season is rather late but the education of the worms has been unchecked so far and the critical period is past 


in most districts, 
6 per Customs Returns, May 14th @ 20th 47 bales White, 15 piculs Yellow and 287 piculs Wild Silks. 


Arriva 
-T hear of no transactions of importance. 
21/22 in. x 70 yds. @ Tis. 13} at 14} according to quality and dre: 


Waste Srix.- 
Poxdrss.—In White Cloth some contracts have been m: 
 pictl, Yacoulay Seeling at £310. Ystuow Stux.—Mienchow at ¥2 
jssah Raw 3 at 170, 





























Parchases include :—Tsatixes.—Gold Lion at F345, 
ReneeL,—Market Crop at $310, Wino Sixx.—" 
1895. 













































i 1894-95, 1893.94. 1892-93. 1891-92. 1890-91. 
500 = 200 250 800 300 bates, 
4 +» 78,000 71,000 75,900 76,570 72,000 70,800 yy 
Stock Including Tussah +a» -9,000 5.000 5,500 1,250 3,500 2,500 4, 
Total Arrival 87,000 78.500 81,400 78,000 75,500 72,800, 
as § Including old Silk. 
Memo: White Silk to Europe averages P. 0.80 per bale. Memo: Yellow Silk to Asia averages P, 1.25 por bale. 
way America "yy 1.00". Wild, averages L004 
Yellow 5, j, Europe |, V.00 
*England. * France, de. Total Europe. America. India d Faypt. Const a Straits, Grand Total, 
Export White Silk... ..... 2,458 40,690 43,148 9,803 2,471 2,038, 57,460 bales. 
-Xellow nef 4,359 4,359 9 5,094 1,303 10,765 
y Wild) 3i5 8,638 8,953 237 2 18t 9,413), 
Total 53,687 56,460 10,063 7,587 3,522 77,638 4, 
Against in 1894-95. 47,788 50,075 9,662 7,333 2,645 69,715, 

» 1863-94. 52,554 52,777 5,204 9,495 2,922 75,398 - ,, 
Export Waste Silk. 29,718 46,901 1,747 a 987 49,635 piculr, 
Agaivst in 1894-95 24,056 39,462 ‘474 2 97 40,035, 
Export Cocoous 2,301 2,301 935 s 2172 5,408, 
Against in 1894-95 1,992 2,722 > 569 2878 6,169 5, 





Many shipments are now sent optional, Marseilles or London. 
Also 448 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London. 
vy 3,525 yy ” » Continent. 
3,973 
‘Tea.—From Hankow Tes Statistica of 16th May :—Business reported since the Llth inst, is as under :— 
898. 1895. 


it 
saya ONTOS cece SOE TE Ache 
being calcul at 3/2 per age, and 47/ ton Freight. 
febeste Te la ee = 





Settlements .. e 
Consisting of the following Teas, cost in London 





Ningchows, 18,269 at 20.00 @ 53.00 per picul = 0/8§ @ 1/68 per Ib. 
30,011 at 24.00 0 5200, 0198 168 4, 
2,558 at 16.004 18.00 4, Ofik a 0/8 4, 
17,948 at 26.00 2 40.00 OE @ 1/2) 





745 at 29.006 37.00 Olga WE sy 
255 at 23.00 ©... » OR me oe 
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The following sre statistics at date compared with the corresponding number of days from the opening of last season, viz., 9 days 

















: 1896. 1895. 1898. 1895. 
‘chests. d-chests, 
‘Hanxow Tea—Setttlements. 19,072" 196,132 Krvxwxo Tea—Settlementa 56,021 78,027 
Btock 101,443 199,763 Stock ...... 80,687 79,71 
Arrivals... 120,515 325,895 Arrivals ... 136,708 














‘The entire business to date as compared with the corresponding number of days last year is as under : 
1898. 1895. 
For London and America .. +00 



























oy Russia .. 51,093 
75,083 
Comparative quotations are as under :— 
i 1896. 1895, 1894, 

F Ningchows $20.00 @ 53.00 14,00 @ 75.00 13.00 @ 75.00 per picul: 
Ho- 17.50 @ 19.00 14.50 @ 17.25, 
Oopacks 15.25 @ 39.00 12-40 @ 33.00, 
Qonams 13.60 @ 3600 
Oonfaas 24.25 @ 56.00 
Seang-tams Buh os 1410 @ 19.95 

‘The export to date as per Customs Returns stands thus :— 
Season 1896 x 97, 


ww 1895x386. 
1894 x 92 
1893 x 94 


‘Furzours.— Vessel in port for London Oanfa rate not yet circulated, Through rate vid Shanghai at 47/6 Conference terms, 
Excuanax,—The comparative quotations are as unde 






















1895, 
On London, Bank Bills on demand.. 3/lp 
Credits, 4 months’ 3/22 
Do. 6 324 
On Shanghai, Bank Bil 3% 
f '3 days’ sight, prival 3% 
On Hongkong, Bank Bills’ on demand WZ. 294% 


lock & Co.’s Report of 22nd May :—We have nothing of particular interest to report in connection with our 
id as regards New York the rates for the renewed Conference season have not as yet been disclosed but it 
is sment will be contioued. From Hankow we shall not hear of any definite news till about the 






gh 

in almost certain that the existing 

25th instant, as the London steamer is not expected to be ready for tea much before that date, and no rate of freight has so far been 
uted. 

ano tor New York vid Suez 1d, we think, is likely to do ao till nearly the end of this month. 

Following steamers will be Hankow, Strathnevis and Glenogle, though in what order we are at present uncertain. 

For ‘Kew York vid Cape :—The 7’. F. Oakes left here for Hongkong on the 17th inst., with about 1,400 tons mixed cargo, 
the berth for the present vacant. The Standard, now due, is chartered 
quoted, though shippers may almost rely on no advance on our quotation, viz :—~20/ per ton. 

a For London vik Suez :—Though departures have been five in number it is no indication of any improvement in the quantity of cargo 
oing forward and at the moment there are the following steamers advertised for near sailing.—Ceylon 26th inst., J'edamon 30th inst., 
hengyle Bist inst., Benledi quick destatch. x 

spartures :—For London vid Suez—Afalacca vii Marseilles 12th inst., Sarpedon vii Amoy 14th inst., Java 14th inst., Clam vid 
Hamburg 20th , Ulyases vid Amoy 20th inst. 

‘For New York vid Suez —Nil. For New York via Cape—T’. F. Oakes via Hongkong 17th inst. 

Homeward rates are:—London by Conference Lines, general cargo 35s. ; Waste Silk 40s ; Tea 40s.; Northern Cont. Ports, general 
cargo 37s. 6d.; Waste Silk 40s.; Tea 40s.; New York, general cargo 40s.; Tea 40s.; New York vii London, general cargo 40s.; Tea 458 ; 
Botton, ‘general cargo 45s; Tea 60x Philadelphia, general cargo 450; Tea Ox. Above rates are subject tou deferred rearo, as per 
Conferenc jiroular. 

‘London by Sheil Line, general cargo 35s.; less 10% ; Hamburg, general cargo 31s. 6d. net ; New York, general cargo 40s, less 10%. 

Havre divect, general cargo 87s, 64 net? denon fatto 300 Ge fgeceral cargo 35e. vet ; Marecilles, ‘Tollow 23. 62.5 geoerat pols 
‘35s, net. 428. 6d. per ton of 20cwt. for above three (sir . 

New York by Sail 20s. nominal ; New York by ific Lines, little doing. 

Coast Rates are :—Moji to Shanghai $1.20 per ton coal ; Nagasaki to Shanghai $1.20 per ton coal. 

sngaged vessel —Paul Revere, Am. ship, 1,657 tons register; Topgailan:, Am. bq. 1,166 tons register ; Eclipse, Am. 
ship, 1,496 tons register ing Cyrrus, Am. sch. 667 tons wr ; Alex. McNeill, Am. bq. 1,049 tons register ; Katie inyer, Am. 
sch, 425 tons register. 

Coal. From Messrs, Wheelock & Co.’s Report of 22nd May :—Jaray.—There is little or nothing for us to chronicle during the past 
fortnight, practically no business has been done, Some of our largest operators took advantage of the dullness and paid a long visit 
to Ningpo whero they were busy “Chin chinning Joss a usual custom about this time of year. ‘They have now returned and itis to 














vi 
load after discharge of inward cargo, but as yet no rate is 








































be hoped that things may become a little more lively. 
Ganprrr :—Is not enquired for and no likelihood of any demand for some time. 
Syoxex ‘At present the market is in a very depressed state deliveries being exceptionally poor. ‘There is a ramour 





amongat the Natives that a fairly large quantity of Kaiping has been contracted for which they thivk will serve their purpose equally 
4s well as the Australian product, especially at present prices. 
Quotations :—The undernoted figures are based on the most recent settlements for cargoes to arrive and do not represent the 
present market rates for coals in stock which fluctuate with the supply and demand. 


Cardiff, ex godown -¥10.50 per ton,nominal) Japao, Miiké Lamp, ex godown 
u, 














American Anthracite, ex shi adit 3h MODE ae gs » cy Small, 4, 
Sydney Wollongong, steamer cargo ex godown 9.00 5, sales. 3 ma, 
Japan, Takasima Lump, ex godown 5.75) 4, mone. 2 Meniji, 
” » Small, Cd x» Obnoura, 
3) NamaztaLump, 5, » nominal; }; Kanada 
oom Dusty ” 3 Akaike. 
Arrivals during the fortnight have beon:—Mixed Japan, 4,020 tons; Shakano, 2,000 tons; Akaike Lump, 1,384 tons; Kaiping 





Dust, 1,400 tons; Namazuta Dust, 1,440 tons ; total, 10,244 tons. 


Kerosene O1l.—Basiness has not been very large the last to wesks entirely owing to the very small wlocks we now have especially in 
‘Devoes; if some of the vessels, that are due at any moment, do not turn up the market will, in a very few days, be entirely bare of 
stocks." The few transactions which have taken place have been at a slightly lower rate, Devoos selling at £1.70 per case and Rossian 
1 F1.62} per caso. steamer cargo of the latter quality has been sold to arrive at Z1.62 per case, but things aro slightly weaker. 
‘The only arrival is the tank steamer Clam on the 12th inst. with the equivalent of 95,000 cases Russian. 

Our stocks including above arrival now amount to 47,000 cases American and about 98,000 cases Russian. 
Quotations—Devoe's $1.70 per case, one month's prompt, sales, 
Batoum .. 
nm Balk 
Langkat 
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Exchange. 
‘sight 


{Closing Rates)—On London—Telegraphic Transfers, 3s. 034. Banks Bills, demand, 3s. Ofd, Banks Bills 4 months? 
Od; First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 mouths’ sight, 3s. O84. ; 6 months’ sight, 38. O7. Private and Documentary; 4 
Trinh’ sight, 3s. 034. 3 6 months’ sight, 3s. 0fd. On Frauce-—Bank Bills, demand, Fes. 3.60; Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 moaths? 








sight, 284 6 monthe’ sight, 3.86. On Germany—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, Marks 3.19, lowest 3.11, highest 3.13, 
Ob New York, Credits and Documentary Pills, ¢ months sight, S133, lowest 12, highest 153. 'On Hongkong—Telegrapbic Transfers, 
7}, lowest. 72}, highest 72} per$100; Private Bills, 3 days’-sight, S71, lowest 712, highest 71f. On Yokohama—Telegraphic 
Translers-S73h, lowest 734, highest 734 per $100. Private Bills, 15 days’ ight, $72, lowest 728, highest 723. On Bombay and 
Caleutta--Telegraphio ‘Transfers, Rai. 262, lowest 962, highest 264° per’ 100.’ Bank ‘Bills. demand, Rs.’2624, lowest 2624, highest 2644. 
Galtion Gold Bare, Shanghai, 98 touch, $320.50, lowest 318.50, highest 321.00. Silver Bars, 111.1, lowest 111-10, highest 111.20. 
Mexican dollars, (025, lowest 72.875, highest. 73.3. Carolus dollars, £96.00, lowest. 95.00, highest 96.00 nom; Copper Cash 1,200, 
Jowest 1,190, highest 1,210 per tael. Chinese Interest, mace 2.30, lowest 2.00, highest 8.00. Bar Silver in London, per oz. Slvx, lowest 


Shyp, highest 314. 























‘ Damx Quoratioxs. 
(From Messrs Morriss, Fergusson & Robertson's Circular.) 





Ox Loxpos. | Fraxce. 








Francs 4 m/s. 


IL'don.| ‘T/Tranafers...| .Bank 4 m/s. | credits 4.m/s. | Docty. 4 m/s, ‘and 6 do. 








Lowest, “Hixheet|Lowest, Highest. Lowest, Highest.\Lowest. Highest.” Lowest. ighest, 


1 





i 
Be} 3.03 3:0h°| 3.0: 9.08 | 3.07 3.02" 30z 3.2 '3.86/3.87, 3.97/3.99-313 12 73% | 9633 
Sits Be “set Sch 2.08 |2.0f 3.02 | 3.07 3.0% 3,86/3:87 “3.86/3.88 3.12 — 132) 783 | 263 
Sig's | 2.07 8.08] 30} 3.0} | BOF B08 | 202 BOF |8.85/9.86 5.80/8:88. 1324: 78% | 2624 
Siyty | 3.03) 30g | 3.02 3.0h | 3.0} ~ 3.02 | 3.08. 3.0% |3.84/3.86 3.86/3.88; 3. 133 262 
Biy's | 8.03" 308, | 3.03 3.0, |3.0 3.0F 3.08 3.03 [3.84/3.85 9.86/3.88.3.12., 133 73% | 262 





[ty | 3.04. 3.03 | 3.0% 3.03 | 3.0g__ 3.08 | 3.02 3.03 _|3.89/8.85 3.99/3.86 9.12 183 _|_ 724 |_ 734 | 262 











Shares.—From Messrs, J. P. Bisset & Co.'s Report 21st of May 


Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghai Banking: Corporation.— Cash shares were placed on the 16th at 185:per-cent. premium, On the 20th 
shares were purchased from Hongkong at 286 per cent. premium, for delivery on 30th June. Shares are offering at 185 in Hongkong. 
National Bank of China, and Bank of China and Japan.—Nothing doing in either stock. 


Suevrso, Indo-China $. N. shares have been dealt in to a considerable extent, at $48 to $484. cash, £484 and $49 for May, and ‘F504 
and $70 from Hongkong, for Sist August. Telegraphic advices report that a dividend of 8 per cent. will be paid., Chin Afutual’ S. NV. Co. 
Preference shares have changed hands in. Hongkong at £8.5.0 to £8.10.0 closing with buyers at £8.50. Ordinary shares are offering A. 
wale’ of Hongkong, Canton ond Macao Steamboat shares, to Hongkong, at $34 is reported from Hongkong. Douglas Steamahip. shares havo 
advanced there to $56, at which shares changed hands. ; 


Docks.—Beveral: transactions: are reported in S. O. Farnham d Co, shares at ‘$205 cash and §207} for 90m June. Hongkong and 
Whampoa Dock shares are quoted in Hongkong 182 per cent premium, with buyers. 


‘Mantxg Insvnaxcy.—North Chinas have been sold, and are offering, at $205. Unions are guoted'in Hongkong: $222.50, with ‘sales, 
Fanges Tneuranee hares are weak With sellera at $1474. Straits have beon placed at $284 cash, $20} for May, $294 for July aud $92 for 
Devember. 


owe epee ‘business is reported on our market, in the absence of buyers. Hongkongo aro: offering in Hongkong at $335 and 
nas Bt Pe. 


Wuanrs.—Shanghai & Hongkeo Wharf shares have been sold at £126, and Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf'and Godoun, shaves were 
placed to Hongkong at $46, 


Svcans,—Peral: Sugar Refining shares changed hands’ at ¥453 to $46 cash, and ¥474 for July. China Sugar ‘Refiiing shares were 
purchased from Hongkong at $120 for July, $122 for August, and $126 for October. 
Lacons are wanted in Hongkong at $60; ‘There are local sellers at $02. 

















Laxs.— Shanghai Land Investment shares were aod at X60 and 82 for, 730 and fully paid up shares renpetively. Hongkong Lavd 
Investment shares are wanted in Hongkong at $714. Humphrey? Ewate and Finance shates are enquired for-at $9.40. 


IpusrRIAL.—Major Brothers shares have changed hands at T42. 





Miscrttaxrovs.— Shanghai Waterworks shares bave found purchasers at ¥2574 and F266, Shanghai-Sumatra. Tobacca shares changed 
hands at 3120 cash, at which they are offering, and. $125 for Lith July. Shaxghai-Langkad: Tobacco shares have been sold ut irregular 
prices,.%475 to T55i for ensh, F575 for 31st May, ¥675 for lst July, and 600 and, $700 for 3ist August. Shanghai Horse. Baraar. shares 
were old at ‘$66, and Hall d Holt= shares at $34 cash avd $364 for August. A. 8, Watson & Co., Ld.—The General Manager's report 
nd statement of accounts for 1895 were presented and passed at the meeting of, shareholders held in Hongkong yesterday. The net 

rofits, after writing off $4,868.53 for depreciation, amount to $67,402.25, equal to 11.23 per cent. on the Capital, us against 8.75: per cent, 
in 1804," Ingluding a balance of $7,613:19 from the previous year, and deducting $30,000 paid as an interim dividend of 5 per cent. paid ii 
November inst, ‘there was s balance of $49,019.44 to be dealt with. A final dividend af 6 per cent. was declared, $7,000 were ca 
the credit of Reserve Fund, and $8,015.44 are carried forward. ‘The cost. of the good-will, $100,000, which has hitherto stood in the 
accounts as an anset, bas been written off the permavent Réserve, which now stands at $100,000, and the Reserve for Contivgencies stands 
unchanged at $25,000." Bell's Asbestos Eastern Agency, Ld.—The first annual report to the 3lst December last has been published. The 
meeting of. shareholiters: was held in London on the 17th April. The gross profits amount to £781.4.5, and the net profits to £313.9.6 
equal to nearly 4.69 per cent. on the paid-up Capital, About one-third of the preliminary expenses, £266.9.3, are written off, and the 
balance of £17.0.3 is carried forward. 











to 



































i Nominal Rate ‘an Te 
LOANS. | aimount of Lous. Outstanding. [Vuiae’ rises [thea Payable] | cauerog er Closing, 

Shanghai Mun. Debentures—Issuel 885) $30,000.00 15,000.00 | ‘F100 7% | Dec. & June}. (g):.6.845 ~ (a) F101.00 
Dox 1888} $70,000.00 | 70,000.00} ‘F100. .6% Do. G@) 4.90: (a)| ¥110,00 
1890; 20,000.00 100; 6% Do. » [) nominal, 

1891} 20,000.00 Foo. 33% De. 3 

1892} _$50:000.00 Flo. 5% Do. % 
3893} 195,000.00 F100 5%] “Do.” “(@)}. 5103 00 
3894] 105,000.00 x10 6 Do. (a) '¥110.00 
F Do. 1895) '£115,000.00, . ‘F100 3% Do. (@)). £101.00 
[gecura Theatre Debentures. (000.00 | 17,000.00 | 25., *4 6 24 July. 1895. ‘15.00 
Chinese Imp. Governinent Loai 8,3767,200.00 {680,103.00 | 7250! 7 Z | Mar. Sept., (a), $275.00 
wnghei Land Inv.CoDebentures. 1890] " "$250,000.00 [950,000.00 | $100, .. 6% | May & Nov. {a} $110.00 
De. Do. 1892} ¥250,000,00 |#250,000.¢0 | F100: 54% | June & Dec. {a)} '$105.00 
2 Do. Do.” 1894), $250,000.00 .¥250,000.00} 100. 0% | Mar, & Sept. (al| £110.00 
Shanghai Waterworks Co. Debentures 9s] $100,000.00 "$100,000.00 | F109. 6% | Mar. & Sept, (a) $112.56 
_ Do. re 3] ¥100,000.00- $100,000.09] F100! 5% | June & Dee, 1.0.00 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co.- 5, +¥400,060.00 fR400,008:00 | 100} 6 % 2 (@ $110.00 
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~-Statement-of-Imports-and- Deliveries. of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods. for the. week ending. 20th May,.1896,.. 
complied from the * Casioms Daily Retaran,” Nos. 110 to 115, both numbers incnsive é 















































































































































































































































Re-Exports axp THEIR Distixanions. 
S > : 
Goods! 2 2 |z\s 
a 3 < < 
2 BleiFI2 F 
= ati 1 2 ZF isis 8 
ae i 
Grey Shirtings + . {11 
‘Tclothe, 324. . 2 t05| 
2,712) 
400) 
‘ings 4,000; 
English & Ditch '300} 
ve American’ i 240] 
Jeane, English & Dutch, 5, } 200] 
"American o | et vse | 1,980] oe 60 
Sheetings, English | 780) 4,600] 27360, “$30, 400] 
vy. Indian Ge htes a | . 200] 
" American, ” 940, 15,500) 23,905) 14,860) 300) 
Dyed Shirtings tf 100) 90/"°’510, 30) 100) 
Bro, &Sp, Stings, D.& WW. 210) 40]. 1501 
Chintzes » 120) 1,215) 1,310) 150) 300) 
Printed.,Clot te 7281 5,097 | 230) 700) 
Printed. "will ue | 829} 1,080! 1,170) 60) 400] 
Turkey Rejl Shi rs '975) 1,167 250) 
Velvets 30} 102)... 130! 
30) 24 | “iad a) 
1,07 1,140) 3,300)... 4,000}, 
; 1,09 $00) 
Lenos & Balvaris * ae 60) 60) 112) 
Cotton Varn, tain’. 334} 1, 2,958) 2,971} 4,077] 
er nglish 6 27] '319) 30) 
: idl 195] 300| 150 
on 24) 38) 2) 
96) 73) 
26 16, 
Camels; » 
Long Fils,, 
foci 
Cotten Lasting 
Piuin & Figured Orleans, 
Cotton Flaune es 
do. 
Kerosine 5,000) 
5,500| 
‘Voray. Draavennes, 
Goons, 
Againat Inst Anvineeiost |. gy agi | Atsiant 
9 adore, vast dnt | Por the week. at to , 
is adetem. satueterm, | Batiated, | Mg 
Groy:Shirtings t . Ree.) «187,027 187,632 | 2,596,348 2,297,669 | 1,156,890 
T-Clotha, 3 | 18,085 410,720 311,651 4 
3 H 5,083 | 92,741 97,905 1 
45126 94,055 187,692 | 108,130 
53,058 818,048 604417 | 527,196 
2,865. 144,833 285,595 106,958 
22,635 317,095, 205,990 $2,970 
2,510 81,335 90,533 41,955 
1,380 17,000 4,225 2,380 
97,358 462,152 303,022 88,780 
: 1,140 89,207 95,422 32790 
i Amorican 55,525 | 416,810 32,680 | 465,275 221,285 | 285,201, 
Dyed Shittings 50.858 4,588 43,056 7,261 » 14,242 
Bro, & Spot, Shi 13,962 6,198 17,917 28,817 40,592 
67,970 6,738 84,639 93,088 13,950, 
27,993 41941 | 315,378 24997) 191,322 
60,701 93,113 99,552 69,657 44,877 
98790 8,580 | 153,601 129,997: 52,933 
9,953 1,495 10,135 6,602 16,428, 
6716 ‘984 6,916 2084 2,038 
215,522 51,476 | 341,693 223,449 |r 95,722 
+ 83,069 20,220} 190,510 156,521 44,198 
16,687 2,520 21,501 7,024 s72 
331,346 126,434 35,662 
6,899 t 4,836 
32,955 23,077 2 
7 17,820 11,273 9,899 
nant ra Cotton 15,443 5,816 3,454 
Med, & Broad Cloth 12,027 7,275 5,927 
Cmnl 15,543 16,040. | 15,458 8,807 
Long Elis 35,750 23;300/ 70,94. 47,795 
Exstings 14,863 17,527 | 2,425 20,352 
Tealian Cisth 3 521955 26/783 |. 97,792 91,462 
Gotton-Lastinge & Italiane ,, 360,361 | 244,266. 204,573) _ 272,402 
Blain & Figured Orleans aes ai 300 100 | 1,540, 1912 
Cotton Flanni = 300 9,807 al 4,531 902. | reory 26,383 
ie vail © eee 4,974 570 342 | 2 p 
Lend in Pig. els,| 1,980 39,032 : 51,238 40,775 | 18,522 18,995 
Tron—Nail Rad yah) 4846 - 8811694 11,760 | ~ 195,692 30,8871 125,882}. 76,741 
~Kerosine Oil, American :Cases:--° 24,0904. 615,663 i 274,192 | ° 65,020 | z 834,329 
___»__ Russian | 56,805+| »-- 497;505 : 291,138 | __ 953,637 ¢ z 128,830 
+ Includin; ghand Dutch 12-1bs. ‘= The usual daily returns from the Wharves unobtainable. 33 
‘wee Bolero sdilmport Cargoes per Teucer, Minapore, Manila, Empress of Japan, Moyune, Karlsruhe, Vindobona, Jopan, 
for, Glenagle and Colédonien, 
Import Cargoes declared during interval: Java, Ravenna, Hyson, Telamon, Satsuma Mar, Natal, Glengarry, Malacca, Cylon, Saiki 
Maru aud additional ex Glenorchy. een . 
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SHARES. SHANGHAI, 2nd May, 1896, 
: | Posimtox PER Last Revorr. |LastDrv. &c.| ; 3 82g Casn Quorariox 
=e 8/8205 
v Paid To | When | S3lesgs 
SHARES. No. |Vatue.| Pa lat Workin ‘| WI 5 sles ee 
P- ve. B Share-] paidor| <2 >)Z5 = Closing. 
| MP | Reeve. Matson] Date [Stare /mader|. Seg eee| Clown 
| i = (ee asl 
| per cent. Tis. 
$5,750,000] £312,780.12\3).12.95| *£13]18- 9-96 (15.11) 5.83) $355.00 250.15 


Hong! etre Bank.Co. 













National Bank of Chine, Ua = 
_ 3,818 w= |}§70,000,00,  $4,218.84/31.19.95 | +31.17| $1.18} 21.90 
De, Founders! 750 £1) £1) 83.95, 

Bank of China & Japan Ld, { 
‘ordivary shares) 94,908) £8 £9) |§£227,515.7.8)31-19-95 nom. 
De. deferred do. : ees nom, 
‘o. ct7s,250.139|  £2,616.2.4)31 .19.94 50.00 


1 
(c£12,693.5.0,| £1,472.18.413)-19. 

(d94, 199.11. 3} Ee 
@-g009,000,, £5,084.36)31-12.95 


‘$09,0b0.061 i $40,593.70130. 6.95 
ese 16671 


pref.shares, | 
ord, do. 

do. 
H’kong, C’ton & M’cao8.B.Co, 

Douglas Steamship Co. La. 


Docks, 






















& Co La., Founders’ ‘i ! none |. 
Bef & Cou La, 100,000.00] 9,758.07)80- 4-95 isi. 3. 
£ t: Farnham & Con, La £130,000] _7.424.48130- 6.95 | 4. 9-95 $10.67] 5.20) 
Hkong & Wpao hock Co. La. $200,000/  $54,474.30)31-12-95 2.95|s19.58] 5.64] | $347.00)2 


Aneuvance ( Marine.) 


China Traders’ Ins. Co., Ld... $900,000.00] } s290,727.79}30. 4-95)  485)28- 9-95 $5.83 | 6.07] $79.50 


244,283.41 
'£250,000.00} %353,511,02/31-19-95 |!'¥16.49)29- 4-96 |£16.79} 8.19} 
+819] 8-11-95 /99.93 | 4.32) $216.00 


asia}. 4.96 \g9.00 | 6.10} $147.50) 
395] 8- 1-96 [s10.00] 5.00) $200.00) 
1$2727- 3-96 [$1.83 6.43} $28.50) 


4.00) $325.00) 
5.82) $91.50) 


North-China Ins. Co,, La. 
Union Jn, Society of Canton,La.} 10,000) $250; $25{ grciama et. cesap is 
YangtezeIneuranceAss'tion, La} 6,948) $100) soo} £400, 000.00] { { $946,816.85)91.1 
Cunton Insurance Office .. $1,300,000 $43,761.68 
Straits Insurance C 


$190,000.00) ¢558,646,69/31- 
Fisurance ( J 


$16,000.00 
Hongkong Kire Ins. fipuoud eesti eal 
China Fie iprures 


$875,000] $175,666.14); 































sen 14,701] F100} F100) $94,089.75) 5. 
Vint’s What B. 209) a i oe 

‘ 20,000) $13,316.59) 6.02) 

M. 20,000) 7133,454.35)3 ‘i 
Punjom Mining Co. iA 60,000) ‘ tress 
Do. pref. 30,000) Vnone |: , 
Jeleln Mining&Trading Co.Ld| 45,000, 5, $5} $9,062.16] fig. 8.95] | eS hs teas So ez 
Ravb A’lian Gold Min, Co. Ld.}200,000] £1) 13/10] none {g£1,889.13.10131- 3-95] g0,91]28-12-93 $3.50] 4.02 
Tugs and Caryo Boats, 

Slanghini'Tug Boat Co., La. $53,000.00 lrie.o| aid —— 





‘kw Tg and Dighte Co, 29. 2:96 /s7.10 | 6.17/18115.00 








11- 3-96 |815.00] 7.50) 
6- 3.96 |$12.33) 6.66) 185.00 
31-10-95 }- 1-96 |£1.67 3.63} 46.00 


5,31-12-95 
31-12-95 





5 |g10.33| 8.99) $115.00] 83.95 
32.67 | 4.80] $62.00) 45.6 
26) 











sb. Lind Investment Co., Ld.| 10,685] 50! 50 r i3.50} 4.2 82,00 

‘do. 91315} $50] $30 f| 799-686-23  F9,898.01/51-12-95) — 1437)19- 2-96 Ja-79 3.50) 60.00 

"kong Land hives. &A.Co.La.| 50,000) $100] $50) $1,250, $46,867.42)31-12-95, 00 5.63} $71.00) 51.83 
Kowloon Land&Buildingo, Ld 6,000, $50). $20) hone $244.40/31-19-95, 3 3. 





Bumphre Estate & F, Co. Ld.| 25,400, 10} $h 10,000.00; 2,718.61)31-! 
iaattag eae ih bids fee 6 Sneak 






































Shang! 


Shanghai ae Co., Ed, became 


jx9.09.) 7.58 


Major Brothers, La, 686.33131-10-95 
Bwo Cotton Spi'& W. Co, is ly 
International Cottonhion.Co Lal bee 
Eaou-kung-mow Cotton Spin-| 
vas Weaving Co., Li... year .00 
Boy Ci year 00 
11-12-95 1.00 
Shasphet 6 ‘£12,802.91/31-12-95, 's18.05] 6.94] 00 
Shang $11,572.50)31-12-95 fsi0.sa) 4.1) 00 
00 
0 














































7 Do ©: Founders} §¥178,365.98)31-19.94 re 

Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., Ld ¥50) | $8,053.66] _ £4,697.44'31-12.95 Ir4.50 81) 3.00 

1. Hei a La. $100} $$15,585.59)31-12-94 $2.33 33) 10 

Ball & Holtz, $20] $75,000.00] $9,020.01)29- 9. 182.40 08} 24.82 

be > S9 $125,000) $8,015.44/31-12-95 $0.90 .06| 9.31 
La: { 5,200, £1) 0.15.0! { £47.0.3)31-12.95 } a 


30,000, $10} $8). none $6,106.82] 








|For bal year: + For year, ¢ Interim drividend, | Final dividend for ‘business year. § A deficit. (a) Bxclasive of accrued interest, 
_ (cj Insurance Fund. |. (d) “Depreciation. Fund. (e) Reserve against Exchange and Investment Fluctuations, (J): Bonus, 
(o}; Assuming that they run for the full term. For all Dollar shares the excbange is fixed at 73. a H 





geese tate oy : J. P, BISSET & Co. 
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